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Subj: Steamboat J.A. COTTEN 

Date: 07/28/2005 12:04:42 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: _ EricNumis 

To: RareBooks@cincinnatilibrary.org 


Would you be nice enough to determine if you have an image or images of the Steamboat J. 
A. COTTEN which is listed Way's Directory or any additional material about it or its personnel. 
If so please advise me how | can obtain copies. Thank you. 

Eric P. Newman, 6450 Cecil Ave., St. Louis, MO 63105 


Email ERICNUMIS@AOL.com Tel: 314 727 0850 
ee more£g SL. nin Cp 
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Subj: RE: Steamboat J.A. COTTEN 

Date: 07/28/2005 2:12:12 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: RareBooks@cincinnatilibrary.org 

16: EricNumis@aol.com 


Dear Mr. Numis: 


We have no photos of the J.A. Cotten. Since you are in St. Louis have you checked with the 
Mercantile Library? 


http://www.umsl.edu/pott/pmore/pottlib/pottlib.htm 


The institution with the largest number of steamboat photographs in the country is the 
University of Wisconsin at Lacrosse: 


http://perth.uwlax.edu/murphylibrary/Departments/photos.html 
You might also try the Special Collections Division of Tulane University: 
http://www.tulane.edu/~Imiller/Transportation.html 


Since the J.A. Cotten was converted into a gunboat by the Confederates you might search the 
following website for a photo or information: 


http://www.tarleton.edu/~KJones/navy.html 


We have no information about the J.A. Cotten’s personnel. | can also find no entries on it in 

our catalog or in the Waterways Journal Index for 1891-1900. The latter index is online 

through Oct. 18, 1913. You might search that site for a retrospective article on the boat. 
http://tjrhino1.umsl.edu/mercantile/mercsearcher/searchwwjindex.php 

Thank you for contacting us. Good luck with your search. 


Yours truly, 


Sylvia Metzinger 

Sylvia Verdun Metzinger, Manager 

_ Rare Books & Special Collections 

Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County 


800 Vine St. 
Cincinnati, OH 45202-2071 


(513) 369-6957 Fax: (513) 369-3123 
rarebooks@cincinnatilibrary.org 
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Dear Ms Metzinger: Thank you for your kindness in searching for data on the J. A. 
Cotten. The Mercantile Library of St. Louis recommended me to you and gave me all they 
had. | will now check the holdings of the other institutions you and they suggested. 

My reason for asking you is that | have located a piece of Civil War scrip issued by the 
steamboat J. A. Cotton and am tracing its history. If you need any information on American 
coin or currency at any time | will try to help you. 

Incidentally my family came from Prussia to Cincinnati in 1849. My uncle taught Chemistry at 
Walnut Hills a century ago. Thanks again. 

Eric P. Newman 


Sunday, February 10, 2002 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Narcisse Paris 

Date: 08/10/2005 1:38:57 P.M. Central Daylight Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: WRC@HNOC.org 


Dear Historic Researchers: 
| have recently acquired a very unusual (apparently unique) 25 cent piece of scrip which 
circulated as money in the Louisiana area during the War between the States. It was issued 
from the Steamboat "J. A. Cotten" and signed by NARCISSE PARIS. It has no date, no place 
of issue and no printer. 
Way's Steamboat Directory lists the steamboat as having operated between New Orleans and 
Bayou Sara and that it was taken over by the Confederate forces and destroyed by the Union 
forces in 1863. Another steamboat (Mary D.) changed its name to "J. A. Cotton” (note change 
in spelling) when the original "J. A. Cotten" was destroyed. 
Narcisse Paris is listed as a barkeeper in the 1861 New Orleans City directory and in the 1857 
and 1868 directories (no other directories are available to me). | know nothing more about him 
and do not know if this listing is the same person as the person who signed the note or a 
relative. 
| would like to know from you is if you know or can locate anything further about a person of 
that name (an obituary, a signature, a reference, a newspaper mention or other record). Do 
you have any other reference to the J. A. Cotten steamboat or its owners? 
| am a writer on American numismatics and have helped Mr. Lambousey on research for the 
New Orleans Mint. | would appreciate any help you can give me. Thank you. 

Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Ave., 

St. Louis, MO 63105 
Tel: 314 727 0850 Fax 314 727 0820 Email as above 
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Subj: RE: Narcisse Paris 

Date: 08/10/2005 1:53:13 P.M. Central Daylight Time 
From: WRC @hnoc.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Mr. Newman, 


Your request has been forwarded to our Reference Librarian for follow-up. Thank you for your 
inquiry. 


From: EricNumis@aol.com [mailto:EricNumis@aol.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, August 10, 2005 1:39 PM 

To: WRC@HNOC.org 

Subject: Narcisse Paris 


Dear Historic Researchers: 
| have recently acquired a very unusual (apparently unique) 25 cent piece of scrip which 
circulated as money in the Louisiana area during the War between the States. It was 
issued from the Steamboat "J. A. Cotten" and signed by NARCISSE PARIS. It has no 
date, no place of issue and no printer. 
Way's Steamboat Directory lists the steamboat as having operated between New 
Orleans and Bayou Sara and that it was taken over by the Confederate forces and 
destroyed by the Union forces in 1863. Another steamboat (Mary D.) changed its name 
to "J. A. Cotton" (note change in spelling) when the original "J. A. Cotten" was 
destroyed. 
Narcisse Paris is listed as a barkeeper in the 1861 New Orleans City directory and in the 
1857 and 1868 directories (no other directories are available to me). | know nothing more 
about him and do not know if this listing is the same person as the person who signed 
the note or a relative. 
| would like to know from you is if you know or can locate anything further about a person 
of that name (an obituary, a signature, a reference, a newspaper mention or other 
record). Do you have any other reference to the J. A. Cotten steamboat or its owners? 
| am a writer on American numismatics and have helped Mr. Lambousey on research for 
the New Orleans Mint. | would appreciate any help you can give me. Thank you. 

Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Ave., 

St. Louis, MO 63105 
Tel: 314 727 0850 Fax 314 727 0820 Email as above 
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Subj: Narcisse Paris 

Date: 08/11/2005 10:35:12 A.M. Central Daylight Time 
From: MaryLou@hnoc.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


We have received your e-mail concerning the steamboat J. A. Cotten and Mr. 


Narcisse Paris. 


Unfortunately, we have no further information regarding either the J. A. 
Cotten or Mr. Paris. We see you have already consulted Way's Packet 
Directory, which is the book we would have consulted for your query. 


While we have an extensive collection of microfilmed 19th century 
newspapers, those newspapers are entirely unindexed, so we are unable to 
determine when or if the boat or Mr. Paris may have been mentioned in the 
local press. 


The New Orleans Public Library is in the process of building an online 
obituary index but the project is still at an early phase and has not yet 
reached the letter "P.". We understand, however, that the library will 
still search on a fee basis its original obituary card file and some other 
resources you may find to be of interest. The URL for the fee-based 
services available from the New Orleans Public Library is: 
http://nutrias.org/info/louinfo/louinfo2.htm 


Good luck with your research. 
Sincerely, 

Mary Lou Eichhorn 
Reference Assistant 


Williams Research Center 
The Historic New Orleans Collection 
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Mr. Wilber E. Meneray BLS aN Fe 
Dean of Special Collections August 23, 2005 
Tulane University By Fax, © %0f 965° .5°9G7 


New Orleans . LA 


Dear Sir: 
| wish to thank you for your kind telephone response to my inquiry about the 25 cent scrip note 
issued by the steamboat J. A. COTTEN of the New Orleans and Bayou Sara Mail Line. 
| wish to add a few more facts which | have developed. 
Narcisse Paris is listed as a barkeeper, age 40, living in New Orleans (at 201 Dauphine St.) in 
the Federal Census of 1860, having been born in France and worth $2,500. 
Eugene Lanone, president of New Orleans and Bayou Sara Mail Line, is listed in the Federal 
Census of 1860 as being worth $10,000 and living in New Orleans, age 40 and in steam 
boating. Nothing whatever has been found about the New Orleans and Bayou Sara Mail Line 
by me ( Only in Way's Directory so far). 
V. C. Baranco (Way's Directory lists him as V. B. Baranco) is listed 
in the 1860 Federal Census as steamboat captain age 40. 
We do not have access to the New Orleans city directories prior to 1861 or thereafter and 
wonder if anything is in them about any of the individuals or the Mail Line. 
We have found in the Naval History of the Union and the Confederacy the detailed history of 
the J. A. Cotton (so spelled there) after its conversion into a Confederate naval vessel but 
nothing about its use in 1861 or 1862 prior to conversion from a mail or passenger steamboat 
on the Mississippi River before the hostilities in the area began. There must have been a boat 
company office in New Orleans, thus New Orleans directories, business publications and 
newspapers should have that. 
How a barkeeper could issue money ona steamboat, ight be explained by the possibility that 
there was little to do on the voyage but drink and since Silvéré rif GifeGlation had 
been withdrawn, making change for payments for passage fare, food and drink was 
necessary. 
There were a number of Louisiana and other steamboat companies which issued their own 
scrip during the War just as the parishes and business people did, but no Louisiana 
steamboat itself issued scrip to my knowledge. 
It might be asserted that Paris issued the scrip for his own bar operation in New Orleans and 
used the steamboat to make redemption as difficult as possible but he does not advertise his 
bar on the scrip note and the printer put steamboat decorations on the note. This is far 
fetched. 
| look forward to your comments and | will be glad to help in any way | can. 
Thank you for any findings you may be able to make. 
| will send you, as promised, a photocopy of the "Forced Issue" stamped by order of General 
Butler on a New Orleans bank note. 
Sincere thanks. Eric P. Newman 

Tel 314 727 0850 

Fax 314 727 0820 
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St. Louis County Library 

1640 South Lindbergh Blvd. 
St. Louis, Missouri 63131-3598 
(314) 994-3300 ext. 208 
scollections@slcl.org 





Thank you for your recent request for information. We have researched your request and noted our results 
below. If it is necessary to respond to this correspondence, please attach this form with your letter. 


Vi Copies are enclosed. Make check or money order payable to St. Louis County Library. 





£,0@ 
Microfilm copies are 25¢ each plus $1.00 postage and handling. Pleaseremit$ «<7 
Paper copies (8.5 x 11) are 10¢ each plus mailing costs. Please remit $ wa 
Paper copies (11x 17) are 20¢ each plus mailing costs. Please remit$ - Gd). ax 
Donations are Appreciated $ 





SIG FF Total 


We are unable to determine what information you need. We request that your query be more 
specific. 


It is not possible for us to do extended research. We suggest that you conduct research in person, or 
employ a professional researcher. A list of professional researchers is enclosed. 


ow Ma 
You may request a copy of this certificate from: [Check for fees] 
Missouri State Archives St. Louis City Hall , ‘gz 
600 West Main Street Room 126 ; Sa e. N duwe, 
P.O. Box 1747 1200 Market Street oe ae 
Jefferson City, MO 65102 St. Louis, MO 63103-2881 b4So Coc fre 
SAL Mp ©3005 

Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services St. Louis County Recorder of Deeds 

Bureau of Vital Records St. Louis County Government Center 

P.O. Box 570 41 S. Central 

Jefferson City, MO 65102 Clayton, MO 63105 

J, Other notes: A > 


Your request was processed by (initials) con (date) ae Ce, 


Please include a copy of this invoice with payment. A mailing label is enclosed for your convenience. 
Mail to Special Collections 
St. Louis County Library 
1640 South Lindbergh Blvd. Special Collections 
St. Louis, Missouri 63131-3598. St. Louis County Library 
1640 S. Lindbergh Blvd. 
St. Louis, MO 63131-3598 
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remainaer. inalafri Ganue. AU, ng warcrotam, aru 
stamp hinges on back. 5) $50. Unissued remainder. 
Building. AU, repaired tear. 6) $100. Unissued 
remainder. Cowboy ropes steer. Fair, pieced back 
together, mostly. 7) $200. Unissued remainder. 
Buildings and square with fountain. AU, stain in 
bottom margin. [7] ($350-450) 


1080 LA. New Orleans. Municipality No. One. $200. 30 
October 1837. Unissued remainder. Building, 
fountain. Uncirculated, minor edge repairs. 

($150-250) 

1081 More Municipality No. One Notes. 1) New Orleans. 

Municipality No. One. $20. 1842. Mercury gives coins 

to Liberty. AU, age toning. 2) $50. 1842. Indian in 

canoe. Uncirculated, age toning. 3) $100. 1837. 

Cowboy ropes steer. Uncirculated, light age toning. 

4) $200. 1837. Buildings, fountain. Lafayette. 

Uncirculated, some age toning. 5) $500. 1838. 

Mercury watches ship approach. Fully issued! Serial 

No.62. F-VF, PAID stamps. Trimmed just to the 

borders. [5] ($300-500) 





1082 More Municipality No. One Notes, Unissued, 
including High Denominations. 1) New Orleans. 
Municipality No. One. $20. 1842. Mercury with coins 
for Liberty. Lafayette. 2) $50. 1837. Building 3) $50. 
1842. Indian in canoe. 4) $100. 1842. Cowboy ropes 
steer. 5) $200. 1837. Buildings, fountain. Small edge 
nick. 6) $300. 1837. Eagle. River god, right. 7) $500. 
1842. Mercury watches ship approach. All are 
Uncirculated, except the last note, which is Fine or 
so, with repaired tears, and the $200, which has some 
corner folds. [7] ($750-1,250) 
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Uncirculated, but one has a ‘tear, and one! 
repaired split. 6) $100. Blue back. Similar. @ 
ropes steer. Uncirculated. [6] 























LA. New Orleans. Municipality No. Three. 1837. 
Deux Piastres. Semi-nude Indian maiden flanke 
2s. Woman gives water to eagle, left. Indian bi 
right. Another great bi-lingual rarity. G-VG, with sf 
repaired splits, but it is a miracle any have survive 
($1,500-25 

Ex. CAA 2003 Orlando, Florida Lot 17205. 


1086 LA. New Orleans. Municipality No. Three. $3. 18% 
in ornate geometric counter. Woman gazes at si 
left. Man watches ship, right. A rare contempor 
counterfeit, and perhaps the only way to acquite# 
example of this denomination and issue. G-VG, bd 


holes, splits, repairs. 
1087 Bank of New-Orleans Grouping. 1) 


Liberty, left. Mechanic, right. Fine, CC. 2) $20. 189 
(G6b). Train VG, with several repaired splits. 3) $ 
1862. (G26b). Women flank shield with horse aboy 
Fine, POC. 4) $100. 1862. (G28b). Steamboat. Fin 
POC. Minor splits. [4] 
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1083 Another Group of Municipality No. One Notes. 1) 
New Orleans. Municipality No. One. $20. 1842. 
Mercury gives coins to Liberty. Uncirculated. 2) $50 1088 LA. New Orleans. New Orleans & Bayou Sara. $3. 
1837. Building. Uncirculated. 3) $100. 1837. Cowboy 1862. Steamboat. Pelicans, left. Products at dockside, 
ropes steer. Uncirculated. 4) $200. 1837. Buildings, below. J. Manouvrier. Fine, and quite clean and 
fountain. Lafayette. Uncirculated, some age toning. bright. ($300-500) 
5) $500. 1838. Mercury watches ship approach. Fully 
issued! Serial No.23. VF, with heavy pen cancels and 
a touch of ink erosion. [5] ($250-350) Vaud, plas Kw = 4\rSF = 

10 Auction No. 249 + June 17-18, 2005 800-622-1880 - smytheonline.con 
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Missouri History Museum 
Library and Research Center 
PO. Box 11940 

St. Louis, MO 63112-0040 





SOCIETY www.mohistory.org 
Emily Troxell Jaycox 314.746.4508 
Librarian 314.746.4548 (Fax) 


emily@mohistory.org 
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Paisent E. G. clerk, Prieur, c St. Ann 

Paisent V. clerk, Miro, n Main 

Pajaud P. A. Mrs. 308 St. Claude, d 2 

Pajaud Pierre Jr. 308 St. Claude, d 2 

Pajewski Hypolite, deputy constable, second 
Justice court, 250 Lafayette 

Pajol D. barkeeper, 62 Dryades 

Palacio Antonio, (Martinez § Palacio,) St. 
Charles, c Napoleon av 

Palam Herman, upholsterer, 160 Prytania 

Palanque John, butcher, 65 and 68 Poydras 
market, res Levee, n ’ Milan 

Palao £. cigars, 295 Chartres 

Palao Hypolite, Canal, ¢ Miro 


Palao Hypolite Jr. wheelwright, 240 Mande-. 


ville 
Palao Severin, widow, 289 Carondelet walk 


Palfrey Charles, bookkeeper, 130 Canal, res 
142 Carondelet’ : 
Palfrey Edward, secretary Factors’ and 


Traders’ Ins. Co. 39 Carondelet, res 142 
Carondelet 

Palfrey George (Palfrey g MHill,) Camp, n 
Phili 

Palfrey & Hill, ( George Palfrey, S. L. Hill, ) 
real estate, stock, auction, house renting 
and brokerage business, 55 Carondelet 

Palfrey G. W. clerk, 67 Carondelet 

Palfrey Henry W. Jr. auctioneer, 
delet 

Palfrey R. J. 142 Carondelet 

Palfrey Wm. bookkeeper, 23 Carondelet 

Palmasan Bernard, 475 Dryades, d 1 

Palmer Archibald, photograph operator, 57 
Camp 

Palmer Benjamin, ,carpenter, 146 Cypress 

Palmer Benj. M. Rev. 63 Prytania 

Palmer E. UC. & Co. (Joseph Wild, ) wholesale 
dealers in paper and carpets, 93, 95 and 97 
Camp 


55 Caron- 


PALMER GEHORGE & CO., (Geo 
Palmer, J. J. Hitchcock,) Im- 
porters and Wholesale Dealer 
in Foreign and Domestic 
Wines, Liguors, &c, 165 
Common. 


te 








Palroer George, ( George Palmer & Co.) Chest- 
nut, b Jackson and Philip 

Paliner Geo. W. 22 Soraparu 

Palmer Henry, drayman, Claiborne, 
mon and Gravier 

Palmer Henry, bricklayer, 461 Carondelet 

Palmer Mary Mrs. 38 Polymnia 

Palmer Mollie Mrs. 22 Basin, d 1 


b Com- 


= 


ee J.B. ay police, Orleans, c Derbigny, 


Pana Francis, 263 Bayou road 
Pana Joseph, cigar maker, 54 Union, d 3 
Pancatir Andros, baker, 220 Poydras 
Pand John, bakery, 144 Gasquet 
Pandelly George, superintendent Pontchar- 
train Railroad, res 417 Levee, d 3 
Pandelly Wm. P. clerk, 417 Levee, d 3 
Pandorf, Kremelberg & Co. ‘com, |merchants 
and Saxon Consulate, 20 Carondelet 
Panser Salvador, Tonti, c Bienville 
Pannetel 4 ugust, laborer, 144 Louisa 
Panter Joep shoemaker, 317 Liberty, d 1 
Papa G. & A. Larose, vegetables, 269 Poydras 
market 
Pape J. F. engineer, 786 Dauphine, d 3 
Papini Charles Adolph, variety store, 13 St. 
Ann, n Chartres, d 2 
Paquet,George, confectioner, 137 Annette, d 3 
Paradis Louis, clothing, 55 Front Levee, d 2 
Pardee Don. A. (Sheldon § Pardee, ) attorney, 
13 St. Charles, res Lafayette av, n Second, 
Gretna 
Pardo A. Mrs. variety store, 308 Royal 
Pardo E. A. 303 Royal 
Pardy James, gardener, 339 Claiborne, d 3 
Parent Benjamin, carpenter, 146 Cypress 
Parent Bernard, patent roofing, 206 Rampart 
Parham & Blunt, (John G. Parham, Beverly 
Blunt,) cotton factors, forwarding and 
commission merchants and purchasing 
agents, 75 Carondelet 
Parham John G. (Parham § Blunt,) 655 St. 
_ Charles 
Parham W. E. salesman, 13 and 15 Camp 
Parham 'W. S. attorney, 194 Camp 
Paris Amedeé, carpenter and builder, 36 
Bourbon 
Paris Bernard, butcher, 14 French market, res 
494 Villeré, d3 
Paris C. grocer, 127 Union, d 3: 
Paris J. Mrs. 92 Ursulines 
Paris Lavan Mrs. 152 St. Ann 
Paris M. Mrs. 43 Burgundy 
Paris P. colored, 15 Gasquet 
Parish G. W. salesman, 36 and 40 Gravier, 
res 232 Canal : 
Parish Prison, Orleans, b Trémé and Marais’ 
| bs td J. veterinary surgeon and blacksmith, 
135) Rampart, 2, res 144 Basin 
Pariti Antonio, fruit dealer, 318 Old Levee,d 2 
Park Alexander, shoemaker, TT St. Peter 
Parke J. D. clerk, 155 Canal 
: | Parker Aurelit is, clerk and att rney for A. 
Young, 89: Common, res 26 otto 
ae G: galesman, 23 } Mo zine, res 152 
Juli | 


No. 14 Davenine! Street near - Canal. Vew Or lean Mi 
PRT Sane i 


Express Company, Office corner Garondelet and Gieiar Streets. 
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_cIsane H. Poineer, New Orleans. Master: Gharles B. Young. 
. Registered, No. 97, May 26, 1866. Owners: David Ferguson, New 

Orleans. Master: David Ferguson. 

Registered, Noe 9, Sept. 5, 1866. Owner: Charles Clinton, New 
Orleans. Master: W. G. McConnell, 

Registered, Noe 17, Octe 19, 1867. Owners: William Parsons, 
1/3, Plymouth, Mass.; Charles Clinton, 2/3, New Orleans, Masters 
William Parsons. 

Registered, No, 47, June 3, 1869, having been rebuilt, 1869, j 
134031 tons) 68.5 ft. x 24,9 ft. x 7 ft. Elliptic stern. Owners: 
William Parsons, 1/3, Charics Clinton, 2/3, New Orleans, Master: \. 
SAMA o 


Ne a ee pel ln 


Enrolled, Mo. 162, “ar. 14, 1870. Owners: same. Masters 
SAME « 

Registered, Neo» 49, June 15, 1870. Owners: same. Masters 
seme. Document surrendered at New Orleans, Mar. 5, 1875, proverty 
changed. 


686. ISTRIA, bark, of New York City. Built at Brunswick, Maine, 1865. 
811.88 tonsy 151.6 ft. x 33.2 ft. x 21.2 ft. Two decks, three masts, 
elliptic stern, billethead. Previously registered, No. 22, Jan. 12, 
1867, at New Yor’ Citv. 

Registered (temporary), Yo. 58, Mar. 30, 1868. Overs: Egbert 
T. Sewall, 4/16, tierrill S. Sewall, 1/16, Samuel J. Sewell, 2.16, 
Dutilh & Co,, 2/16, New York City; John S. Mitchell, 3/16, John 5. 
Wilson, 3/16, Gardiner, Maine; J, H. Allen & Co., 1/16, Bath, Yaine, 
Master: Egbert T. Sewnll. Vessel lost June 11, 1868. 





667. ITALIEXNE, schooner, of Yew Orleans. Built at New Orleans, 1862. 
34 34/95 tonsy 60 ft. x 15 ft. x 4 ft, One deck, two masts, square 
stern. freviously enrolled, Mo, 55 (date and place not shown). 
Enrolled, tine 49, Sent. 24, 1663. Omert Josenh Chiari, Mew Or- | 
leans, Msstert Joseph Chiari. 


688. ETALIENNE, schooner, of New Orleans. Built et New Orleans, 1862. { 
22.8 tons; 53.8 ft, x 16 ft. x 4.4 ft. One deck, two masts, square Gi 
stern, round heade Previously enrolled, No. 214 (dete and Place not ; 
shown). Readmeasured May 16, 1665, 

Enrolled, Nos 31, May 17, 1865.6 Omers Nicholas Martino, New 7 
Orleans. Masters: Nicholas Martino. wie 

Enrolled, No, 143, Fov. 4, 1865. Owner: Cherles Lafrarcy, New 
Orleans. Mester Charles Lafrarcy, 


689. Je A» COTTEN, steamboat, of New Orleans. Built at Jefferson- ity 
ville, Indy, 1861. 549 9/95 tonss 229 ft. x 86 ft. x7 ft, One deck, ‘| 
no masts, transom stern, plain head, cabin on deck. Previously en- 

rolled, Now 329, Mar. 19, 1861, at Louisville, Ky. 

Enrolled, No. 58, Apr. 30, 1861. Owmer: Nerv Orleans & Bayou | 
Sara Mail Line Co., F, Lanone, president, New.Orleans. Magter: V. B. if 
Raranco, (CS) ‘| 


699, JALOUSE, schooner, of (port not shown), Built on Jordan River, 
Hancoek County, Misse, 1858, 25 30/95 tons; 43 ft. x 18 ft. 8 ins x tk 
4 ft. One deck, two masts, square stern, center board. c | 
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Terms, Abbreviations and Discussion 


RIG AND CLASS 


SW p and ex wh Side-wheel packet and excursion boat, wood hull 
SW p wh Side-wheel packet, wood hull 

Stw p wh Sternwheel packet, wood hull 

Stw p ih Sternwheel packet, iron hull 

SW p sh Side-wheel packet, steel hull 

SW f wh Side-wheel ferry, wood hull 

Stw wh Sternwheel, wood hull, class undetermined 
P wh Packet, wood hull, rig undetermined 

SW fsh Side-wheel ferry, steel hull 

Stw Sternwheel, rig and class undetermined 
Prop f wh Propeller ferry, wood hull 

SW p and fwh Side-wheel packet and ferry, wood hull 
SW tr sh Side-wheel railroad transfer, steel hull 

Stw US wh Sternwheeler in U.S. service, wood hull 
Stw pl sh Sternwheel pleasure boat, steel hull 

SW ex wh Side-wheel excursion boat, wood hull 

Rig? Absence of information 


Absence of prefix initials means either lack of information or a renamed vessel previously identified. 


OTHER ABBREVIATIONS 


b. Built, usually the year of first documentation 

Miss. R. Mississippi River 

N.O. New Orleans 

USQMD or USQMC U.S. Quartermasters Department or Corps 

Batwing Side-wheelers with no covering over wheels 

c. Circa, approximately 

ENGINES nals from the pilot; one side could be in full reverse 


Usually plural inasmuch as the usual steamboat © 


had two main engines. On side-wheelers, unless 
otherwise noted, each wheel was driven by one en- 
gine, entirely independent of the other, requiring 
two engineers, one on the starboard and the other 
on the port engine, each answering separate sig- 


while the other side was coming ahead, etc. Such 
side-wheelers had great dexterity while turning 
about and in maneuvering. The sternwheel en- 
gines, one on each side, were set like those of a 
steam locomotive, the cranks on the extremities of 
the paddlewheel shaft at 90 degrees. Deviations 
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from these two types are noted in the text. Accurate 
engine sizes were hard to come by, and I regret the 
frequent omissions. 

Example: Engines 20’s- 6% ft. River shorthand 
for cylinders 20 inches inside diameter by 6% feet 
length of piston stroke, denoting high pressure en- 
gines, the exhaust escaping into the atmosphere. 

Example: Engines 16’s- 32’s- 8 ft. Cylinders of 
the tandem compound type, the small (or high 
pressure) cylinder 16 inches inside diameter, the 
large (or low pressure) cylinder 32 inches inside 
diameter, with common piston stroke of 8 feet. 
Such installations by option could be either con- 
densing or non-condensing, specified in the de- 
scriptions when known. 

Steamboat engines were most often linked to the 
paddlewheel crank by a long arm called the pit- 
man. The engine’s piston-rod terminated in the 
jaw of a cross-head mounted on parallel slides, and 
the pitman bridged the distance from cross-head to 
crank-pin. The surviving excursion and tourist 
steamboats employ this method. 


BOILERS 


The Western-style return-flue boiler predomi- 
nated; long cylindrical boilers with relatively small 
diameter. These were mounted horizontally, in 
fore and aft position, singly or in batteries of two, 
three, and on the larger boats up to eight or more, 
interconnected by a common thwartship steam 
drum overhead, and underneath by one or two sed- 
iment-catcher drums called mud drums. The fur- 
nace, at the forward end, carried heat and flames 
under the boilers, aft, and at the rear end upward 
and into the boiler flues through which the flames 
were returned forward into the breechings over the 
firebox, and thence to the smokestacks. Steamboat 
engines with long stroke and relatively small bore 
required high pressure steam, and the Western- 
style boiler set-up best solved the problem on these 
light-weight, flat-bottomed steamers so often con- 
fronted with shallow channels. Raw river water 
was used to steam these boilers, always a problem 
on the highly sedimented Mississippi (middle and 
lower), Missouri, Arkansas and Red, and fre- 
quently on other tributaries during times of freshet 
and flood, requiring constant vigilance and fre- 
quent cleaning. The water level within the boilers 
could not be measured with the usual glass-column 
gauge due to encrustation, so engineers relied on 
three petcocks screwed into the aft boiler-heads 
mounted in vertical positions, tested manually and 
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frequently, judging water level to their practiced 
ears by the sound emitted, augmented later on by 
the Vanduzen gauge which operated quite like a 
toilet bowl set-up, employing a hollow float at the 
end of an arm mounted inside the boiler, levered to 
an exterior indicator, clock-like in appearance, 
with pointer and notches. Many early boiler fail- 
ures, due to flue-collapse or bursting of the shell, 
can be attributed to the use of faulty materials by 
the manufacturer who, however honorable, knew 
very little about testing his wares. River engineers 
come in for their share of the blame by persuading 
boiler pressure beyond the prescribed allowance, 
accomplished usually by hanging additional 
weight on the safety valve-arms, a sin which may 
be extended to the captain and owners who hired 
engineers with the proviso they “‘could get the boat 
around.’’ Boiler explosions on passenger-carrying 
steamboats came to a merciful halt before the river 
days of this scribe, and Western-style boilers per- 
sisted until the end of the packet era. One of to- 
day’s excursion boats still uses a set of them as this 
is written. 


SHIPYARDS 


Where possible I have used the site where the 
hull was built, followed by identification of the city 
the hull was taken to for superstructure, engines, 
boilers, and completion. Such procedure was par- 
ticularly employed in the Pittsburgh area, the hulls 
and boiler deck framing put up at an outlying loca- 
tion, Belle Vernon, Shousetown, Freedom, and 
perhaps a half-dozen other places, then towed to 
Pittsburgh for the balance of the work. Many early 
boats were documented ‘‘built at Pittsburgh’’ 
without bothering to identify where the hulls came 
from, and it irks me that for this reason, even at this 
late date, I cannot supply the location of the yard 
where the hull of the famed FAR WEST was built 
and am forced to start off her description with 
‘built at Pittsburgh, Pa.’’ Wheeling presents a 
composite puzzle for the researcher; many of its 
steamboats were built there complete, hull and all; 
many hulls were towed to Wheeling for machinery 
and cabins, and many Wheeling hulls were sent to 
Pittsburgh for finishing. Marietta was more self- 
sufficient, and the boats listed as built at Harmar, 
Oh., are in reality Marietta products. By the same 
token boat-building at Cincinnati, Jeffersonville, 
and New Albany generally was everything from 
the hull up. Fortunately for the purposes of this 
book, all of the steamers built at the Howard Ship 


Yard in Jeffersonville, and there were many, have 
been tracked down by Charles Preston Fishbaugh 
in his book From Paddle Wheels to Propellers, pub- 
lished by the Indiana Historical Society in 1970. 
Boats built at Jeff. not identified in these listings as 
‘‘built by Howard’’ were from other local yards 
there, stated if known. I could have identified the 
Shousetown steamers as built by E. & N. Porter, 
an uncle and nephew team—most of them were— 
and today Shousetown is no longer on the map, 
now known as Glenwillard, Pa. Cincinnati has had 
an array of shipyards over the years and one of 
them still was in business when I first started boat- 
ing, in the East End, where the QUEEN CITY was 
built. Other than the old Howard Yard, now part 
of Jeffboat, Inc., most of these old building sites 
have been obliterated save for an occasional rusty 
ring-bolt. 


DIMENSIONS 


Most of the dimensions given in the text are the 
size of the hull expressed in linear dimensions. The 


length is the center line distance from the stem to 
the main stern transom. The width is the thwart- 
ship measure taken at the widest part of the hull. 
The depth is the vertical distance from the bottom 
timbers to the main deck floor timbers in the body 
of the hull about amidships. The over-all length of 
a sternwheeler is considerably more, due to the 
paddlewheel hung at the rear, and the over-all 
width of a side-wheeler is much greater due to the 
wide guards necessary to enclose and support the 
wheels. Government records express the hull size 
of commercial vessels in feet and decimals thereof, 
and records of vessels employed in various U.S. 
services are expressed in feet and lineal fractions 
thereof. Hull statistics for a number of the early- 
built steamers were not available for inclusion 
herein, so we compromised in most cases of such 
omission by quoting the registered gross tonnage, 
approximating about 100 cubic feet to the ton. 
Fractions were expressed in 95ths to about 1865. 
Model builders are cautioned to regard official di- 
mensions as approximations and to dig, where 
possible, for contemporary details. 





sought at Memphis 1865 by Capts. Dan Able, R.C. Gray, 
nd others, and operated there to Arkansas River. Snagged 
2 miles below Pine Bluff, Ark., bound for Memphis, 
*ebruary 1867, raised. Off the lists 1869. 


2342 GLENCOE 
SW p wh b. New Albany, Ind., 1846. 428 tons. Ran St. 
Louis-New Orleans. On Apr. 4, 1852, just in from New 
rleans, she landed at the foot of Chestnut Street, St. Louis, 
and exploded all three boilers. Forty or more lives were lost 
ncluding a son of the captain, a clerk, a pilot, etc. 


2343 GLENCOE 

>W p wh b. Shousetown, Pa., 1870 and completed at Pitts- 
surgh, 1871. 275 x 43 (floor 40) x 7. Engines, 23 %’s- 8 ft. 
‘ix boilers, each 38” by 26 ft. Engines by Inman, Gault & 
-o., formerly on MARY T. (see), rebuilt by Rees. Owned 
>y Capts. Thomas S. Calhoon and Jackman Taylor 
Stockdale, and designed for the Louisville-New Orleans 
‘rade. Left Pittsburgh on first trip, Jan. 19, 1871, and 
-eturned to Louisville Feb. 22, 1871, Capt. T.S. Calhoon, 
ath J.Q.A. Parr, clerk. Later switched to St. Louis-New 
 rleans trade, stock held by the Glencoe Transportation 
—o., Capt. John Bofinger, president, with T.S. Calhoon, 
secretary. Snagged and lost at Delta, La., near Vicksburg, 

ct. 28, 1877. Much equipment was salvaged including the 

nistle (later on the KA TIE STOCKDALE (see) and chairs 

hich had been bought from the Marietta Chair Co. 


2344 | GLENDALE 
>\V pwhb. Cincinnati, Oh., 1853. 394 tons. Built for Capt. 
oon W. Bugher and others and ran Cincinnati-Memphis. 
‘achinery came from the UNITED STATES. At the out- 
>reak of the war she was impressed into service as a hospital 
>oat on the Tennessee River. Out of service in 1864. 


2345 GLENDALE 


-rop produce boat wh b. Peninsula, Oh., 1863. 61.65 tons. 
=robably a converted canalboat. Off the lists 1869. 


2346 GLENDALE 

Sow p wh b. Freedom, Pa., and completed at Pittsburgh, 
1556. 481 tons. 160 x 35 x 6. Hartupee engines, 17’s- 5 ft. 
Three boilers, each 38” by 24 ft., two flues. Built for Capt. 
‘ohn M. Hare, Allegheny, Pa., with James Mellon, clerk. 
»perated Pittsburgh-St. Louis. In March 1868 advertised 
=: Pittsburgh for a Missouri River ‘‘mountain trip,’’ same 

‘icers. Same crew and trade, Pittsburgh-St. Louis, 
January 1870. Lost at Ste. Genevieve, Mo., Dec. 29, 1870. 
Hier machinery was auctioned off on the St. Louis levee, 
dove the bridge, Feb. 1, 1871, and most everything went to 
~apt. David Campbell. Equipment from the towboat 
“HARK was sold at this same auction. 


2347 GLENDY BURKE 
SW pwhb. Jeffersonville, Ind., by Howard, 1851. 245 x 33 
= 8. 425 tons. Built for Cobb & Manlove, Vicksburg who 
seid three-fourths interest, and Capt. J.M. White whocom- 


manded. Named for firm member in Burke, Watt & Co., 
Carondelet Street, New Orleans (the Burke was Glen D. 
Burke). Ran Louisville-New Orleans. Sold March 1852 to 
Capt. Jacob F. Bentley and others of Mead County, Ky., 
and usually ran in New Orleans-Vicksburg trade, Capt. 
J.F. Bentley. In 1854 sold to Capt. Henry W. Smith, New 
Albany, Ind. Fatally snagged at Bird’s Point, near Cairo, 
Ill., in the Mississippi River, May 24, 1855. The wreck 
caused damage to several boats as late as October 1891. This 
boat has become legend due to Stephen Collins Foster’s 
popular song of the title. 


2348 § GLENMORE 

Stw p wh b. Jeffersonville, Ind., by Howard, 1897. 
Originally named JOHN W. THOMAS (see) which burned 
at Evansville Christmas night 1905 and was rebuilt and 
renamed for a popular bourbon marketed by the Glenmore 
distillery. She was sold to the Missouri River and while be- 
ing repaired at the marine ways, North Kansas City, Mo., 
the shore eroded and let the boat fall into the river, this on 
Mar. 18, 1909. She became a total loss. Owned at the time 
by Booth Baughman, J.J. Pryor, Phil McCrory, and Capt. 
E.H. Matheus, master. 


2349 GLENVILLE 
Stw p whb. Burning Springs, W. Va., 1883. 75x 14.6x2.6. 
Ran on Little Kanawha River. Still listed 1886, maybe 


later. 


2350 GLENWOOD 


Stw p wh b. Manchester, Pa., 1857. 145 tons. Was at St. 
Paul, Minn. first season. Cincinnati-Nashville, Capt. 
Frazier, January 1861. On the upper Tennessee operated 
by the Federals, 1862, and dismantled that year. 


2551 GLIDE 


Stw p wh b. Shousetown, Pa., 1862. 137 tons. Soldto U.S. 
Navy in November 1862 and was converted into a U.S. 
tinclad. Burned accidentally at Cairo, Ill., Feb. 7, 1863. 


2352 GLIDE 


Stw p whb. Murraysville, W. Va., 1863. 232 tons. 160.4x 
33x5.1.Soldto U.S. Navy, November 1863 and was in war 
service for the duration. Sold by Navy in August 1865. Was 
converted into a steam diving bell boat at Algiers, La., in 
1867, Capt. James McClintock. Sold June 1868 to Capt. 
Spencer Field, New Orleans. Again sold August 1868 to 
James M. Middleton, New Orleans, Capt. A.J. Dye. Ex- 
ploded boilers 59 miles above New Orleans in mid- 
December 1868 with loss of 15 lives. She was on her way to 
Shreveport, apparently again a packet. 


2353 G.iDE No. 3 
Stw p wh b. Freedom, Pa., 1864. 225 tons. 156 x 33. 
Engines, 13’s- 4% ft. Two boilers. All three of these GLIDE 
boats were built for Capt. W.C. Anderson. Ran Pittsburgh- 
Cincinnati and did so well Capt. Anderson added a texas at 
Pittsburgh in October 1864. Still in P&C trade spring 1865 
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seasons; was at New Orleans, but never above Pomeroy on 
the Ohio. Capt. Sterling McIntyre was first master with 
James DuPuy, mate. DuPuy became master and in all was 
with the boat 28 years. Capt. Ben I. Pattison succeeded him. 
Launched May 16, 1896, and christened by Miss Rosa 
Brooks, daughter of Lee H. Brooks who headed Coney 
Island. Originally docked at the foot of Vine Street, and 
later moved to the foot of Broadway. Capt. Harry W. Doss 
was pilot and Homer Denney played calliope. In winter she 
was kept in the mouth of Licking River, and later in the 
mouth of the Kentucky. In January 1918in Kentucky River 
she broke loose in ice and drifted below Madison, Ind., 
where she was safely landed and taken to the Louisville 
Canal. During an excursion with Gallipolis and Point Pleas- 
ant folks aboard she hit a low-hanging wire at Dam 26, 
knocked down her stacks, and two boys were injured. A 
marine parade was staged from Cincinnati to Point Pleas- 
ant, Oh., Apr. 27, 1922, celebrating the centennial of the 
birth of General U.S. Grant, and while upbound the for- 
ward hurricane deck collapsed injuring 28 boys, one of them 
permanently. Her partner boat in the Coney run was the 
PRINCESS, ex-FRANCIS J. TORRANCE (see), until 1918 
and then the MORNING STAR (see). Coney Island, which 
was no island at all, was eminently successful, and on Nov. 
4, 1922, when the JSLAND QUEEN and MORNING STAR 
burned at Cincinnati, along with the TACOMA and CHRIS 
GREENE (ist), two generations of Cincinnatians were 
stunned. 


2800 ISLAND QUEEN 


SW ex sh b. Midland, Pa., by Midland Barge Co. (hull), 
and completed at Cincinnati by her owners, Coney Island 
Co. 286.1 x 45.6 x 7.3. Barnes compound non-condensing 
engines, 22’s, 40’s- 9 ft. Six boilers. Burned fuel oil. Pad- 
dlewheels 30 ft. in dia. working 16 ft. buckets, 20 arms. Con- 
struction started in 1923 and she was completed and 
dedicated Apr. 18, 1925. Carried passengers to and from 
Coney Island during the season and tramped before and 
after, Pittsburgh to New Orleans. In October 1929 en route 
to St. Louis struck Paul Jones Rock, eight miles below there, 
and had to be docked in New Orleans. She beached out at 
Coney Island Mar. 11, 1929, with 39.6 on Cincinnati 
marks, but was freed when U.S. towboats came to the scene 
with dredge C. B. HARRIS. She was taken to Dravo Marine 
Ways, Neville Island, Pa., in January 1941 for hull work, 
and the addition of sponsons increased width to 51.6 ft. 
Capt. Charles N. Hall was long her master; Capt. Harry 
Doss, pilot; Homer Denney, calliope. George F. Schott, 
president of Coney Island, died July 25, 1935, and was suc- 
ceeded by his son Edward L. Schott, then 28. On Sept. 9, 
1947, at Pittsburgh, her fuel tanks exploded resulting in the 
destruction of the boat, and loss of 19 lives. No passengers 
were aboard at the time. Capt. Ernest Wagner was mate at 
the time and jumped from the roof to save himself. The 
DELTA QUEEN had just been pulled out on the Dravo 
Marine Ways that day, fresh from California. The wreck 


was removed by Crain Bros. Inc., Pittsburgh, on a bid of 
q 
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$28,500. The ‘‘Big Liz,’’ as she was called, had license to 
carry 4,100 passengers. 


2801 ISSAQUENA 
SW pwhb. Ironton, Oh., 1879. Originally named CITYOF 
IRONTON (see). She was sold in June 1882 to Vicksburg & 
Greenville Packet Co., and rebuilt at Cincinnati to measure 
190.7 x 28x 4.7, and renamed. Capt. H.C. Marionneaux, 
master, with Frank Steigelman, clerk, in Vicksburg- 
Greenville trade. Burned near Vicksburg, April 1887. 


2802 ISTROUMA 


Recess wheel ferry wh b. Jeffersonville, Ind., by Howard, 
1896. 120 x 25 x5. Owned by Baton Rouge Ferry Co. Sunk 
at Baton Rouge in October 1915 during a severe storm. 


2803 ITASCA 

SW pwhb. Cincinnati, Oh., 1857. 230 x 35x 5.6. Engines, 
20’s- 7 ft. 340 tons. Paddlewheels 28 ft. dia. working 10 ft. 
buckets. Four boilers. Capt. David Whitten, master, 
1857-1860. Capt. Jesse Y. Hurd, master, 1861-1862. Up- 
per Mississippi packet, teamed up with KEY CITY (see). 
Burnedat Paducah, Ky., Dec. 27, 1868. Machinery wentto 
BELLE OF LA CROSSE. 


2804 IVANHOE 


SW pwhb. Elizabeth, Pa., 1848. 298 tons. Burned and lost 
at Cincinnati, Oh., Nov. 9, 1849. 


2805 Ivy 


The wrecking boat TRAVIS WRIGHT in November 1873 
removed from the Yazoo River near Liverpool landing an 
interesting relic in the form of a vessel 191 x 28 x 9 powered 
by a vertical condensing engine, beam type, 44” dia. by 11 
ft. stroke. Ithad been purposely burned by the Confederates 
in May 1863 to prevent its capture. This 454-ton vessel had 
beentheC.S. privateer V.H. IVY, known in the war years as 
IVY. 


2806 IZETTA 

SW p whb. McKeesport, Pa., 1859. 301 tons. In January 
1861 arrived at Cincinnati from Memphis with cotton con- 
signed to Pittsburgh, Capt. William Windsor. She was im- 
pressed into U.S. service as a transport 1862-1864, owned 
by Capt. John Kyle and others. Acquired by USQMD in 
April 1865. Sold to private owners that fall and renamed 
MEXICO on Nov. 25, 1865. Burned and lost at St. Louis, 
Jan. 20, 1867. 


J 


2807 J.A. COTTEN 
SW pwhb. Jeffersonville, Ind., by Howard, 1861. 549 tons. 
229 x 36x 7. Built for the New Orleans & Bayou Sara Mail 
Line Co., E. Lanone, president, of New Orleans. Capt. 


vV.B. Baranco, master. Converted into a gunboat by the 
Confederates and was destroyed in Bayou Teche by U.S. 
gunboats on Jan. 14, 1863. 


9808  Jj.A. CoTTON 


SW pwh b. Jeffersonville, Ind., by Howard, 1861. 177 x34 
x 6.9. Engines, 22’s- 8 ft. Four boilers. Originally named 
MARY T. (see). Following the loss of the original J.A. COT- 
TEN the MARY T. was commissioned as a Confederate 
gunboat Mar. 19, 1863, renamed. She was captured by 
U.S. forces at Shreveport, La., in June 1865 and sent to 
Mound City, Ill. In Confederate service was often referred 
to simply as COTTON. She was sold to private owners at the 
conclusion of the war and went to Pittsburgh, Pa., under her 
own steam, where she was dismantled. Capt. Thomas S. 

Calhoun bought the machinery and used it in building the 

side-wheel GLENCOE (see). 


689, J. Ae COTTEN, steamboat, of New Orleans. Built at Jefferson- 
ville, Ind,, 1861. 549 9/95 tonss 229 ft. x 36 ft. x 7 ft. One deck, 
no masts, transom stern, plain head, cabin on deck. Previously en- 
rolled, No, 329, Mar. 19, 1861, at Louisville, Ky. 

Enrolled, No. 58, Apr. 30, 1861. Owner: New Orleans & Bayou 
Sara Mail Line Co., F. Lanone, president, New Orleans. Master: V. B. 
RBaranco, (CS) 


2807. Ss J.A. COTTEN 
SW pwhb. Jeffersonville, Ind. , by Howard, 1861. 549 tons. 
229 x 36 x 7. Built for the New Orleans & Bayou Sara Mail 
Line Co., E. Lanone, president, of New Orleans. Capt. 


v.B. Baranco, master. Converted into a gunboat by the 
Confederates and was destroyed in Bayou Teche by U.S. 
gunboats on Jan. 14, 1863. 


x 6.9. Engines, 22’s- 8 ft. Four boilers. Originally named 
MARY T. (see). Following the loss of the original J.A. COT- © 
TEN the MARY T. was commissioned as a Confederate 
gunboat Mar. 19, 1863, renamed. She was captured by 
U.S. forces at Shreveport, La., in June 1865 and sent to 
Mound City, Ill. In Confederate service was often referred 
tosimply as COTTON. She was sold to private owners at the 
conclusion of the war and went to Pittsburgh, Pa., under her 
own steam, where she was dismantled. Capt. Thomas S. 
Calhoun bought the machinery and used it in building the 
side-wheel GLENCOE (see). 
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9808 jJ.A. COTTON 
SW pwhb. Jeffersonville, Ind., by Howard, 1861. 177 x 34 
hs 
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3841 Mary T. 


SW pwhb. Jeffersonville, Ind., by Howard, 1860. 185 x 34 
x8. Engines, 22’s- 8 ft. Four boilers, each 40” by 26 ft. Built 


or the New Orleans Coast & Lafourche Transportation 
~o., New Orleans. First master, Capt. Joseph D. Phelps. 
she pinch-hit for the CHARMER in the New Orleans- 
‘icksburg trade, and was there 1861, Capt. Richard 
Holmes, carrying Confederate States Mail. In spring 1863 
sae was outfitted to become a Confederate gunboat, re- 
seamed J.A. COTTON. The U.S. captured her at Alexan- 
ana, ‘La., June 1Wvbd, wid despite Peas, fram. the original 
owners to the effect that the boat had been confiscated from 
them by the Rebels, she was sent to Mound City, Ill. Sold, 
and in early 1866 she was stemming her way to Pittsburgh 
tor dismantling. The engines were sold to Capt. Thomas 
Calhoon and used on his GLENCOE (see). The old hulk was 
moored at McKees Rocks, Pa., and in February 1867 was 
swept away by ice, then owned by Capt. R. Fisher. 


3842 Mary Z. COMEAUX 

Stw p wh b. Pittsburgh, Pa., 1883, originally named 
ALABAMA (see). Bought by Capt. F.J. Comeaux and 
others 1887-1888 and renamed. In 1890 ran New Orleans- 
Bayou Goula, Capt. F.J. Comeaux, teamed up with the 
SELLE OF THE COAST and WHISPER (both see). Presi- 
dent of the Line was M.N. Wood, 2 Canal St. She is not 
histed in List of Merchant Vessels after 1890. 


3843 MARYLAND 


Stw p wh b. Louisville, Ky., 1857. 118 tons. First home 
port, Nashville, Tenn. Burned and lost at Louisville, Ky., 
Oct. 24, 1857. 


3844 MaAscotT 


Stw p wh b. Evansville, Ind., 1886. See LA MASCOTTE, 
the enrolled name. 


3845 MascorT 
Prop launch sh b. Charleston, W. Va., by Ward Engineer- 
ing Works, 1893. 61 x 8.1 x 3.3. She was acquired by the 
U.S. Engineers and used on Kanawha River. Sold later to 
Capt. E.A. Burnside, Pt. Pleasant, W. Va., who used her 
for private excursions. He sold her 1912 to St. Louis and in 
1918 was owned at Kansas City, Mo. 


3846 MASON 
SW pwhb. Maysville, Ky., 1863.57 tons. A dispatch from 
Cincinnati, Apr. 9, 1864, says she has been acquired by the 
U.S. Engineers for service on the Big Sandy River. In 1869 
she was at Evansville, Capt. James Van Eaton, Jr. Lost on 
the St. Francis River, Ark., in June 1870. 


3847, Masonic GEM 

Stw p wh b. Mound City, Ill. (hull), and completed at 
Evansville, Ind., 1859. 125 x 26 x 4. She was the pioneer 
U.S. Mail packet on Green River, running Evansville- 
Bowling Green. During the war she transported troops. In 
October 1863 took the 131st Illinois Infantry from Calloway 
Landing on the Tennessee River to Vicksburg. Machinery 
came from RAVEN. Off the lists 1866. 
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3848 MATAMORAS 
Stw p wh b. Shousetown, Pa., 1860. 172 tons. First home 
port, Point Isabel, Tex. Sold to the USQMD during the 
war. Redocumented 1866. Off the lists 1867. 


3849 MATE 
Stw p wh b. Edwardsport, Ind., 1865. 59 tons. Operated on 
Wabash River both above and below Vincennes, Capt. 


B.F. Cunningham. She was snagged below Palestine, Ind., 
in July 1866. Lost May 17, 1873. 


3850 MATHILDA JANE 


SW ferry wh b. Cincinnati, Oh., 1845. 87 tons. Snagged 
and lost at New Orleans, March 1849. 


3851 MATILDA 


SW pwhb. Cincinnati, Oh., 1859. 41 tons. First home port, 
New Orleans. Went to Confederate registry 1861. 


3852 Matt F. ALLEN 

Stw p wh b. Jeffersonville, Ind., by Howard, 1887. 149.5 x 
28.3 x4. Built for the Lovell Line on Cumberland River and 
ran Nashville-Burnside. Came to the upper Ohio in 1891, 
run by Capt. Henry R. Kraft and others, with W.M. Good- 
win, clerk, Wheeling-Parkersburg. Sold in April 1896 to 
Capt. Walter Blair who took her to the Upper Mississippi 
and changed her name to CARRIER (see). 


3853 MatT F. GRACEY 
Stw p wh b. Clarksville, Tenn., 1874. 55 tons. Primarily a 
freight boat. Involved 1879 in an attempt to run “‘line”’ 
packets to Port Royal, Tenn. 


3854 MaArtTTIE 
Stw pwhb. Paducah, Ky., 1863. 134x30x4. Didtransport 
service during the war. RanonSt. Francis and White rivers 


owned by Preston and Kennedy Lodwick. Snagged and lost 
at Cut Off, Ark., May 14, 1867, with loss of two lives. 


3855 MATTIE BELL 


Rig? p whb. in Ohio 1869. 41 tons. Sounds like a canalboat 
with steam power. Came out in the Ripley-Concord trade, 
upper Ohio, round trip daily. Sold by U.S. Marshal at 
Helena, Ark., in October 1871 to Capt. C.A. Walterhouse 
for $405. Documented at Memphis 1876. 


3856 MATTIE BELL 

Stw p wh b. Rocheport, Mo., 1875. 173.2 x 26.2 x 4.2. 
Engines, 13’s- 4% ft. Two boilers. In the Star Line, St. 
Louis-Kansas City, Capt. Ralph Whitledge. Ran competi- 
tion with the R.W. DUGAN, Capt. W.L. Heckmann, Sr. 
The result was a rate war during which wheat was carried at 
three cents a sack and the DUGAN was whipped out. The 
Star Line folded later. Capt. E.W. Gould was master when 
she snagged at the foot of Cora Island, Missouri River, Aug. 
25, 1879. Sold to St. Louis, Naples & Peoria Packet Co., 
Capt. James Abrams, and sank in winter quarters at St. 
Louis, Jan. 30, 1888. 
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36 UP THE HILL TO FAME AND FORTUNE October 


His ingenuity with this project impressed the St. Louis of that day so 
much that a description of it has found its way into several city histories. 
For those of a mechanical mind, this is a description of how he turned the 
shaft when no machine in St. Louis was available for such work: He took 
two cog wheels, bolting the larger one to the face plate of a lathe, and put 
the smaller on the center shaft, supporting it by a wooden structure. The 
shaft was turned in this manner, and the Jubilee was soon back in service. 

No longer would steamboatmen have to go all the way to the Ohio River 
to get machinery and to have repairs done. St. Louis had come of age. 
So had Samuel Gaty—he was on his way up the heights. 

The foundry grew until it occupied the entire block bounded by Main, 
Second, Cherry and Morgan streets. The first heat was applied to the 
Gaty furnace in July, 1831, andthe first job was making castings for Capt. 
Swon’s steamer Carrollton. These were said to be the first castings molded 
in St. Louis. Later, Gaty was to build the first steamboat engine con- 
structed west of the Mississippi. 

He was interested in steamboats in other ways, too. He aided in the 
construction of the steamer Eagle for the St. Louis-Alton trade. This was 
the first complete boat built in St. Louis. Later, Mr. Gaty became one of 
the operators of the Keokuk Packet Company. 

There were a number of changes in the ownership of the foundry during 
succeeding years, as indicated by these names of the firm: Gaty and 
Coonce; Gaty, Coonce and Morton; Gaty, Coonce and Beltshoover; Gaty, 
Coonce and Glasby; and Gaty, McCune and Glasby. Mr. Gaty retired 
{from the firm in July, 1862, and it apparently was dissolved. 

That same year Gaty became president and manager of the Western 
Division of the Ohio and Mississippi Railroad. He was active in other 
St. Louis companies, including the Hope Mining Company, which had 
mines in Montana, and the St. Louis Transfer Company. Mr. Gaty was 
president of both. 

He did not confine his activities to the industrial community, however. 
Samuel Gaty was often a member of the St. Louis Board of Aldermen, 
and was also on the City Council. He worked for the establishment, and 
then the extension, of the city waterworks. 

The name of Samuel Gaty is also found in the list of civic leaders of 
his day who backed St. Louis and western expansion. He was one of the 
committee of 25 leaders who were appointed to prepare for a national 
convention in St. Louis in October, 1849, to work for a railroad and tele- 
eraph line from St. Louis to San Francisco. 

He was also in the group who backed, in 1855, the building of a bridge 
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across the Mississippi River. The project was proposed by Josiah Dent 
who had Major J. W. Bissell as engineer. This was to be a Gaipetsad 
bridge costing $1,500,000; Gaty was one of the incorporators. 

Two years later came a bank crisis, and perhaps that is one reason the 
bridge plan did not succeed. But, in this crisis that struck the nation, 
Mr. Gaty was one of those who helped St. Louis weather the storm. To 
save two of the most prominent banks here, business men underwrote them 
pledging their own fortunes. Gaty, along with such men as Edward Walsh, 
Thos. T, Gantt, T. H. Benton and H. Crittenden guaranteed the safety a 
deposits in the Renick and Peterson banking house. 

Other crises were to come, and again Samuel Gaty was one of those 
who met them. In 1861, the country was split into North and South with 
the fate of St. Louis and Missouri in the balance. The state governor was 
for the South, and Republican leaders and some Democrats Rs well ae 
need for St. Louis to show its true colors. On January 12, they apekniaed 
a Grand Union Meeting on the east front of the Courthouse “to ake 
the sentiments of St. Louis on the great issues before the country.” | 

There was a salute of 33 guns at noon, followed by another at 2 p.m 
Col. Robert Campbell was selected president, and Samuel Gaty was one af 
oe vice-presidents. The Crittenden proposal was endorsed, and there were 

3 cheers for the Union.” 

He was again selected a vice-president on February 8, 1861, when the 
Constitutional Union Party was called together to campaign for candidates 
for a state convention. The war finally over, commerce on the Mississippi 
was still hampered by government regulations on freight, and a ie is 
cent fee on all shipments. St. Louis merchants, seeine anak traffic id — 
going through to New Orleans, organized a committee to £0 to Wastin 
ton to confer with President Lincoln. The resolution, dated July 24 1863 
named Samuel Gaty as one of the committee. rs 

Sam Gaty married Miss Eliza J, Burbridge in 1843, and 13 children 
were born to them. He died on June 9, 1887. Samuel Gate is buried in 
Bellefontaine Cemetery and his lot is one of the most interesting there 
Around the central shaft is a circle of small stones with carvines es thease 
They apparently depict the various stages of life, or the hie The 
carvings on some are obliterated and the viewer can’t be sure af aha 
they stand for. Perhaps, though, these stones are meant to trace the atl 
to the heights of fame and fortune trod by Samuel Gaty. Concinie tag 


was a notable rise—from a poor orphan to a respected leader in his chosen 
community. 








































| Paltron L. G. c. p. Johnson n. Ursulines 


| Pangé Andrew, painter, 66 Ursulknes 


| Pantonay Patrick, laborer, 36 Religious 
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| Palfrey & Lincoln, (Wm. Palfrey, R. M. 
Palfrey Wm. (Palfrey & Lincoln,) 13 
| Pallock Jean P. steward, St. Ann n. Broad 


! Palmer A., Dryades n. St. Andrew 


| Palmer John, laborer, 558 Rampart, d. 3 


Palms Louis, register U. S. Land Office, 


| Paloc Adele Mrs. 267 Customhouse 


} Palomina Raphael, cigars, 428 St. Claude 


| Palos Mathias, shoemaker, 360 Royal, d.3 
| Paltron Edmund, widow, 211 Johnson 
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Palfrey Charles, clerk, 146 Carondelet . 

Palfrey George (Palfrey & Co:) d.. 373 
Magazine 

Palfrey G. W. clerk, 57 Carondelet 

Palfrey & Co. (H.W. Palfrey, George. Pal- 
Frey, ) brokers, 100 Gravier 

Palfrey. H.W.( Palfrey & Co.) d.132 Julia 

Palfrey’s Warehouse, Delord ce. Foucher 

Palfrey R. J. cashier Branch Bank, d. 142 
Carondelet 


Lincoln, ) com.mers. 13'Tchoupitoulas 
Tchoupitoulas 


Palm Charles, blacksmith, 75 Piety 
Palmean Henry, La. av. c. Water, J. C. 
Palmer Alexander, lab. 76 Clouet 


Palmer Benj. M. Rev. Dr. 63 Prytania 
Palmer Henry, drayman ,Clara n.Common 


Palmer M. G. Capt. 52 Mandeville 

Palmer Robt. lab. Porth. St. John Baptist 

Palmer'V. Mrs. 352 Ursulines 

Palmer W. H. (Thomas R. Brady & Co.) 
Julia c. New. Levee, d. 254 Girod 

Palmer W. L. (J. W. Stanton & Co.) 93 
Camp 

Palmes Oliver, tow boats,10 Marigny blds. 
d. 341 Magazine 

Palmistry Miss, 247 Royal 

PALMS, A. sr., Union Flour and 
Saw Mills. On hand Fresh 
Ground Flour, Rye, Buck- 
wheat and Graham Flour, 
Shorts, Bran, Meal, Hominy, 
Ground Flaxseed, Mustard 
dnd Oileake Meal, Lumber of 
all kinds. Boxes -made to 
order, 106 and 107 Levee, d. 
3, b. Port and Enghien, d. 
Port ¢c. Chartres. 





30 Camp, third story 


Paloc H. Mrs. 169 Main 
Paloc Pierre, steward, 343 Conti 


Palos J. S. de, St. Ann c. Robertson 


Paltron Frederick, c. p. 229 Villeré 
Paltron J. B. c. p. Orleans c. Derbigny 


Pana Jos. cigar maker, 54 Union, d. 3 
Pandelly George, superintendent Pont. R. 
R. d. 106 Marigny 


Panquere J. L. laborer, Bordeaux n. Mi- | 
lan, Jeff. City 


Panquerre Urbain, St. John’s Great Route | 








Paoso Fred. laborer, 206'Union, d. 3 
Papard Francois, cooper, 161 Ursulines 


Papes Aug. (Chas. Frederick §& Co.). 147 
Chartres ; 

Papin. Michael, florist, Bartholomew. c: 
Burgundy é : 


Papini Charles, 335. Erato 

Papalardo Vincent, book keeper, 4 Front 

Paquet. Fanny, f. w. c. 307 Rampart, d. 2 

Paquet George, Dauphin n. Union 

Paquet George, painter, 303 St. Peter 

Paquet Louis, carpenter, 77 Louisa 

Paquet L. grocer, 151 Urquhart 

Paquot. Chas.clk.126 Canal,d.247 Bourbon 

Paquot Charlies, carpenter, 131 Toulouse 

Paratey S. c. h. 67 Burgundy, d. 2 

Paraza John, cigar maker, 22 Union, d. 3 

Pardo Ambrosia, 308 Royal 

Parenin Eugene, bread, Claiborne. ce. Ma- 
rigny 

Parent A. c. h. and bdg. h. 14 St. Philip 

Parent Eugene, f.w.c. Capt. lake schooner, 
d. 153 Carondelet walk 

Parent Frangois, 145 Marigny 

Parent H. f. w. c. Common-c. Rampart 

Parent Peter, watchmaker, Canalc. Royal, 
d. 101 Trémé, d. 2 

Parent Guiseppe, shoemaker, 65 Main 

Parga Manuel, c. h. Front c. St. James 

Parham E. F. clerk, Tchoupit. c. Gravier 

Parham J. G. superinten’t public schools, 
d. 4, d. Sixth n. St. Charles 

Parham John M. apothecary, 50 Natchez 

Parham William, First n. Dryades 

Parham William E. clerk, 13 and 15 Camp 

Paris A. butcher, 16 Poydras market 

Paris Amédée, carpenter, 36 Bourbon 

Paris Burdett Capt. 15 Gasquet 

Paris C. grocer, 218 Union, d. 3 

Paris Greenberry,book keeper,69 Tchoup. 

Paris Lavau Mrs. 152 St. Ann 


Paris M. Mrs. grocer, Rampart e.St. Philip: | 


Paris Narcisse, barkeeper, 201 Dauphine 

Paris William, c. p. 185 Marigny 

Parish Charles, clerk, Euterpe n. Prytania 

Parish Prison,Orleans b.Trémé and Marais 

Parish Wm. H. carp. 291 Annunciation 

Parisy J. verterin’y surgeon, 176 St. Peter 

Park Edward S. clerk, 80 Canal 

Park Geo. N. engineer, 732 Dauphine, d.3 

Park Henry laborer, 463 Royal, d. 3 

Park John, printer, 449 Basin 

Park Jno. F. chronom.maker,38 Magazine 

Parke Henry D. clerk, 84 Canal, d. 29] 
Annuneiation 

Parker Abraham, butcher, St. Mary’s mkt 

Parker Adeline, f. w. c. 297 Bienville 

Parker A. H. mate, 109 Dauphine 

Parker Charles, 128 Poydras 


| 
Parker Cunningham, painter, Melpomene | 
| 


n. Magnolia 
Parker C. A. builder, 282 Calliope 
Parker Eliz. Mrs. 73 Polymnia 
Parker Elizabeth f. w. ce. 297 Bienville 
Parker E. T. sheriff parish Orleans, sher- 
iff’s office, d. Camp c. Thalia 
Parker George, 240 Mandeville 
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Island No. 34, Mississippi River. 
Difficulty of navigation in vicinity of, I, 26. 
Order of D. D. Porter for destruction of property 
on, etc., I, 23. 
Island No. 63, Mississippi River. 
Attack upon U. S. transport Chancellor near, 
and burning of property in retaliation, June 2. 
1863, 1, 25. 
| Island No. 65, Mississippi River. 
4 Affairs in vicinity of, I, 25. 
Firing upon U. S. hospital boat Memphis near, 
iE, 25. 
Island No. 67, Mississippi River. 
Attack upon Confederates near, June 3, 1863, 
pag 
Island No. 68, Mississippi River. 
Affairs in vicinity of, I, 25. 
Expedition to, November 7, 1864, I, 26. 
Island No. 76, Mississippi River. 
Seizure and release of steamer Sweden at, I, 25. 
Island No. 82, Mississippi River. 


j 
j 
i 
t 
' 
; Engagement with battery at, May 18, 1863, I, 25. 
Island Queen, American Steamer. 
Capture of, by John Y. Beall, I, 3. 
| 
‘ 
e 
§ 
[ 


Mentioned, II, 3. 
Islander, U. S. Army Steamer, I, 9. 
Isnaga, Civilian, I, 1+. 
Tsondiga, C. 8. S. 
Data concerning, IT, 1. 
Destruction of, December 21, 1865, I, 16. 
Mentioned, I, 13-15, 16; II, 1, 2. 
Orders for movements, I, 14-16. 
Isonomia, U.S. 8S. 
Captures made by, I, 17. 
Data concerning, II, 1. 
Joint operations in vicinity of St. Marks, Fla., 
February 23-March 7, 1865, I, 17. 
Mentioned, I, 3. 
Orders for movements, I, 10, 17. 
Israel; J. W., 0145 
Isturitz y Montero, Francois Xavier, I, 3+; II, 3. 
See Spanish ambassador to France. 
Italia, Belle. See Belle Italia, sloop. 
Italy, King of, I, 1+-, 2+; I, 3. 
Italy, Prince Humbert of, I, 2+. 
Italy, U. S. minister to, I, 2+. 
Itasca, American Brig, I, 1. 
Itasca, U. S. S. 
Captures made by, I, 17, 20, 21. 
Data concerning, II, 1. 
Engagement at Grand Gulf, Miss., Tune 9, 1862, 
I, 18. 
Mentioned, I, 3, 6, 9, 12, 16-18, 22, 27. 
Operations: 
Against Forts Jackson and St. Philip, I, 18. 
In Mississippi River: 
At Donaldsonville, La., I, 19. 
At Plaquemine, La., I, 19. 
Reconnoissance to Port Hudson, La., No- 
vember 19, 1862, I, 19. 
In Mobile Bay, August 2-28, 1864, I, 21. 
On coast of Texas, I, 20. 
Orders for movements, I, 18-22. 
Iuka, U. S. 8. 
Captures made by, I, 17. 


*3 Formerly V. H. Ivy, C. S. privateer. 
§9 Formerly steamer Terror, which see. 


JA. Hazard, Bark, 1, 12. -\— 
J. Alexander, Schooner, 1,6. ~ v.26 vos at mts 
J. Appleton, Revenue Cutter. 
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Iuka, U. S. S.—Continued. 
Data concerning, II, 1. 
Joint operations in vicinity of St. Marks, Fla., 
February 23 to March 7, 1865. See St. Marks, 
Fla, 
Mentioned, I, 3, 17, 27. 
Movements of, I, 17. 
Orders for movements, I, 17. 
Ivanhoe, Steamer. 
Chasing ashore of, June 30, and destruction, July 
6, 1864, I, 21. 
Ivas, Emerson, I, 7. 
Ivens, E. M., I, 18; II, 1. 
Ivens & Clark, IT, 1. 
Iverica, Spanish Ship, I, 3. 
vest Bree. hunts 
Ives, Edward T., II, 1. 
Ives, Herbert H., II, 1. 
Ives, Ralph O., I, 19. 
Ives, Thomas Poynton, I, 5, 6, 8, 11; II, 1. 
Ivey, Master, Ship John Barbour, I, 6. 
Ivey, Norton, ITI, 1. 
Ivory, Maurice, I, 25. 
Ivy, C.S. 8S. 
Attack upon Federal vessels at Head of Passes, 
Mississippi River, October 9, 12. 1861, I, 16. 
Data concerning, IT, 1. 
Mentioned, I, 1+, 16+ -19, 22, 23; II, 1, 2. 
Operations in: 
Defense of Island No. 10, I, 22. 
In Mississippi River, I, 16. 
Ivy,” U.S. S. 
Data concerning, IT, 1. 
Mentioned, I, 20, 23-27, 
Ivy, Edward; I, 18. 
Izard, R.S., I, 5+. 
Izetta, Steamer, I, 22. 


_J. Battle, Steamer, 1,27, 


J. A. Cotton, C. S. S. 

Data concerning, II, 1. 

Destruction of. See Bayou Teche, La. Joint 
attack wpon Confederate defenses on, January 
14, 1863. 

Mentioned, I, 20. 

Operations in Atchafalaya River and Bayou 
Teche, La., October 31-November 5, 1862. 
See Atchafalaya River and Bayou Teche, La., 
Operations in. 


* November 10-13, 1862, I, 19. 


J. A. Cotton (No. 2)! C. S. 8S. 
Engagement with Federal vessels at Fort De 
Russy, Red River, May 5, 1863, I, 20. 
Mentioned, I, 20, 25-27; IT, 1, 2. 
Surrender of, I,27. “ ¥ 


Se 


Loss of, I, 16. 
Mentioned, I, 4+, 16. 


J, Arthur, Confederate Schooner, I, 17. 
J. B. Spafford, Schooner. 


Capture of, by John C. Braine, March 31, 1865, 
lis 


J. C. Baxter, Schooner, I, 9. 
J. C. Bickman, Brig, I, 5. 


1 Formerly Mary T., which see, 
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J. CO, Calhoun, C, S. Privateer, I, 1, 
J. C. Davis, Barge. 
Loss and destruction of, I, 5. 

J. C. Dobbin, Revenue Steamer, I, * 
J. C. Henry, Schooner, I, 9. 

J. C. Kuhn, U. S. Bark. 

Data concerning, IT, 1. 
Mentioned, I, 16-22, 27. 
Orders for movements, I, 18. 

J. C. L. Sturgis, Schooner, I, 7. 

J. ©. Landis, J. S. A. Transport, 1 
J. C. McCabe, Sloop. 

Capture of, I, 8. 

J. C. Roker, Schooner. 

Capture of, December 3, 1862, I, ! 
Disposition of, I, 8. 
Mentioned, I, 9. 

J. C. Snow, Steamer, I, 23. 

J.C. Warner, Schooner. See S. J. 

J. D. Billard, U. S. S. 

See Rocket, U. S. S., II, 1. 

J. D. Clarke, Confederate Steamer, 
D. McCarty, Steamer, I, 18, 27. 
D. Perry, Steamer, I, 22, 23, 25. 
D. Sadin, Steamer, I, 27. 

E. Bazely. See Bazely, U. S. S 
E 
E 
F 


Ae 
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J.E. 
J. E. Coffee, Steamer, II, 1. 
J. E. Coffee, Steamer. See Winslo’ 
J. F. Chapman, American Ship, I, 
J. F. Freeborn, U. S. S. 
See Nansemond, U. S. 8S. 
J. F. Pargoud, Steamer, I, 24. 
J. F. Starr, Steamer, I, 8. 
J. F. Stockdale, Steamer. 
See Stockdale, U. S. S., I, 25. 
J. Frambes, Schooner, I, 12. 
J. G. Curtis, Chartered Schooner. 
Orders for movements, I, 2. 
J. & G. Fair, Schooner, I, 7+. 
J. G. Loane, U.S. 8S. 
See Zeta, U. S. S., I, 1. 
J. H. Etheridge, Schooner. 
Capture of, I, 5. 
J. H. Jarvis, Confederate Vessel, I, 
J. H. Kennedy, Brig, I, 14. 
J. H. Lacey, Steamer, I, 26. 
J. H. Toone, British Schooner, I, 
J.J. Crittenden, Schooner. 
Captured April 10, 1862, I, 7. 
Date concerning, IT, 1. 
J.J. Houseman, Schooner. 
Capture of. See asiville, 
schooners at, etc. 
J.J. Jennin, U. S. Schooner, I, 27. 
J.J. MeNeil, Schooner. 
Capture of, January 25, 1862, I, 
Mentioned, I, 18+, 27. 
J.J. Roe, Steamer, I, 24. 
J.J. Spencer, American Schooner, 
J. Jerome, Steamer, I, 5. 
J. K. Kirkman, U.S. S. 
See Jonquil, U. S. S., U, 1. 
J.K.L., British Bark, I, 27. 
J.L. Day, Steamer, Il, 1. 
J. L. Hess, Schooner, I, 8. 
J. L. Larkland, Steamer, I, 24. 


7 Probably S. J. Waring. 








Pe a oi paced Pp oe ‘ mis | Se Page No. eee 
~ SCHEDULE 1—Free Inhabitants in 7 Eb Wid. tn the County of ae Bziinc Stato 





rder of 


umbered in the ; 
order of visitation. 


| Dwelling-houses— || — 
n 
Families numbered | 
in the o 


(ieee 
| so | eeeeeres: 


onmnreart 8 8 








ks 
cz 
221i 
b 
a 
a3 
bE 


& 
os 


i PY 
A 


IE 








eee " ‘ eae, BY ba a i (ii en , 3 
ie Ne 22% : as as sila YY 


SCHEDULE 1—Free Inhabitants in Zu! Wad, 9 Sera , in the zally ries thls vee ta” Zz 


of 4icUuI enumerated by me, on the With) day of July 1960. be wren « Vall ne goer sees 
Post Offices Yet plecud | 












123 zs a Danensers pea : Vaius ov Esvars Owmns. 

- d+ =5 . EE 

ak ! Ee The name of every person whose usual FE 3 Profession, Occupation, or Trade of | Place of Birth, ig. 
ATS 5 § place of abode on the first day of June, | $33 each person, male and female, over ? Naming the State, Tersisory, i 
ZSe | £33 | 1960, wasin this famil | | as years of Fides, | -- Panton 
SES 474 | i Y- = years of age. Estate. | Personal or Country. 
pee eg » | 

[sta s 
Pe M30 fs 














|e OO |] | S| 





4 2 ae] lerhicalive . aa 


SER Yo ee ea, PP aie ean AD gee eee, ae oti eee 


aN taclef Matin BA ped __ Canfrtalt, 7 Tebeh deaee'| A) Ge ae 








[raat] RSS Sees one... 
= 


: a ae xe cy ¢ Ws a eae ' 
im i Yad Bid) SS ae 
: 











Pag 





Pon cen lee wiles 





3 | 

























Cat 

le - 
Lip waft Val Peebles set iS rae eg 

; at 


? 
PPDBEL Ef LEC Ltr. 


2 Coes 


Ll bie Be. Soa: 


cee “y ae ted 


ie 29 £6, ¥ 
fae shy 
| Megaretce _ 








> Nested, __ 


Ne. colored females, No. deaf and dumb, Neo. insane, 





> * - . 2 
. we, Fe = a: - = : >. 
hs Bele pig tenn te iT ig OLR Te . 
3 Hei oe 4 ee! ; oe 5 ae ee 
; Laakso w ze Su. YY, Fhe a” ae ye TH” 
ms a =: 4, €F (ae ¥ <: = 


ive Se ee 





| 


sahil ls dati mags neni oka 


‘ 
{ik 
ik: 











nt Cn eT SS a aay ae 
*s “a eee = A 


yes 


ee ee fg Al : —iape a Di a 


; ee . ‘ Page No. BE 
peg 1—Free Inhabitants in _<—- Les in the of ee Hoy State 
of zz-.er.2__ enumerated by me, on the _ ZF aay of Tay pee 
Post Office <72Z 7 a ee 










































| £ g zs Descurrion. Vator or Esrare Ownnn. | is # 
cS : =) . 
g as pO c |Sulfta 
g4 EZ _ | The name of every person whose usual Zs ‘S| Profession, Occupation, or Trade of Place of Birth, 3 3 o| bs Me ah es 
See 5 i E place of abode on the first day of June, : 222] each person, male and female, over tee, nee Naiting the BasetTetnorys | * Be ie se ind, insane, 
as &. ri x : ~| 2 , , 
g3 s | £33 1860, was in this family. i|~—~! 15 years of age. Real Estate. | Personal or Country. 225154 Br Paneer 98 
3 23 Ect + . 6 i) Estate. E res ee convict. 
Q i b a ’ 5 a < s Es 
oJ J a | | 
6 7 8 9 12/13 14 

















Chae Y sit ; 
DO acide Heder 7S ak 22277, ae 


No. idiotic, | 









No. colored males, __S No. foreign born, 





: No. white males, No. blind, ___ $6.60D % 
: Ly /° 


c = No. ponies 
No. white females, ela No. colored females, ieee No. deafanddumb,____._ No. insane, __ 





. 


. - 


OPO Lae = 


4 oe 


a A me ROU 


31 





MERCANTILE LIBRARY U PAGE -B@ C jp 


3145167241 


36 


08/17/2685 13 


Raval War Records, Vol. 19, 





Snes 


me ere een ence, 


+ tn, 


OFFICIAL RECORDS 


OF THE 


UNION AND CONFEDERATE NAVIES 


in THE 


WAR OF THE REBELLION. 


PUBLIGRRNM ONDER THK OIRFOTION OF 


Ths Hon, PAUL MORTON, Secretary of the Navy, 
nY 


KR. CHARLES W. STEWART, 
Stiperintendent Library and Nava! War Records, 


eee 





By suTHORITY OF aN ACT OF CONGAKSS APPHKOVED JULY SI, 1884. 





SERIES [---VOLUME 19. 
WEST GULF BLOCKADING SQUADRON 
Faom Juty 16, 1862, 70 Marnce 14, 3868, 


WASHINGTON: 
GOVERNMENT PRINTIXG OFFICH, 
1905, 


ee ee 


iO = A} 





326 WEST GULF BLOCKADING SQUADRON, 


I fear I shall be compelled to fill vacancies with the youths,you all 
prepaid the other day. Ido not mind age if they have experience 
in their profession. I shall have to send you a young man for your 
firet lieutenant. 
iin or, 4 find that the Caroline is loaded with powder, arms, and ammu- 

aition of all kinds. I know the captain very well. He used to supply 
‘all our wants when at Vera Cruz; he then commanded the Jennessee. 
Send the bomb vessel up here, the O. H. Lee. 


_ Yours, truly, 
moe Tom) D, G. Farrasur, 
» ta hte  RearAdmiral. 
* © Commodore Bex, 
Commanding Blockade. 


mw: . pl f 
0 t Operations in Atchajalaya River and Bayou Teche, October 31~Novem- 
. es ber 5, 1862, 


€) & oy 


ror iba 


y ]f Beport of Lientenant-Jommander Bachenan, U. & Kavy, commending U. 8, 8. Calhoun. 


; te U. S. 8. Caznoun, 
cae Off Brashear City, Atchafalaya River, November 9, 1862. 
h ‘ Sim: I have the honor to report that I left Lake Pontchartrain on 
" afternoon of the 25th of ber, to proceed to the South West 
Pass, where I was to be met by the steamers Estrella and St. Afary’s, 
and to. proceed from there to this place, in order to cooperate with 
‘General Weitzel, who was coming along the railroad, and I also hoped 
{t © to eateh some Confederate gunboats. E 
I had expected to bring the steamors Kinsman and Diane with me, 
but the Kinsman broke down at Fort Pike, and the Diana not havin, 
her officers or crew I left without them. I arrived at the South Wes 
Pass on the evening of the 27th, having run aground in coming through 
Pass & !’Outre, and left in company with the Zstrellc, Lieutenant- 
- Commander Cooke, and the U.S. transport St. Mary's, having on board 
the Twenty-first Indiana Regiment, on the morning of the 28th. We 


4 ) darrived in the bay the moening of the 29th and immediately com- 
; f channel, 


amenced staking out the which is very intricate and narrow. 
The rebels had removed all the buoys and stakes, but we by hard 
work managed to work our way a the obstructions in the chan- 
49, mel by the evening of the 30th. The Xinsmen arrived the same even- 
_ Ang re kept the pilot busy all night putting down stakes to get 
“around the obstructions, and as there was not water enough for me to 
steer in I hauled the Kinaman alongside and put alt m and 
ammunition on board of her. The same morning 8 rebel ateamer 
came down to take a look at us and fired three. at us, which [ 
returned with two from my 30-pounder Parrott, when she turned and 
© .ram:baeck. The next day I tried to get the Calhoun over, but she 
+ { grounded. I put three of her guns back and started withthe Evtrella 
y d for Atchafalaya River, but the Estrella also ran aground, and finding 
w it imposaible to get her off until high tide I went with the Kinsman 
| alone to the 8 of the river; but finding nothing I ran out into the 
« bayiand anchored and sent my pilot down to the other vessels. | 
“ brought the Estreila and Sé. Marys up safely the next morning, and Mr. 
Jordan, the executive officer, succeeded in getting around the obstruc- 
and about halfway up the bay, when the Calhoun a 





| understanding the order, fell 
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again. We tried to get her off [in] the Kinsman, but not suceseding, 


gain 
‘and as we had already lost so much time, I took part of my crew a 
“two puns on board and started for this place, where we arrived about f 


7 o’alock p. m. of the 1st. Upon ‘petting off the town I saw a steamer’s 
smoke, which I immediately made for, although I could not fire upon 
her, as my Parrott gun was epiked, how or by whom I can not dis- 
cover. I ordered the Estrefla to open fire, however, and we, a short 
time afterwards getting our gun clear, opened also; the steamer then 
rang her bell very loudly, and we heard persons singing out, “Don’t 
fire,” which has been corroborated by persons from shore, when I 
ordered the Estrela to cease firing and also the Kinsman, thinking she 


' had aurrendared, and for the Eetrefie to rin alongside of her and board 


her, she then being about 1,500 yarys distant, but Captain Cooke, mis- 

ck, and about the same times the || 
steamer fred a gun, striking the Xineman under the port bow. I /| 
immediately opened on her again, snd sti) going full speed made for _ 


' her, but she put up the Atchafalaya River; and although we followed 


her:for nearly an hour she succeeded in escpping from us by her supe- 
rior speed, She proved to be the rebel gunbiat Coton, ironclad, with, 
T think, the casemated and very fast; The same night T cap- 
tured the rebel steamboat A. B. Seger. She felonged to the C. 3. Navy 
and was used ag a dispatch boat, and was commanded by Lieutenant 
{Acting Master] I. C. Coons, C. 8. Navy. The crew ran her on shore 
and deserted her.. She is a small side-wheel boat of about 30 tons and 
not fit to go outside. I brought up the St. Mary’s the same night and 
anchored off Brashear City. Woe landed the next morning and found 
that we had arrived too late by fextgreght hours to prevent the rebels 
from ‘crossing. The Diena.arrived the same day, and shortly after- 
wards Mr. Jordan arrived with the Caihoun. As soon as I had coaled 

I started with all four boats up the Atchafalaya River, to go u 
Bayou Teche to Franklin. About § miles above Pattersonville, an 

3 from the mouth of the Teche I found the enemy pages They bad 
thrown up some earthworks about 2 miles up, which they deserted 
on our approach, and retreated above a bridge called the Cornay 
Bridge. Y opened on them with my Parrott gun, but carrying 
away the chocks to which the breeching was secured I wes obliged to 
stop torepair. I sent Captain Cooke ahead with the other two boats, ( 


- when he soon came in range of the Cotton, who was posted above the 


bridge, and, es we soon found out, they had also the river obstructed. 
The second or third shot struck the Hetrela on her port rail, killing 2 
soldiers who were working a 24-pounder howitzer and wound 

another man and also carrying away the Hetrea's wheel ropes. The 
Eetrella was Se to run on shore to allow the other boats to pass, 
the Teche being here very narrow. The Diana and Kinsmen kept on, 


| butithe Diana having her Parrott guns mounted on an iron carnage 


got it foul and was o “i tostop. The Kinsman, however, kept on 
up to the bridge; and I would respectfully bring to your notice the 
onduct of oe George Wiggin, commanding her. He put; 
is ship right up to the battery on shore, which I have since learne 
consisted of eleven fieldpieces, and within 1,000 yards of the Cotton 
which was as close as he could get. He drove off the fieldpieces an 
kept up fire with his rifled gun on the Cotton. He received 54 shots! 
through his hull and upper works end bad three through his flag. 










328 WEST GULF BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 


He had one round shot through his shell toom and magazine, but for- 
tunately it did no more da than to destroy eleven shell boxes and 
to knock the sabots off of the shells. He had 1 man killed and 5 


. wounded, one of which (his lake pilot) died next da. from the effects 


of amputation. I hurried up as soon as I heard the and ran my 
atern up to the bridge, and finding the ineman was leaking badly 
ordered Captain Wiggin to back out of range. By running my bow 
into the bank I brought my port broadside to bear on ihe ‘otton. 
She stood for about twenty minutes, when she backed up around a turn 
in the Teche and soon got out of our es The Estrefla and Diane 
alzo by thia time were up, and after shelling the woods we landed. 
. 1 tried to hdul the obstructions away, and also tried to force the Diena 
over, but could not succeed. As night was coming on I did not think 
it prudent to lay in the Teche, where the enemy could come ll around 
us at oy 3 and fire upon us with musketry and artillery without cur 
being able to see them, so I returned to Brashear City to repair dam- 
ages and bury the dead. 
The Cotton made some excellent firing. I received eight shots, three 
of which were in the hull, on the port side, two in my port wheelhouse, 


- One in 4 starboard wheelhouse, and two in my port round house. 


None of them did any material damage or hurt a person on board. 
The Eatrefla was touched three times, as was also the Diana. None of 
us bad our machinery touched. The obstructions conaist of a steamer 
called the Flycatcher and a schooner loaded with bricks sunk across 
the channel, and then live oak thrown in all around. With a land 
force to protect us on the banks I could remove the obstructions, I 
think; but agit is now, with the Corton firing upon us and a large force 
on shore, I think it is exposing my men unnecessarily. The whole 
rebel force was there, we learned, under General Mouton, a pag. 

ea 


from three to four thousand men. We cut them up pretty badly, and: 


they have since moved their camp up to Centreville, which is 3 mil 

above the obstructions, oy keeping their cavelry. and artillery 
below. We were busy all the next day repairing damages. The 
morning of the 5th I atarted up again with the Fetrella, leaving the 
other boats to continue their repairs. We drove them off as before, 


-but I did not escape as luckily—e shot from the Cofton striking the 


ort, forward, struck off my Perrott gun, killing 2 men almost instantly 
eir names are William Cameron and William Hislop. My officers 
and crew have all behaved excellently. The crews of all: the vessels, 
with the exception of the Diana’s, who are volunteers from the frigate 
Mississippi, and ten men on board the Esirelia from the Penzacola, 
have been shipped in New Orleans, and all have bebaved well. : 
On the 6th, Acting Master Weeks, in command of the Diane, while 
cruising in Grand Lake, heard of some cotton, which he went after 
and an rk to this place. It was taken at the requeat of the agent, 
& Mr. Todd, who represents himself as a Union man, to prevent the 
rebels from burning it. I would respectfully wish to know what dis- 
position is to be made of it. There are 255.bales. The owners are: 
represented as Union men also, and live in Franklin. The next day 


T started Acting Master Wiggin in the Xinaman, taking along with bim — 


the Jeger, to capture two steamera which I had heard of. After some 
trquble, he succeeded in finding them, stored away in a small bayou 
alee Bayou Cheval, about 9 miles from Grand 8. Theateamers 


‘the back and killed him nearly instan 
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he found to be almost useless, one of them, the Osprey, having no 
wheel, and part of her machinery gone, and the other one, the J. P. 
Smith, all rotten. He found it imposaible to get them out, they hav- 
ing been run hard ashore, and upon consulting with my chief engineer, 
whom I had sent along, as to the possibility of their being repaired, 
he concluded to burn them. He was also induced to burn them from 
the fact that he found a gang on board making bowie knives, .and 
molding buckshet and bullets, and also found an order to the cap- 
tain to burn them if the Yankees came up. Hs took the captain of 
the Smith and a Captain Caldwell, who commanded a company about 
there, with his gang, prisoners, all of which I have turned over to 
Colonel McMillan. 

The Cotton ia in such @ position that she can not escape. She can 
not go much farther up the Teche, and she can not get out. I keep 
boats running up end down there every day, but I have given ordera 
not to engage her unleas there is some prospect of success, as we are 


' all rather short of ammunition, particularly Parrott, as we have to 


use our bow ge most all the time. From the best information I 
have been able to gain, we have'so far struck her various times, but 
our shot glanced off her iron casing. J saw this myself the other day. 
We have had her on fire three times, once by the Xineman and twice 
by this ship. So far as we have been able te learn we have killed 4 
men on board and wounded several, and also killed and wounded 9 
number on shore the first day, and filled 1 twa days afterwards. I 
intend to ay ber again by eending the two light-draft vessels around 
into Grand Lake to get in her rear, while I go up and engage her in 
front. I think they can get within a mile of her, But they will have to 
fire over woods. We received a small supply of ammunition to-day, 
but not enough, as the rebels are beginning to be troublesome on the 
banks of the river and the.Teche. ere was a large lot sant out, but 
through some carelessness the train was blown up. 

The rebels on leaving this place iinet hac 8 great deal of sugar, and 
burned up over 100 cars. e planters here have almost all deserted 
their plantations, and taken their negroes with them. I forgot to 
mention that I also had « man, Frank Bien, ordinary seaman, killed 
op the 5th by the premature explosion of a Dahlgren ahell from s 
24-pounder howitzer on board of the Estrella. The Esireila was little 
astern of me, and the Teche being very narrow, she was obliged to 
fire.very near over my quarter deck, a ieee of shell struck him in 

. As the channel is very 
narrow end intricate in coming through the bay, I would respectfully 
request to know if I could have authority to have it staked out and 
the buoys placed, most of which are here. The pilots are the only 
ec Cais have to employ. Vessels of 7 feet draft could then 
enter. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
oe : a a McKaan Bucsanan, 


é Ineutenant-Commander. 
_ Rear-Admiral Daym G. Farragut 
Commanding West Guif Blockading Squadron, 
ship Hartjord, New Orleans. 


ae = 
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Ester from Major-General Butler, VU. 5. Army, to Bear-Admiral “eye v, 6. Navy, 
ect sony of report of Lientenant-Commander Buchanan, U. & avy, commend- 
. 3. 2. {+} 


Huapquarrers Department or rae Gutr, 
November 6, 1862. 

IT am pleased to return to you a copy of Lieutenant-Commander 
Buchanan’s report of his operations at Berwick Bay. Iam sorry to 
say that owing to the storms and delays Decessery and unnecess 
in moving our fleet we were not able to get there three days sooner, 
when we should have infallibly bagged the whole rebel party. Now, 
as it is, we must do the best we can. 

We are proposing to go farther, and may yet be employed some days 
upon this matter, I keep you informed of all further operations. 

have the honor to be, etc. 
Bunsauiw F. Borer 


Major-General, Commanding. 
Rear-Admira! Farracur, 
Commanding Western Blockading Squadron. 
{Enclosnes.] 


U. 8. 8. Catzoun, 
Ojf Brashear City, November 4, 1862. 
Sm: I have the honor to report that we arrived off here on the 
night of the lat, but unfortunately too late to stop the rebels from 


- We had a great deal of difficulty in getting over the bar, 


crossing 
and felt the want of our light-draft vessels very much. The day the | 


Kinsman arrived I crossed in her, and tried to get the Eetrella over, 
but she grounded. I came up to the mouth of the river, but saw 
nie a but the Hart, which we chased but could not catch. We got 
the Estrella and Saint Mary's over the next day, and the following day 
the Cathoun came up with the Diana. 

The night of our arrival we chased the rebel Saga Cotton, but 
she got away from us by her superior speed, ' same night we 
captured the rebel steamer A. B..Seger. She is a small boat, about 
the size of the Fancy Natchee, and is very usoful. 

Yesterday I went with all the plone up Bayou Teche and found 
the enemy about 14 miles from hers, posted above the obstructions 
they had snk in the Teche. We engeged them for two hours and 
drove them off, as we also did the Cotton. The Kinsmen bore the 
brunt of it, and received 54 shots in her upper works and hull and had 
1 man killed, a aoldier of the Twenty-first Indiana, and 5 wounded. 
The pilot, John Belino, had his leg badly shattered and died to-day 
from the effecte of oc ae go Captain Cooke, in the Estrella, 
received three shots and had 2 soldiers of the Twenty-first Indians 
killed whilst working the guns end 1 badly wounded. The Diana 
received three shots, but had no person hurt. She will have to be 
hauled out as her stern is shot away. [received eight in the Calhoun, 
but fortunately they did no eae 
. Captain Wiggin ought his vag Retin © was in such a position 
that he received all the fire from the artillery on shore and at the same 
time had the Qotton playing upon him; he, however, drove the artil- 
lery away and put several shots into the Cotfon. The whole rebel 
force was there, numbering between 3,000 and 4,000 men, with 70 field- 
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ieces. We hear to-day we did them a great deal of damage and that 
he Cotton : =a = fey. had thrown het a mud fort on ‘nis side, but 


evacuated it on ourarrival. We tried to remove the obstructions, but 


could not succeed, but I think thet when General Weitzel arrives so 
3 to protect us from sharpshooters on the bank, we can do so. I 
keep running up and down all the time so as to keep the river clear of 
the obstructions. ; 

We can make all our repairs here, and I will have the Kinsman 
ready for service to-morrow. The Diana is getting timber out for 
Colonel Thomas to repair the bridge at Bayou Beuf. The enemy 
destroyed about 1,000 hogsheads of sugar, a lot of molasses, and also 
bummed 98 cars and 3 e 8. See ; 

I send requisitions for ammunition for the three gunboats, which we 
want very badly, as we fired away 4 be deal yesterday, and I expect 
to have a good deal more firing to do, and also for some blouses and 
shoes for the men that bave been shipped. It is ee necessary 
that they should have some clothing, and I hope you order the 
quartermaster to furnish it. We have got all the steamers above us 
but I am afraid they will burn them. e officers and men behaved 
splendidly. The Cotton is iron-cased, and did some excellent shoot- 


‘ing. She mounts one long 32-pounder, four 24-pounders, and two 


6-pounder rifle guns. 

he iron casing on the Zinsman and the Diana turned the shot 
beautifully. Captain McLaflin, who wes on board the Calhoun with 
his company, went on shore with his men and tried to to opposite the 
Cotton, but before he got up to her she had left. If she has not been 
sunk we will get her yet. I shall send the coal schooner back, as we 
do not want her, there being plenty of coal here. : 

November 5.—I have just returned from another trip up the Teche 
with the Fairails. I had 3 men killed by a shot. The Cotton was 
there, They had a battery on each bank, but we succeeded in driv- 
ing them all off: I can do nothing until General Weitzel arrives. 
They are now ies a! posted at the obstructions, and although 
I can drive them off, [ can not work at them. We want some more 
ammunition now badly. I think the Gotten is casemated, as our 
shell glanced off. We had him on fire once. We could plainly see 
our me strike bim, but bh date aoe mb : A 

am, very respec , your obedient servant, 
Sia ees "Tomas MoKzan Buowanan, _ 
Faeuienant, Commanding. 
Major-General Bensauw F. Burrzn, 
Headquarters Depariment of the Gul}. 





Extracts from diary of Assistant Engisoor Baird, U. §. 8, Onlhoun, V. 8, Navy. 


October 30, 1862,—We steamed up the Atchafalaya Bay, towing 
the schooner, and anchored in 8} feet of water; the Calhoun drew 
about 7 feet. Martin Freeman, the pilot, went in the cutter to 
aound out the channel (rebs had removed buoys); the channel shifts. 
About 2 p. m. the rebel steamer J. A. Cotton came down the bay and 


fired two shots at us, to which we replied with the se rome Parrott 


gun three times, She beat & hasty retreat. It was plain our gun had 
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_ & tnuch greater range. I was sorry we had not used : 
32-pounder and thus pees her nie ee » Ses 
ctober $1.—Aground again. I¢ looks as if we can not: t to Ber- 


wick Bay. Current is strong against us and itis hard to steer. 


Our entire battery is transferred to the K: 


and ipebanas Sy gg the Kinsman wins ree Assistant gi: 

er Grown, J. E. Straw, master-at-arms, Alphonse Farror, clerk 
Lewis, Ro , Smith, Henry Williams, Cameron, Kelley, Donelly 
Davigh, and Givens, of the Cathoun’s crew, and ages thé rebel 
gunboat up the bay. Acting Master Jordan-sounds out a channel 


‘and stakes it, so wa gd Tun and get that gunboat, then we move 
) 


alf mils, followed b St. Mary's and the coal schooner 
as in the mand again for the night, : ~ e 
ovember 2.—vJordan put out a kedge and ran the hawser to t 

pradis chat We backed the engi “4 hard and the sbi "heated 

6 Kinsman, Diana, and Estrella had goue shead, but. before we 
could overtake theni they had driven the rebel gunboat up the bay 
and had captured Berwick Bay, with the town of Brashear on one 
side and Berwick on the other. We had taken the aloop in tow with 
one of the prisoners, Emile La Fontaine, in her to steer j she capsized 


and poor Wmile was drowned. The rebels had run their locomotives. 


into each other at Brashear City, and smashed them badly; they had 
burned the bridge over Bayou Ramas @ miles), over Bayou Beruf, 5 


miles from Brashear, toward New Orleans. General enks’ army. 


had advanced from Bayou La Fourche toward the Bouf: th - 
diers landed from the A AMfary'e, and among them Se ine 


locomotive builders and bridge builders. They found the parts’ 


which had been removed, and out of three or four wrecked engines 
they had one fit to run in three days. We gave them soms ook, 
bar iron, etc., and they pressed not dnly the age smithy into sery- 
ice, but the smith himself. The bridges were reatored by General 
Banks's soldiers. We did not capture the Cotton; she was too fast: 


escaped into Bayou Teche and obstructions were sunk across the: 


‘bayou behind her. But we captured the A. B. Se , & paddle-wheal 
boat about 55 fest long, with a locomotive Polar gal cat spies 


motive engines in her, the cylinders bolted to top of and axia parallel . 


with boiler. It was evident she was short of displacement and down 
in the water out of all reason, henceslow. * * * 

November 3.—Before daylight. a pilot boat drifting deserted was 
seen and picked up by our cutter. The boat had sailed in, discov. 
ered the Yankees in possession, and, voila. Captain [Edward] MoLaf- 
lin’s soldiers take charge of ‘the Seger until we could put her in order, 
which Third Assistant Engineer did later. The Diana went up 


the Atchafalaya River toward Pattersonville and found the Colton was - 


in the Teche, and returned; then all four vessels went up the river 


and into the Teche up to Cornay’s Bridge, where the.obstructions 


were. Sawa stesm mud excavatoron fire up the bayou. | 
J. A. Cotton opened on ug at 1:30 p. m: and we replied. She 
struck the Calhoun eight times. One shot carried our soup tureen 
and our roast of beef into the paddle wheel, another struck the shaft 
one went through and through the hull at low-water line. Two of 


our men were killed, and some wounded. A splinter cut my lett - 
blood, The land batteries put ‘54 shot throigh : 


hand and brought 


wneman, with shot, shell, : 
etc., to lighten her. The steamer Cotton comes down in sight again 
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the upper works of the Kineman. It was beautiful to see Buchanan 
sight ivot > be landed a percussion shell on the Cotton’s 
armor which exploded and cleared her deck. Two or three such shot 


. served to drive the Cotten up the bayou. Our bell wires were shot 


away; they were repaired during the action. The preeait of 
32-pounder was shot away, the paint locker destroyed. The land 


_batteries did most of the firing on the Kinsman, but when Buchanan 


sighted a 32-pounder with canister at them they limbered up their 
‘guns and left like men in a hurry. 





Abetract log of the D. 4. % Calhoan, Lieutenant-Commander Buchanan, U.S. Navy, com- 
: mandin 


Lg 
‘September 17, 1862.—Ship put in commission. Mississippi River, 
off New Orleans. : : 
'. September 23.—Received on board one 5-inch Sawyer gun, with 
appurtenances and ammunition. : 
eptember ie on board two guns with all their working 
oar, also 64 shot. From meridian till + p. m.: Got on board one 


Parrott rifle, 30-pounder, broadside carriage, ete., complete, and ammu- 


‘milion, : 
. October 7.—At 5:40 p. m. discovered the steamer Ceres on fire. At 


7:30 discovered a number of men in the water, stopped the engine 
and lowered away ali boats. At 9:30 all hands returned, having suc- 
ceeded in saving 21 of the officers, passengers; and crew of the Ceres. 
Off Ship Island: Sent the boats out sean to search the island, but 
could discover no more survivors-or bodies. 

‘October 30.—At 9'a. mi. sent Mr. Jordan with the gig and the St. 
Mary's boat to capture a sloop inshore (Atchafalaya Bay). At 10 
made a steamer standing in for the bay; sent the £otreifa after her. 
At 10:15 the gunboat Kinsman came in ugh and joined the chase. 
At 11-we stood in to head her off and hoisted signal to recall the steam- 
ers Betrella and Kinsman. At 1 p. m. a rebel steamer came down 
within 4 miles and fired two shots, when we opened on her with our 
30-pounder Parrott rifle; fired three shots, when she ran in to the land 
out of sight. Mr. Jordan returned with sloop Divie and 3 men as 
prisoners, 

October 31,—From meridian to 4 p.m.: A rebel steamer in sight 
inshore sbout 8 milea distant. Making urges to pursue her 
with the steamers Grey Cloud and Estrella. At 1p. m. the latter 
steamed ahead a short distence and grounded. Left on board the 
Grey Oloud two 32-pounders, a lot of shot, shell, and emmunition, 
Lieutenant-Commander Buchanan, 3 officers, and 11 men, to go in 
pursuit of the rebel steamer. : 

November 3,.—Berwick Bay. From meridian to 4 p.m.: Steaming 


“ap the bag in psp sec with steamer Estrella and Grey Cloud, the Diana 


‘having Grend Lake route to the mouth of Bayou Teche to 
‘Cornay’s bridge, at which place the enemy have constructed a dam 
of live oak. e smoke of a steamer is reported from our masthead 


and also a vessel on fire, which proves to be a steam mud excavator 
on fire. At 1:30 P m. sighted the enemy and fired 3 shots from our 
30-pounder Parrott, when the breeching cleat gave way, and at the 
same time the bell wire to the engine room broke; stopped to repsir; 

the other steamers were ordered to proceed, At 2:30 steamed up the 





i— 
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bayou, our guns keeping up 6 continuous fire upon the land batteri 
until reaching the position of the Grey Cloud sa in rangs of ri woe 
steamer Cotton, from which we received 8 shots, but sustained no 
material injury, with the exception of one (shot), which went through 
her hull just at the water line. At 3:45 the Cotton ceased firing and 
vg ja up the beyou. Steamed down the river in company with 
eet. 
' November 6.—At 9 a. m. steamed up the river in 
Hairella, At 10:45 sighted the enemy. At i soitannnl ting 
ounder mfe Parrott, and with the other guns es we 
could bring them to bear, At 11:30 8 raking shot struck us, takin 
off the forward truck of gun carriage of 30-pounder Parrott, killing § 
seamen and slightly wounding 1. From meridian to 4 p. m., engaged 
= Als . Ab 12:30 Le m. & — from one of the Eatrella’s guns 
over Us, mor woundi . Atl: 
“a alee eee Pa ety for Brashear i Sea plete 
ovember [0.—At 2:30 a. m. the steamers Grey Cloud, Estrella 
A. B, Seger arrived with our officers and men, tavin destroyed ny 
pene gZ) two “eed teeter ser pate six rebel prisoners. At 
2:30 p. m. off Pattersonville, rebel ca i 
ahead; fired one shell from our rian ond tei eee 





Letter from the Secretary of State to the Secretary of War, tranmnittin st of 
— officer of the G &, 8. J. a. Cotton, regarding usvel sean’ on ead 
ie D7 


Departuent or Sratz, C. 8. A,, 
ichmond, Va., December 3, 1862. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith a report of a recent 
naval action on the Bayou Teche, in western Louisiana, in which Cap- 
tain Fuller, with an ry company on board of a small steamer 
succesafully repulsed four gunboats carrying twenty-seven guns, and 
thus seeured control of that important stream. 

The endorsement of General Taylor recommends the bestowal of 
some mark of favor on this gallant officer, and I hope it will be in 
your power to give him promotion as a reward for his service. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Hon. James A. Sepvon, = Sn 
Secretary of War. 
[Endoreement.} : 
Dacusmper 13, 1862. 

_If we were to give additional rank to-our officérs for gallant and 
dist ed services in affairs with the enem ,.we would interfere 
oy , proper ¥ anization = a raged ont — ry Beery Beas 

_ expense. re 1s no law which provides. brevets for gallant 
and distinguished conduct. All that could be done, eee a the 
resent case, is to write 8 complimentary letter to Captain Fuller, 
Jie him, in the name of the Department, for the service he has 
rendered, and: when a vacancy occurs to which he could be appointed, 
agreeably to law, to promote him to fill it. 
Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of Bebe S 
. COOPER 
Adjutant and Inspector-General. 
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{Bnolceare.) 
Guusoat Corton, November 7, 1868. 

Se: I embrace the first opportunity of making my report of the 
recent affairs between the Coton, under my command, and the squad- 
ron of Federal gunboats that have occupied Berwick Bay. 

On Saturday evening, November 1, smoke from thé enemy's boats 
warned me of their near approach in such force thet resistance at the 
bay waa considered by me to be rashness. Acting upon your order, 


’ gecaived but a few minutes ee I immediately gave the neces- 


sary orders for leaving the The steamers Hart and Seger were 
there at the time, also Launch No. 1, under the command of J. M. 
Rogers, who I bad temporarily appointed to the position of acting 
master. My orders to fhe officers of those boats were to get imme- 
diately underway, the Hart, under the command of Lieutenant FE. 
Montague, to proceed up to the Teche with a barge loaded with Gov- 
ernment sugar in tow. This was safely done according to orders 
with one exception. Lieutenant Montague at one time dropped 


his barge end returned, like a gallant soldier, to aid the Cotfon in aD 


unequal conflict. As soon as I could communicate to him my wishes 
he resumed his tow and proceeded safely to destination. Launch 
No. | also obeyed the order given to her commander, and conveyed 
the launch up the lake (Grand) to a place near Indien Bend, from 
where he has since safely reported, and is now in position to render 
valuable service. eger, under the command of Acting Master 
I. C. Coons, disobeyed the order I gave of proceeding up the lake and 


turned up the Atchafalaya, and was ignobly abandoned to the enemy - 


at a time when the Cotton wes between the aad and the Seger. The 
commanding officer has not since reported. I have been informed 
that he abandoned his men and proceeded as fast a8 possible to Saint 
Martinsville. Up to the present time the only reliable fact I have 
about the Seger is that it is in the hands of the enamy, prowling about 
Grand Lake and bayous in the vicinity; of the crew, nothing. 

The enemy came into Berwick Bay on Saturday evening just at 
dark, As the Cotion was in range, having had to wait to get the other 
boate off, they immediately opened fire Ls sig us and gave chase up 
the bay with three boats, continuing the fire which 1 did not return 
until rounding into the Atchafalaya, when one of our wes brought 
to bear and we fired one shot, which sped straight to its mark, strikin 
one of the Federal boats in her bow, breaking many timbers, and 
have since been informed that it killed 3 and wounded 5 men. The 
Federals continued to fire shot and shell at us from eighteen guns for 
about thirty minutes, when they gave up the chase, The Cotton 
came up to the Teche, turned bow down, and backed into it, keeping 
our teeth to the pay We backed up to the Turelier plantation, 
where we stopped for the night. 

On Sunday morning, the 2d instant, I received orders to move the 
Cotton above Cornay’s bridge, which I did as soon as possible. The 
bayou had some obstructions thrown scross et that point, which I 
wes ordered to defend until it got too hot for mie and then to fall back, 
turn my boat across the bayou at the second bridge, and, if pursued, 


her. 
On Monday, 2 p. m., the four Federal boats, mounting twenty- 
seven puns, came up and opened fire upon us. They came up in full 
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confidence of precpowering numbers, ail dng broadside after broad- 
aide, gta the whole four delivering their fire at once. The shot 
and shell literally rained on and about our boat, several striking us, 
but without doing serious damage. We returned. their fire, my brave 
boys che frequently, when a well-directed shot struck the Fed- 
eral boate, @ of them retired from the contest in about fifteen 
minutes, her place being taken by another. One boat for several 
minutes had her colors down, whether accidentally down or that they 
hauled it down to indicate a surrender we had no means of learning; 
however, they hoisted them again after a delay of about twenty min- 
utes. One more adventuresome then the rest steadily steamed up 
the bayou; when in about, 100 yards of the obatructions we gave her 
& plunging shot from each of our guns, which all struck near the water 
on the starboard quarter. , The boat immediately ran ber head up on 
shore, and was listed down so es to throw her guns out of use and 
cersed her fire, except occasionally from one gan on the bow. At 
this time but one of the enemy’s boata fired with any vigor. When 
victory seemed to be within our reach, it was announced that we had 
no more cartridges, having fired the inst one. Retrest- was all that 
remained for us; hut as we slowly backed up we had some sacks made 
by cutting off the legs from the pantaloons of some of our men, which 
we filled and returned the fire with as often as we could in that manner 
obtain a cartridge. This we continued until we were out of range and 
-the enemy ceased their fire. We had to mourn the loss of one brave 
soldier killed by an accidental discharge of his gun, which severely 
wounded another. Another was accidentally wounded at another 
gun by the recoil of the carriage and has since died. One man was 
wounded hy s piece of the enemy’s shell. These are all the casualties 
that occurred. The boat sustamed no perceptible damage. 

On Tuesday morning we resumed our original position near the 
obstructions, the enemy having ey retired. We worked hard 
to improve the condition of our bost an got up some iron to shield 
the 308 Nothing occurred worthy of note during the day. 

On Wednesday, the Sth instant, the enemy again opened fire upon 
us with four boats at about 10:30 o'clock. ey fired from behind a 


point out of our for about twenty minutes; then two of them. 


steamed up into sight. We then immediately returned their fire, and 
with such effect that the enemy retired and abandoned the contest in 
fifty-five minutes from firing their first ahot. The two boats that 
came into sight were badly dama ed and their loss heavy; ours noth- 
ing, the only damage being a trifling break in the cabin roof. This 
day victory was clearly ours. The enemy retired from action badly 
Bupousapee: with severe loss. We were unhurt. ; 

‘On Thursday the enemy came We and opened fire upon us, but took 
care not to come into aight. I did not return their fire. | They throw 
shells at us for half an hour and retired without doing us any damage. 
Since that up to the present date they have not assailed us. 

I can not close this report without returning thanks to officers and 
men. Where all did their duty gallently it may seem invidious to 
mention particular names, yet | must particularly mention the good 
conduct of O. S. Burdett, pilot, who, for two hours and a half, during 
the fierce combat on the 3d instant, maneuvered the boat with the 
utmost coolness; also the same gallant conduct on the 6th instant. 


Each of my lieutenante did his duty nobly and ably. Also F. G. Bur- 





WEST GULF BLOCKADING SQUADRON. . 337 


bank, gunner, and privates F. D. Wilkinson and Henry Dornin 
deserve particular mention for their gallant conduct. But all di 
their duty well and are again ready to meet the enemy should they 


come up and us again. 
Barpeot! tly, your obedient servant, 


. W. Fun.er, 
Captain, Commanding Gunboat Cotton. 


General Aureep Mouton 
Commanding Forces South of Red River. 


(Endorsement) 


Dzar Benzaut: I send you Fuller's report, every word of which - 
is true. J applied to have a naval officer sent here to oa ms some 
assistance. No one was sent. . Any little aid by the Navy Depart- 
ment would have saved Berwick Bay. Something might be done for 
Fuller. He certainly deserves it. He defeated four of the enemy’s 
gunboats. 

Truly, yours, ' R. Taryor. 





Report of Captain Patios, ©, & Army, cogarding the naval setion in Bayou Teche, La. 


Farms’ Bat., P. L. A, Ist Baie. Ine. (Movron’s), 
Forces Sours or Rep River, 
Bisland Plantation, Bayou Teche, La., November 10, 1862. 
Sm: I have the honor to report that on the afternoon of the 3d of 
November, instant, the right section of this battery, consisting of two 
3-inch rifled guns, Parrott pattern, commanded by Firat Lieutenant 
B. F. Winchester, having taken position at Cornay's residence, on the 
right and a short distance in advance of the C. S. gunboat J. A. Cotton 
(4 guns), commanding the obstructions at the bridge just below that 


| place, opened fire about 4 o'clock on the four gunboats of the enemy 


then approaching, engaging three boate following each other in suc- 
pe about thirty minutes, under a severs fire from their heavy 

, at short range and unsupported, but in battery with a section of 
Penfaia O. J. Semmes’ battery, consisting of two James rifles (bronze 
12-pounders) under First Lieutenant J. A. A. West. Both sections 
then fell back to the Bayou Teche road, in the rear of and above their 
first position, where, after firing ten to fifteen minutes, retired in good 
order and returned to this ion crs. 

The nature of the ground and cover in our front (guns being in bat- 
tery among a number of large live-oak trees) prevented the effect of 
all the shots being observed. It haa been ascertained, however, and 
belisved, that two of the gunboats retired badly crippled, and from 
the cries heard on board a number of the enemy must have been 
wounded. : 

Being the first engagement for this section and for most of the men, 
all behaved well under fire. The horses, for new ones, were remark- 


ably quiet. 


have no casualties to report. 


~ 


= re 
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_ I will have my staff duly inatalled upon the arrival of the Colorado, 
in accordance with your sete tions. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant 
D. G. Farraaur, 
Rear-Adiniral. 
Hon. Gmzon Wetuzs, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D.C. 


Report of Brigadier-General Weiteel, U. 9. Army, protesting against 
e removal of naval force jrom Berwick Bay and Lake Pontchartrain. 


HeapquarTzrs Resprvz Brioaps, 
Camp Stevens, near Thibodeaux, Le., January 6, 1863. 

GenznaL: When the expedition under my command which re- 
sulted in the capture of this district was first contemplated, I su 
gested to General Butler the idea of eg a, eg of the fun 
which were in his possession to construct some light-draft gunboats 
to cooperate with me by the way of Berwick Bay. The suggestion 
was sdopted, and these boats (four in number), commanded by naval 
officers, only failed in consequence of a strong northwester to hem in 
the rebel forces, and the capture of the entire force of the jatter was 
thus prevented. The rebels crossed Berwick Bay, and their gunboat 
(the Cotton) escaped into the Teche, and she has since lain securely 
above an obstruction placed in the Teche below her. 

As our force was so small in the department at the time, and I 
could not get sufficient force to secure my lines of communication 
with New Orleans, General Butler would not order me to cross Ber- 
wick Bay. There was nothing to be gained either by such an opera- 
tion except by bcs the A erates in removing these obstructions 
to secure the rebel gunboat (otion, as the rebel land forces had a clear 
sod open line of retreat and moved fester than we could. 

Since my occupation these four gunboats have been kept, aa at first 
intended, in Berwick Bay, and have rendered efficient service in clear- 
ing the bay and the hi aly important adjacent waters of rebel craft, 
and have securely and effectually geome my left flank. 

the estions and opinions I have made to you with reference 
to the position and strength of the forces which would be necessary 


. to hold this district were al upon the na sje that these gun- 
C 


boats would be kept in the waters where now are. To-day I 
hear from Lieutenant-CommanderT. McK. Buchanan, who commands 
the whole reste fleet, that one of them, the Estrella, has been 
ordered to Galveston; that his own vessel, the Calhoun, will in about 
a month be compelled to go to New Orleans for repairs, which will 
require six weeks to complete, and that he has discretionary orders 
to send another of these boats to the sound end Lake Pontchartrain 
to replace the Vew London, which has been ordered to Galveston. 
The admiral this power to order these vessels because your 


' chief quartermaster has turned them over to the Na' 


Now, I conmder it my duty to inform you that i the ae f by 
means of these gunboats, does not keep Godlenoted possession of Ber- 
wick Bay and the adjacent waters, the force here will have to be 
greater then I represented to you; that these waters are of the high- 
est importance fo the rebels; that by gaining possession of these 
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aters by means of the numerous fight-draft bee hidden in§ © 
the aie bayous and streams the Ke uep F raids, 5 = 
which no force of ours on land cou r op as § 
the blockade, as they frequently did b cupigti it; that by 9.0, 
holding these waters we threaten cop > papier & 
cation from Port Hudson westward) to a aes 
* » * * @ 
I therefore most respectfully ask j ay stiies efore a the S 
admiral-and protest against the removed sis ree fr me a 
these waters that it might hazard our siprembeyrov mg Ra 
The information that the Yew don is cr owed me =, 
Pontchartrain and the sound compels uz al ime afore ® 
mation on the system of defense aud yas, which? 
I suggested on your arrival in the ¢ nd wi oY 
has ever since ~~ Soret : a an 
to the four forte—For Ke, 
aponik? & small force in the ryt sient fore 
behind the lines Carrollton (at Ca at) ie dasy reac 
by transports of those lines, to make them petiepmy secure; the Na 
to retain control of the river and thus seeure fhe le of our lines= 
They have kept the Portsmouth continually/% of|our lines 
t ee dth pt Raed ar ab eas 
the sound, an us protect our} a 1s 
ant peeves a oe the enemy im k ers from 
ite 
et Pondes has es continually os this duty eagle 
d it. 4 now removed ang no pth 
po weer to Poe bar it would subject our whole Idag flank to the 





bet 


dangers mentioned. I consider if, therefore, my ¢ tp call the 
aduural’s attention, through you, |to this fact, Ww 
lost sight of. 


Orleans is too valuable a prize to be risked in ny way. This 
asspeattien; which has oe far ell it, requires s forte not pa 















» : i © | 
the service it performs, has given ys # secure base, and thus a 
on alwathi to paige our remaining land and naval forces fo othe = 
operations without fear of losing ¢ HNZ c 
I am, sir, very reapec Se ts 
7 eas! 
Major-General N. P. Banxs, - «=P R 
Commanding Department of ) £ 
TR =) 
oy = 
R the commandant of Pensqcola nap yard, requesting 
ptt view of requests tizeng pelled to abi Aeir © 
' Romes. 
6, 1863. 
Sm: Several applications have ersons for- 


merly residing in the villages of 
yard, for permission to return 

represent that they are lessees ¢ 
Department of lots in those villagpe és 
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she hed run io there, landed her rege and been burned by the 
rebels; other parties have since denie that there was any truth in 
the statement. I hope that the latter is true, because cleared 
for Tampico, 

The schooner Union you have sent over was no doubt trading in 

od faith with New Orleana, as the articles are much wanted 
or the use of the city, and such one-sided trade is se ny et by 
the military authorities here, that is, outward-bound in ballast 
and inward-bound in cargo, They have alao allowed sometimes to 
carry over a few provisions for the persons dagen each article 
beste apecilioaliy stated in quantity and quality with the passes 
of customm-house and military authorities. I have released the 
Onion and directed your officer to return the sloop, and if she is 
claimed, and you are satisfied that she belongs to a person that hes 
no connection with the Confederetes, you can give her up; otherwise 
you can retain her. - 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D, G. Farracor, 


Rear-Admiral, 
Lieutenant-Commander H. A. Apaus, 
U. §. 3.7. P. Jackson. 


Report of Commander Alden, U. S. Navy, regarding the fortifications - 
about Port Hudson. 


U.S. 8. Ricemonn, 
Baton Rouge, January 14, 1868. 
._ Sm: I have the honor to report that, in accordance with your 
instructions, the Hseez made another examination of the fortifiaa- 


tions about Port Hudson on Saturday last. Commander Caldwell 


reports ‘‘nothing new.” ; 

An intelligent contraband, who has been employed there in build- 
ing platforms for guns, came down the other day and reports that 
there ars now nineteen mounted (which agrees with other 
information we have on that dg beh and that they receive, on an 
average, about one a week from Jackson. 

In my last I asked for coal and oil for the men vene. These 
articles will no doubt be received in due tima. The Hesex will requirs 
some more soft coal soon. Two of the captains of gunboats 
report their machinery av being rather shaky and requiring repairs. 
in reply, I have instructed them to keep quiet and let who 
can do the running, but when their steam power ceases to be of any 

er use, to proceed under sail and report to you. 

Our paymaster, who goes down to-day, wil! report himself to 
for instructions in regard to provisions and also money for this a ip. 

Reapectfully, I am your obedient servant, « 


James ALDEN. 
Admiral Farragur 
Commanding United States Fleet, ste. 
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int attack & Confederate defenses on Bayou Teche, January 
ae ith 14 ‘ees. 


3 


Com- 
Admire! Parragct, U. 9. Navy, regarding the death of Lieutenant’ 
ace la cal euie Buchanan, WU. 8. Bavy. 


.S. Fiacsnm Haxrtrorp, 
Noth ¥ New Orleans, January 16, 1883. 


1: It becomes my painful duty to report to you the death of 
Mpa, She sae OTnosas cKeen Buchanan, who lost his 
life yesterday (January !4) in an attack upon the rebel steamer 
Cotton and the battemes erected at the obstructions in the River 
[Bayou] Teche. The Calhoun lost alao 2 men and had 5 wounded. 

Lieutenant-Commander Buchanan was one of our most gallant 
and persevering young officers. He informed me two days ago a 
he thought the enemy was about to make an attack on aa ae 
that he would anticipate . In reply to my letter, in whic : 
enjoined upon him to do his whole duty on this occasion, he sssure 
me that I need give myself no uneasiness upon that score, as they 
had all determined to go down rather than to surrender. It eppears, 
however, that he lost his life we pushing forward, accord a Gen- 
eral Woitzel’s account, too recklessly, but his efforts were fully ag 
cessful, and drove the enemy from positions, as will be seen by 
the reports of Licutenant-Commander A. P. Cooke and General Weit- 
zel, copies of which are hereto appended. Our forces are now 
endeavoring to pull up the obstructions and follow the Cotton up 
the Teche. 


Very respectfully, your obedient ne oo a 
Rear-Admiral, 


Hon. Grow Was 
= Secretary o} the Navy. 





[Telegram. j 
Gonsoat EsTreia, 
Bayou Teche, January 14, 1863. 

: We attacked the enemy in Bayou Teche this morning, sup- 
atl by General Weitzel’s brigade, and succeeded in driving them 
away from their par Hans at the obstructions after a sharp engage- 

about two hours. ; 2 
yt to report the death of Captain Buchanan and 2 of his men 
by Minié balls from rifle ‘pits; o Acting Master A. S. bE acy 
severely wounded through the shoulder, and Acting Ensign (H. a 
Foster through the ch The Calhoun also bad 5 men wounde 
by Biinié ba No serious injury received by the vessels. We are 
now endeavoring to remove the obstructions. I will forward to 
you by railroad to-morrow the remains of Captain Buchanan. 

Very respeotfully, your obedient servant, Soe 


Liewtenant-Commander, U.S. Navy. 


Rear-Admiral D. G. Fankzacut 
SU. S. 8. Hartford, off New Orleans. 
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Lotter from Major-General Banks, U. & Army, to Rear-Admiral Farragut, U. & Wavy, 
announcing the death of Lieutenant-Commander Buchanan, VU, §. Navy. 


Nuw Onieans, January 15, 1863. 

My Dnar Sm: General Weitzel au ata that Lieutenant- 
Commander Buchanan was killed yesterday by a shot from a rifle 
pit. He speaks of it-as the result of a rash act in advancing—the 
only fault of a very brave and honorable man. There were 3 men 
killed yesterday and some wounded. I hope to hear further to-day 
from the general, and will send you information. 

The ammunition requested by General Weitzel was forwarded this 
morning at 6 o'clock. Steamers have also been sent to Berwick Bay 
for transportation of his troops in case of accident. 

Very truly, yours, 
ae s cGueral Uoeue ding 
om : 

Admiral FarraG = : 


UT, 
U. 8.8. Hartjord, New Orleans. 





Report of Brigndtor-General Weitse), 0. 3, Army. 


Heapquarrers Reserve Brigade ON THE Fier, 
Four Miles above Patteraonwilis, January 14, 1863. 

Left Brashear City yesterday at 11 o’clock; sailed 9 miles up Teche 
cavalry and artillery marching on west bank; landed and marched 
i bayou 2 miles, then bivouacked within sight of rebel gunboat 
otton. Morning resumed march and threw akirmishers on bank 
of bayou to pick off Cotton gunners; they did this in fine atyle, com- 
eee y silencing her; we drove back and silenced amall field 
ery of enemy. _ Lieutenant Commanding Buchanan advancing 
too hastily, waa killed by shot from rifle pit. Naval officers report 
it a week's labor to remove obstructions on Teche. We ars 1 mile 
above obstructions, and in front of us are field fortifications. We 
get information of 10 guns, 1,100 infantry, and 1,000 cavalry. Our 
998 in skirmishing yesterday, 1 killed and 1 wounded; to-dey, 3 
lolled and 14 wounded. I send list of ammunition required: For 


[E. C.] Bainbridge’s battery, 40 rounds canister for 3-inch rifle; 80. 


rounds percussion shell for ditto; 280 case shot for ditto; 500 car- 
tridges for ditto; 40 canister for Light 12-pounder = ; 260 spherical 
case for ditto; 130 Schenkle ahell for ditto, filled; 130 Sc e shell 
cartridges for ditto; fuzes and friction primers for above. If any 
solid shot, send in place of some spherical case for one section of 
12-pounder; Carruth, 200 6-pounder Sawyer shell, 200 cartridges, 100 
12-pounder howitzer shell; 50 spherical case for ditto; 50 acceleratin 
canister. {A. W.] Bradbury's battery, 350 6-pounder Schenkle shell, 
filled; 60 12-pounder howitzer shell; 450 cartridges; 500 friction 
primers. Please send immediately by special train, so as to reach 
to-morrow st 10 o'clock. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
Q. Wrrrzxz1, 
Brigadier-General, 0, S. Volunteers. 
Major-General Banxa. 
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( Telegram.) 


Berwick Bar—6 p.m. - 
(Received New Orleans, January 15, 1863—9 p. m.) 

I have just returned. We have accomplished the object of our 
expedition. The C. 8. gunboat Cotton is one of the things that were. 
We lost 4 killed and 14 wounded. My men behaved magnificently. 
I am recrossing the bay. 


G. Werrzz1, 
Brigadier-General, 0. 8. Volunteers. 
General N. P. Banxs, 

 <Osimiiiing Department oj the Gulf. 


Liat of wounded from Berwick Bay. 


Friacsure Harrrorp, 
New Orleans, January 18, pebe 
Sm: The following wounded officer and men from Berwick Bay 

dmitted into St. James Military Hospital last night, viz: 
“From the Kineman.—Acting Master A. S, Wiggin, Maree vil ball 

hh right shoulder, severely. a 
age ethos Jobo use quartermaster, shot in left knee, 
severely; James Williams, seaman, shot in arm, William Adams, 
seaman, shot in thigh. 


1 am, respectfully, your ohedient eI ot Paes 


Fleet Surgeon. 


r-Admiral D, G. Farracur ; 
“ee Commanding Western Gul Blockading Squadron. 





Report of casualties, 


Fiacsair Hartrorp, 
New Orleans, January 26, 1868. 
Sm: Ths following is a list of the killed and wounded in the fleet 
during the engagement at Bayou Teche on the 14th instant, viz: 


Steamer Oclhoun 


Ned.—Lieutenant-Commander Thomas McKean Buchanan, shot 
aoe the head; William Neilson, landeman, shot with Minié rifle; 
Charles Davigh,.seaman, shot with Miniémfle. 

ounded.—Henry D. Foster, acting ensign, shot in chest, severely; 
William Adams, seaman, shot in left elbow, severely; James Wil- 
liams, seaman, shot in leg, severely; John Lewis, seaman, shot in leg, 
sdverely; George Perkins, seaman, shot in spine, slightly; George 
Riley, landsman, shet in leg, alighti: 4 
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Steamer Kineman. , 


Wounded.— Acting Master A. S. Wiggin, Minié rifle ball passed 
through arm and shoulder joint; very severe. 
Totot.—Killed, 3; wounded, 7. 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. Fourz, 


a Fiset Surgeon, 
Rear-Admiral D. G. F G 


ARRAGUT 
Commanding West Gull Blockading Squadron. 





pstailed report of Lientenant-Commander Cooke, U. . Navy, commanding V. &, 9. Hetrells. 


U. 3. Gonsoat Estreeiia, . 
Berwick Bay, January 16, 1868. 

Sm: I have to report that Tuesday morning the gunboats here 

crossed General Weitzel’s ertillery and cay. and embarked his 
infantry, six regiments, carrying the latter to Pattersonville, while 
the former marched to the same place. 
_ We arrived there at 3 o’olock p. m., when the brigade was formed 
in line of battle and marched to the mouth of Bayou Teche, covered 
by the gunboats, and there encamped for the night, the gunboats 
anchoring in line ahead. 

At 7 o'clock next morning the Dians crossed the Kighth Vermont 
Regiment to cover the gunboats on the northern bank of the bayou. 
About 8 o’clock we commenced moving on the enemy's position, 
the Kinsman leading, the Estrella next, then the Calhoun soil Diana. 
Firing began about 9, the Kineman and Estrella engaging the Cotton, 
and artillery attacking at same time. When near ¢ 
the Kinsman was into by riflemen from pits on the northern 
bank. Captain Wiggin engaged them with small arms, his men 
lying flat on deck, and the vessel receiving the Cotton’s fire at same 
time. Here hia executive officer, Mr. A. S. Wiggin, was wounded 
by a Minié ball, and his veasel struck five times by the Cotton. The 

strella now entiladed the rifle pits with grape and canister, engagi 

the Cotton also with forward pivot gun. Lieutenant McKay worke 
the battery with good effect. ile maneuvering his veseel near 
the obstructions and endeavoring to get out of range of the rifle pits, 
Captain Wiggin bad « torpedo explode under his stern, which, how- 
ever, did no serious damage. er this the Xinemen had retired 
from range of the rifle pits and Captain Buchanan advanced to the 
same position, At this time, about noon, the Cotton was repulsed 
by our combined attack, but the riflemen continued to fire with great 

ect, upon the Calhoun. Her men behaved very finely. As one 
would fall snother promcpily took his place at the guns. Captain 
Buchanan was here killed; also 2 of his men and 6 wounded. Both 
sonreprepesters at the wheel were severely wounded, when the pilot, 

. Doten, took the helm and remained at his post. The Eighth 
Vermont Regiment was now coming up, and soon drove the riflemen 
from their pits, capturing some 20 or 30 of them. It would have 
been impossible for the boats to have dislodged them. We now 
moved up to the obstructions and discovered another torpedo with 
& wire attached leading on shore. It was carefully removed. . 


e obstructions . 


. what is go 
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ounding the channel we found it pret effectually blocked up, 
a that it would take some time to-clear the obstructions. dee 
was kept op at intervals until dark by our artillery and skirmis se 
above, The Cotton must have suffered a great deal from our & ae 
lery and sharpshooters. We remained near the obstruction all nig ; 
Next morning (Thursday), at 5 o’clock, s large fire was seen & = 
the pomt an soon afterwards one of General Weitzel’s staff reporte 
to me that the Cotton was destroyed, and the General intended eer 
ing with bis force that mcrning. His column was in motion at 
o'clock and we followed down slowly in his rear. The og ibe 
the last vessel coming down and Kinsman next. They were follow 
by the enemy’s Cae and cavalry and fired upon occasionally on 
the way down. We arrived st the bay about 5 o’clock p. m., aD 
succeeded in crosaing the whole one ape as midnight. 

edient aervan 
Very respectfully, your o hee steal 


Lieutenant-Commander. 


_Admirel D. G. Farragut, 
ner ""Flagibip Hartford, New Orleans. 


———— 


Batract from diary of Acting Third Assistant Engineer Waird, U. &. Navy, of the v. 8. 8. 
Calhoun. 


14, 1863.—Strong wind from 8S, E. and some rein. The 

Pole ns sad atarts back to Brashear about 3a.m. The Dienc 
ia ordered to take troops up the Teche, and 1 wonder how ahe is to 
ass the obstructions at Cormnay's Bridge. At 7 we all move up the 
ache the Kineman ahead; Mare is working the engine; we bad 
to relieve each other at that, for the engine room 1s small, two 

would be in the way; besides that, it is the most dangerous place in 
the ship, and there is no use in needless exposure; then I like to see 
going on. Eetretia followed close to the Kinsman, the Cal- 
houn next. We began firing at 8. The rebel batteries on shore and 
the steamer Cotion bring on us. Directly a torpedo exploded under 
the stern of the Kineman, unshipping her rudder, and a ain age go 
from a rifle pit on shore shot Ac Master W (brother o or 

- captain of the Kinsman) in the shoulder. The Kinaman then backe 
off down the bayou and Wiggin reported it to Buchanan as be passed, 
but Buchanan had seen and understood the explosion. I was then 
standing beside Buchanan on the upper deck, in front of the pilot 
house.. The pilot, M., and the two quartermasters, Jenkins - 

Lewis, were in the pilot house. The Eaireila was an iron vessel, wi 

sides heavy enough to stop a musket ball, and at. least conceal her 
men, It was the intention of Buchanan, as he said to ma, to force 
the obstructions and follow. up the steamer Cotten, so he ordered 
‘Captain A. P. Cooke to go shead up to the obstruction, and Cooke 
replied, “The rifle pits line the shore,” but made no move. The 
Retrella was then drifting down. Buchanan then said: “Then more 
out of the way and I will go.” The Calhown’e forward and after 
decks were flush, no bulwarks except right on the bow at the anchors; 
her gun’s crewa were necomsertly exposed, Mars wae working the 
engine wheel slow, under one bell; the helm was 4 little a-port. 
Buchanan held the apygiass to his eye, looked on the. ehatractiens, 

repeated what he saw, and told me to verify, which I did. So well 
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remember the wreck of the bridge, the little steamboat, the flatbost 
load of bricks, the big logs that looked like live oak, eto. Directly 
the reports of rifles from the pi probably 150 feet away, rang out. 
Buchanan exclaimed, ‘Oh, God!” The glass went over his shoulder. 
I zp e in his effort to raise his hands to his head he had thrown it. 
He fell like an ox, and as he fell I saw a blood spot the size of a half 
dollar in front of his right ear and from it the blood began to flow. 
So quick wes it all that the spot was visible to mo before the blood 
came. I was right at his side; he was directly between me and the 
ag and had that ball missed him it would have hit me in the neck, 
‘or I was a little teller than he was. Quartermaster Lewis was 
struck ‘in the leg and Perkins in the back, and as I stepped back 
behind the pilot house for protection, both Lewis and Perkina 
tumbled out on deck and lay down behind the little deck house; the 
pilot ran aft and escaped. I observed the ship had run her bow 
ashore on the side where the rifle pits were. I observed our fire was 
much slower. ‘I noticed the Righth Vermont Regiment advancing 
on the rifle pits slowly, so slowly I ran and got behind the ventilator 
on the port side, where I could call to Mars in the engine room. I 
told him the situation, end to back her. He did so, and she backed 
to the other side and her oe and the current swept her 
around until she headed toward the pita. We then went shead a 
couple of turns; she floated and soon drifted out of a ee 
hed wounded the handsome Foster, killed Daverick, Ne ‘i ona 
Lewis, and wounded Brown, Foster, Lewis, Perkins, Adams, Williams, 
Riley, and May. A spent ball hit my leg. While I was behind that 
ventilator directing the movement of the veasel, the rebels evidently 
discovered ma, because they struck that ventilator in wake of my body 
five times. One bullet penetrated the ventilator on one side, but 
failed to come through the other side, or it would have hit me in the 
breast. The only steam gauge we had was shot away; & musket ball 
was embedded in the iron of the ateam drum. The woodwork was 
riddled with bullete. I went down on the gun deck pretty wall 
seared. Jordan was working the forward peer: his men would get 
under cover and make sorties to load, train, and fire. I saw Jordan 
with a pair of horse pistols. He stepped out from behind the hog 
frame, turned his to the rifie pits, and fired. * * * 

The Eighth Vermont Regiment had charged the pits and the rebs 
ware running, so I singled outa reb end emptied my revolver. * * * 
It was about 10 oclock when the Yankee soldiers charged the rifle 

its, but we fired until about 11.15 as the rebel artillery and the J. A. 
Potton were still engaged, but the Cotfon was firing then on the 
soldiers. * * * 

January 15.—Report comes from the signal officers of the army 
that the rebels have blown up the J. A. Cotton to prevent her falling 
into our hands. 

Our forcea have reached Franklin, [La.], by land, after a hard fight. 





Extracts from the Report of Brigadier-General Wsiteel, U. 8. svuy, commanding expedition, 
Hzapquanrers Reserve Bricavn, 
Camp Stevens, La., January 18, 1863. 
Corongen: Having during the whole of week before last heard 
reports from different sources that the enemy was meditating an 
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at Berwick er d and that he was increasing the 


attack on my forces 


armament of the rebel gunboat J. 
ber, and knowing that this gunb 


Cotton, both in caliber and num- 


cat would be e very large element 


in the attack, I considered it my duty, in cooperation with our gunboat 
feet a Berwick Bay, under Lieutensnt-Commander T. Mek rei 
anan, to make en expedition to capture, destroy, or cause 0 8 


9 
i boat. : 
ma peter o's my troops for the expedition. 


I concentrate 


x & 8 


orning at 3 o'clock the gunboats commenced eToss- 
Roper end cavalry and completed it at 10.30 0 clock, snd 


thea took on board all the infantry 


barked and formed 


return 1 advanced my whole 
for the night under cover of the 
Next morning I threw the 


. The whole force was disem- 


in line of battle at Pattersonville. Lieutenant- 
Commander Buchanan then made & reconnoissance, and upon his 


force to Lynch’s Point and bivouscked 


boats. 
Bighth Vermont on the east bank of the 


Bayou Teche, to clear that bank of riflemen and other land forces that- 


might be there, and advanced 
the Cotton, which was in aight. 


line on the west bank to attack 
"Before starting I directed the colonel 


f the Bighth Vermont to call for 60 volunteers to move right up to 
the Cotton on the east bank and shoot down her goats directed 


feutenant- beock, of the Seventy-fift. 
oy cee mg, ein itsens to do Le same on the west b 


for the same number o poate, which were ahead, engaged the 


Soon efter starting, the A 
Cotton, my line steadily advanc 


New York was within ag 


her regular line of 


shot down everyone in 
game time Captain Bainbridge was enfil 


ew York, to call 
a 


As soon as the Seventy-fith 
tance of the (otion a portion of |) 
and the volunteers attacked her, 


i and letely silenced her. At the 
aight, a y 


er from the main road, 


and Carruth and Bradbury, en échelon, on plantation rogds — 
i to the main road, were 


the enemy from 


pits and the cav. 


at her broadside. 


ermont came 2 ae the east bank ss qui aly "agit, ove 


ch was ay pad] 


these riflemen, and took 41 prisoners, including a Heutenan 


three pieces of 


rt on the weat ba 
the Seventy-fifth New: York 


ill ’ 
ae Van Hk driven back by the slormishers of 


and my light batteries. At the same 


time the gunboats were gion, Bele 


Cotten stood this terribl 


retreating slowly. 


was again repulsed, and 


with its infantry and cavalry 


ery, 


the Cation as fast as possible. The 


@ fire bravely for some time, then commenced 


After petting out of range she came back, but 


er that there was only slight skirmishing 


between the land forces for the rest of the day. 


Next ead eae: dayb 
8 0 


tructions in 
fire. She bad been swung across the bayou and burne 


removing th 


reak, and befora we could commence 
the bayou, the Coton was i gach on 


so that 


hull might serve as a further obstruction. 3 
bene shies AP the expedition having thus been accomplished, I 
immediately ordered the return, 


my whole commend 
e captured about 50 
several. horses. Wo lost 1 


and arrived here Friday night with 


risoners (incliding 1 lieutenant) end 
i eet ate rerio killed and 2 


noncommissioned officers and 25 ablen wounde 


The boat flee 
aneD, peel orben) of 


t, commanded 


the Calhoun, 


the brave and lamented Buch- 
Liewtenant{-Commander] Buchanan 








NET hae Se 
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commanding {and since his desth by Acting Master M. Jordan); the 
boat Estrella, Uigttaecheie cee: P. Cooke; the gunboat 
insman, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant George Wiggin, and the 
gunboat Diana, Acting Master B.S. Goodwin. All of these gallant 
officera and the brave officers and men under them did their duty 
neeyey and well. They crossed and recrossed my whole command 
over Berwick Bay without a aingle accident, and covered my advance 
and march on the return in the most handsome manner. 
+ ‘ % * x zs cd * 
Lieutenant [James E.| Whiteside, of the Seventy-fiftth New York, 
bravely led his volunteers; went up to the banks opposite the Cotton 
ordered them to haul down her flag. He was immediately 
ser shot, but before dying ordered his men to keep on and take 


@ , 
? am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Q. Werrznt, 
Brigadier-Geneval, 0. 3. Volunteers. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Rionanp B. Inwe, 
Adjutant-Gensral, Department of the Qui}, New Orleans, La. 





Geweral Onven, Fiaesur Harrrorn, 
No. 1, - New Orleans, January 18, 1863. 

The funeral of the late Lieutenant-Commander T. M. Buchanan 
will take place this morning at 10:30 from the ferry wharf, foot of 
Canal street. *: 

Such officers of this squadron 6s can be spared from duty on board 
these respective vessels will be required to pay their last respects 
to this brave and honored officer, who met his death in the faithful 
discharge of his duty. 

Dress: Service un ; 

(D. G. Fanragor,] 
Rear-Admiral. 





Synopeis of report of Lisatenant Winchester, 0. 8. Army. 


2 Sa se Farms’ Barrzry, P. L. A., 
Camp Bisland, Bayou Techs, La., February 19, 1868. 
Siz: I have the honor to say that, having forwarded a detailed 
report of the late action (January 14) on the Teche to brigade head- 
uarters, I now submit a synopsis thereof for your information. 
This battery took position here under orders dated January 13. 
Karly on the morning of the 14th the left section (two 12-pounder 
bronze field howitzers), under First Lieutenant J. R. Winchester, 
Proweeiien, down the main bayou road and got in battery just in time 
ey pI tene the C. S. gunboat J. A. Cotton, whose ers and pilots 
left their posts, oat unable to stand the hot fire of the 
Yankeo sharpshooters. Here the left section dispersed the Yankees 
and enabled the gunboat, that had swung a the bank of the 
bayou, to become manageable and retire up the Teche. 
he left section remained there until it had exhausted all its can-. 


ister—20 rounds. It then fell back to its original position on the ~ 
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t 4 o'clock 
i arthworks of Batt Fuseleer, and abou 
sige Ninloaiged aie entire force of the enemy Fro Shue ebeloes te 
the Bethel residence and negro quarters by the Zz 


ds of spherical case. 
The pene section (two 6-pounder bronze smoothbore guns) 


i i fie 
ieutenant Osear Gaudet, stationed in the open tu 
age sort of ain about 12 o’clock m. dispersed - a Fg : 
Yankee column and 2 section of ariieey _ ore DF i 
spherical case. This section was soon alte pe edind | 
rt to Colonel Leopold fl.) Armant, co i 
Fiotrecath hoa ent cai careet antry Volunteers, where it 
i ik the Federals retired. ; ae : 
rare section (wo tage Pas: silise) Feed earns 
i d played on the enemy; 5 a 
Oe ie erie alternately, at intervals pucg tue day, ter- 
minating with seven shots ot begs of the 15th of January. 
i oti d a total o 
can tne. tas slightly wounded, 2 horses slightly wounded 


and ! fatally. ; ; 
T am, very respectfully, your shogent gs 
First Lieutenant, Senior, Commanding Farvs’ Bakery. 


Fars, 


ain T. A. 
Sap Commanding Battery. 





Brtract from the Houston, Tex., Tri-Weekly Telegraph, February 2, 1843. 
@. 8. gunboat J. A. Cotton burnt, 


j th instant a large Federal force was 

ane : api, eames ‘both by land and water to attack aut 
ationed about 12 miles below Franklin. The aport pene 

to be correct, for at 6 o'clock p. m. they were meee W ing ° 

lantation of J. M. Carpentier, and del of pry ee a gun 
Fai geek a a tn 
id firing from their gunboats, and it was evi- 

ial ira bed ne poche usual, to feel for our position, but 
to meet us face to face. Owing to the superior ran @ of were , 
the batteries of the Coton i clions tho deep thunder of uur heavy 
but es they near eo ©) J 

knew that the game had cease 

cg SNA OY set Alg Sor hours the roar of artillery was 
sinc ioseannt, andthe high wind which had been prevailing 

i d into silence. 
paterson in a very short time that our fire from the oer 
was talling seriously upon the enemy's yeasels. The Grey viene, 
which was the first to pp isyain aearees Ae hase Rs daa a ; 
i the bayou, in which condit.on she 5 ee 
ee eienupen pipegeade without replying from her batteries. zee 
this juncture the Estrella was sean to appro aod conn sor 

time by her side. The Estrella then retired s short distance, keeping 


| 
| 
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under cover of the Cloud, and took up a position which enabled 
her to throw her ay A behind the int ter, veins ants thereafter 
were but few and ineffective. 

Surely Providence was with us in this artillery duel. Our shots 
were frequently seen to anes their aidee, at one time with such 
effect as to cause the crew of the Grey Cloud to abandon her gun decks 
while the enemy's, though frequently striking us, inflicted no 
damage whatever. 

About 10 o’clock s. m. it was discovered that three regiments of 
the enemy's infantry were co he such a manner that their 
extreme left would flank the Cotton. g2 — ts were supported 
by batteries of fieldpieces. Upon perceiving this, the Cotton’ s sprin 
were cut and the order given to back up the bayou to be in line wi 
our land forces. The movements of ‘se enemy were so rapid that 
they were soon upon the very banks of the bayou, firing volley after 
volley upon our gun decks, and sweeping the men from the batteries. 

It was about this time that Lieutenant Stevens, of the Confed- 
erate Navy, fell, fighting like a hero, brave as a hon, and calm and 
immovable as the very statue of silence. The loss of such men, while 
deeply mourned by individuals, should clothe a whole nation in sad- 
ness. The monuments they merit are deep in the heerts of the peo- 
ple, more enduring than the shaft which plerceth to the clouds. 

At this time too, was wounded our breve captain of the Coton. 
Shot through both ‘arms, the purple tide of life gushing from his 
wounds, he atood like granite at post, nor left it until his boat 
was moored in line with our advanced troops on land. He was then 
removed to the steamer Gossamer, to be transported to Franklin, and 
Lieutenant E. T. King sssumed command. 

_The Heutensnt, after the remova! of the killed and wounded, 
directed the Cot#on once more toward the scene of action. While 
advancing in thia ‘direction several batteries, which were concealed 
upon the banks, opened upon this boat with a corey fre, almost every 

ot striking her. Her cabin was riddled with alls, but the iron 
over her machinery proved the efficacy of such a defense, for their 
shots made scarcely an impression upon it. It is certain that, for 
all practical purposes, the oton was as formidable after the engage- 
ment as if she had never sustained the fire of the enemy. 

Finding that he could not reply with effect to. the land batteries, 
and there being no support on shore, Lieutenant King returned to 
the Leics he had occupied when taking command. The loss of 
the Votton is as follows: 

Kilted.—Lieuvtenant H. K. Stevens, C. S. Na : ec V. Gau- 
treau, privates J. A, Chesnut, O. A. Fleurot, 3.8, Mebencon.. 

Wounded.—Captain BE. W. Fuller, in both arms; Lieutenant EF. 
Montague, in the side; Sergeants F. De la Rue, J. Gautreau, in the 
side, and D. Como, in the Privates J. C. Bishop and R. J. 

ins, in the foot; F. Devillier, J. A. Hickman, in the head. 

Colonel Mc Waters, of the Second Louisiana Cay was also killed, 
near the residence of Colonel Bethel, and his remains have been taken 
to Alexandria for interment. We are unable to-day (Monday) to 
give a list of the killed and wounded of the land forces, but it was 
very trifling, not exceeding 10, it is believed, all told. Up to the 

resent writing—Sunday, 1 o’clock p. m.—we are unable to learn 

6 enemy's loss. This closes the history of the battle on the 14th. 
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Since that dey there has been no fighting beyond occasional skir- 
asishan, The Seanty have retreated to Berwick Bay. What are 
their intentions for the future in regard to this, the fairest portion 
of our State? The red blaze of incendiariam, smoldering ruins 


which mark their backward merch, would seem to indicate that they 


are about to abandon this section and seek to leave eruel remem- 
brances of their fanatical hate bebind them. ane the houses 
destroyed on this side of the bayou we notice those of Colonel P. C. 
Bethel, Mr. A. A. Fuselier, and Mr. Nume Cornay. 

‘Our forces were commanded by Brigadier-General Alfred Mouton, 
and those of the enemy by General Weitzel and Commander T. M. 
Buchanan, the latter of whom was . The Yankees, in the words 
of the brave Captain Fuller (the Paul Jones of the South), fought 
like tigers, and exhibited feats of great daring and bravery. @ 
were in such close proximit to the Cotton that the word of command, 
“Oblique, march!” was dlitinatly understood when our battery, 
placed on her hurricane deok, let fty its missiles of death at their 
advancing columns, which were decimated by the unerring aim of 
our ert gunners. : : 
The Cotton which had become the pet and pride of our community; 
the Cotton, which had come to be regarded as peraonal — among 
us, is ne more. After having fought with un eled success in 
more than one engagement all the gunboats the enemy could bring 

inst her; baptized in blood that welled from the hearts of the 
noblest and the bravest in the land; invincible to her enemies, the 
idol of her frienda, one atroke of the mighty pen has swept into anni- 
hilation what tempests of shot and shell and fire had failed to acathe. 
She now lies a gloomy wreck upon the water, thongh lost and aban- 
doned, defiant in her loneliness, and still, ss she was when afloat, a 
barrier to the advance of her foe. : 

Is there blame to be attached to anyone for this destruction of our 
means of defense? Can it be explained why there was no concert 
of action upon the part of our Jand and water forces? We are no 
warrior, nor do we seek to constitute ourselves a tribunal to attach 
censure to anyone; but surely where such tremendous effects are 
remarked there must have been causes for their production. Let the 
matter be thoroughly sifted by the constituted powers, and let those 
who are ‘‘weighed in the balance and found wanting” be placed 
among the lights of the community. 


Latter Y Gn Rear-Admiral a U.S. Navy, to Commodors Bell, 
U.S. Navy, commanding off Galveston, regarding general matiers. 


¥iLacsmr Harrrorp, 
New Orleans, January 16, 1868. 

Duan Commopont: I received your sad intelligence last evening, 
by a dispatch from the South Wert Pasa of the part of the Hatteras. 
I was sadly grieved for the loss of veseel, officers, and men. Inde- 
ent o me other considerations, I can badly spare them. Still, 

d she been taken in the capture of Galveston, it would not thus 
have grieved me, but I fear it has Lake the enemy so much time 
to prepare for. you that I bave no doubt it will double the loss of 
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life to recapture it from what it would have done on lest Saturday. 
I regretted that I could not get the Owgsco off sooner, but you know 


how difficult it is to get them all ready for sea. The little steamer . 


Estrella, just as I waa getting her off, wae looked upon as an sbso- 
lute necessity in Berwick Bay. I received notice that the enemy 
was prepering with a number of cotton boats to attack ours, in the 
Galveston style, by tel end Buchanan very properly deter- 
mined to anticipate them, which he did sterday, and Bcteack the 
effort was successful in drawing them from their batteries and the 
Cotton up the river, still it was a sad, sad result, because it lost mo 
one of the most gallant young officers Thad in my command. Buch- 
anan wes killed by « Minié rifle and will be interred here to-morrow 
but I still hope that our combined forces will capture the Cotton and 
some other steamers in Berwick Bay or the tributary waters. 

As soon as that is accomplished, the Sachem repaired, and the 
Barrataria teady, we will have abundance of light-draft veasels for the 
surroundings of New Orleans, but the soldiers appear so unwilling 
that any of these veeaels should be withdrawn dist, Weitzel has made 
a protest ageinst it, and I am therefore compelled to comply with 
the general's wishes, hence you have not received the Hatrella, as was 
anticipated, but I still thought that six boats would be ample for all 

our work, and I therefore return you the /tesce with the Katahdin. 
t has been blowing 6 gale from the S. and W. ever since the vessels 
crossed the bar, 

I have sent the Tennessee off this morning with official notices to 
ali the blockading fleet as far as Key West, and directed Hitchcock 
to sond the Oneida or Cuyler to er West for that purpose, also to 

and intercept the Alabama or Ore 
think it is the latter. 

Since writing the above the steamer Cotton is burned by the enemy. 
I found on the arrival of the Clifton that her bow rudder was again 
carried away and the river current is so ing strong that ite repair 
is attended with great difficulty, added to which her crew are so com- 
pletely. demioralized that I find it impossible to send her back to 
you as an efficient vessel. I shall therefore have to send you two 
of the gunboate—/iasca and Katahdin. You lose by this exchange 
& powertul battery, but the Clifton has no protection either for boilars 
machinery, or men, and under the circumstances, unless she could 
(go) right into the harbor, I deem it useless to send her. Wishing 
you every success, 

I remain, truly, yours, 
D. G. Fanragor, 


Commodore Bri, U. S. Navy. 


Order of Rear-Admiral Farragut, U. 8. Age to Commander Alden, 
U. 8. Navy, referring to the loss of the U. S. 8. Hatteras and opera- 
tions in Bayou Teche. 

Fuiacsair Hartrorp, 
Off New Orleans, January 16, 1863. 
Capra: I have just received your report of the reconnoissance 
made by Commander Caldwell, and I am glad to find they have only 


to, as the-cese may be. Some . 
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19 guns instead of 30, as was formerly reported. Your oil will be 
sent up in the Katshdin, and Commodore Morris is chartering a coal 
veasel to go up. ee 

The pai for the Essex is at Donaldsonville. I think the gunboats 
can carry it up to her; it is all in b We are verifying the old rule, 
that misfortunes seldom come singly. We have just received news 
of the destruction of the Hatteras by the Alabama, or some such craft, 
off Galveston. Lieutenant-Commander Roe will tell you all the 
particulars. We have also had a success in the Teche, if such a thing 


can be called a success by which we lost Lieutenant-Commander | 


Buchanan and several men, but he drove the Cotten and their Jand 
forces from the barricades, and are now pulling them up, and Tf trust 
in the course of two or three days they will destroy or capture the 
Cotton. 1 sent the Tennessee to-day round to Pensacola with dis- 
patches to give notice of the Alabama's being in the Gulf, in order that 
they may be on their guard. 

I send the Katehdin up to you and wish you to send me the /taaca 
down, a8 I want ber to replace the Hatteras, with Commodore Bell. 
I desire him to have 6 gunboats; he has 4 now and I will send the 
Clifton and Itasca down to him. 

Very respectfully and truly, yours, 
D, G. Farpacot, 


Rear-Admiral. 
Commander J. ALDEN ; 
Commanding UT. SN aval Forces, off Baton Rouge. 


Order of Rear-Admiral hei, ty u S. Navy, to Captain Hitchcock, 
. 8. Navy. 


Fiaassip Hartrory, 
New Orleans, January 15, 1863. 
Sm: Proceed to Key West, Fla,, with my dispatch to Admiral 
Bailey and deliver the same, then return to off the Passes and tele- 
aph to me the tesult. On your way you will i a good lookout 
or rebel steamer 290, now supposed to be in the Gulf. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. G. Fanracvr, 
Rear-Admiral, 


I herewith enclose a blank order which you will fill up either with 
the name of the commander of the R. R. Cuyler, or of the Oneida, 
whichever you can best spare, and dispatch at once. 

I have ordered the Colorado off Mobile. 

If the Cuyler, you will let her take two 32s from the Potomac. 

Very reapectfully, etc., 
D. G. Farracot, 
Rear-Admirad. 
Commodore R. B. Hrroacocn, 
Commanding Blockading Force. 


Nw B—vou 1935 
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into the Atchafalaya, the Atchafalaya into Red River. Boats draw- 
ing not more than 4 or 5 baat in the force I mention, with a 
Eo force, could clear out the Atchafalaya, Red River, and 
ack River. 
All communications from Vicksburg and Port Hudson oross this 
line indicated by me. 


By taking it in the manner I propose, Vicksburg and Port Hudson 
would ba ac ls 


ipher to the rebels. 
It would be a campaign that 100,000 men could not so easily fight 
and so succesafully. 

_It is an operation to which the taking of Galveston Island is a 
cipher and the capture of the Mobile Bay forte a nonentity. 

I am so be impressed with the "se ada of this operation that 
I must request the Department to send a copy of this communication 
to Admiral Farragut and to the general in chief of the Army. 
' _ The rebels, seeing the importance of this line, are now A ifyi 

Butte 3 la Rose, a knoll surrounded sf A almost inaccessible swamp 
on the Atchafalaya and not far from ite entrance into Grand Lake. 

I solemnly protest against the removal of a single boet from Ber- 
wick Bay, and insist upon it that it is our duty at once to place them 
in the most efficient condition. 

T em, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. Warrzen, 
Brigadier-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 


Lieutenaat-Colonel 8. B. awe 
Adjutant-General, Dept. o} the Gul], New Orleans. La. 


Letter from Rear-Admiral Farragut, U. §. Navy, to Major-Generat 
Banke, 0. S. Army, regarding a vessel for Lake Pontchartrain. 


Duar Generav: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
together with a copy of General Weitzel’s communication to you, 
and in reply I 5, Be state that I will at the earliest day possible 
have 8 boat in Lake Pontchartrain. I suppose the small bouts will 
be all-sufficient for the ordinary duties to be performed there, and 
the very moment the repairs can be made upon the Sachem I will 
send her in there to take the place of the New London. The loss 
of three of our gunboats has so straitened my blockading force that 
I am constrained to remove the New London, for o time at least, 
but under any circumstances I think the light-draft vessels more 
suitable for e Pontchartrain. I am preparing the Sarrataria 
with two 24-pounder howitzers and a achooner with a Parrott and 
howitzer to go round within a day or two. The Calhoun, now in 
Berwick Bay, can not, I am told, hold out a month without under- 
poing a thorough repair, She hes been patched and mended to the 

t extremity. I shall therefore be compelled within that time to 
bring her up to New Orleans for repairs, leaving three gunboats in 
Berwick and the adjacent {waters}. What there 1s there for them to 
contend with I know not, but I have written to Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Cooke to give me the necessary information. 

Very respectfully, ate., 
D. G. Farraaour. 

Generel Bayxs. 
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Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Farragut regard-__ 
“ the movements the C. ‘© anon Alabama (890) and Oreto 
ida). 


Navy Derarramnt, January 19, 1868. 


Sm: From information that has reached the Department it is 
ny ensive that the Oreto has run out of Mobile is now on the 
seas. 
ommeander Ronckendorff, of the San Jacinto, learned at Barba- 
does that the Alabama, or $90, was at the island of Blanquilla, coali 
from a schooner, He proceeded to that place via Cumana, an 
arrived on the 15th of December. The steamer, whose name was 
iven out as the Alabama, had left the ev previous. Although 
description given by the few persons on the island correspon 
with that of the Risaan it is scarcel ible that it was that vessel. 
The Alabama captured the Ariel December 7, off madd Mayes. 
(Maysi], and released her on the evening of the 9th, near Kingston; 
whereas the steamer which coaled at Blanquilla left there on the 14th, 
heving been there five or six days. You will readily perceive, con- 
sidering the distance. between the points, and ope tae J the dates, 
that it could not have been the Alabama at Blanquilla. 
Haye you any information from which it can be inferred that the 
Oveto ia still at Mobile, or positive information of it? If not, you 
ould endeavor to ascertain whether she is or is not. She is almost 
@ sister ship to the 290. 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Gwron Weiies 
Secretary of the Novy. 
pier Rear-Admiral D. G. Farracor, 
' Commanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron, New Orleans. 


Letter from Rear-Admiral Farragut, U. 8. Navy, to Acting Rear- 

pene Bailey, 0. S. Navy, referring to the destruction of the steamer 

cotton. 
Fisaasare Harrrogn, 
Of New Ovleans, January 19, 1868. 

Dear Aparna: I have been intending to write you some time in 
reply to your letter, but I am really so bard pressed I have not had 
time. e Calhoun bas been, together with three other small steam- 
ers, all fitted for the occasion upon Berwick Bay and the Teche River. 

They have been blockading a rebel gunboat called the Cotton, who 
had barricaded herself in by a barrier across the river, and they only 
succeeded in compelling them to destroy her by the assistance of 
the army two days since, in which fight we lost one of our most gal- 
lant young officers, Lieutenant-Commander McKean Buchanan. 
The Calhoun will now come to the city to undergo repairs, amount- 
ing almost to new boilers. If I bad supposed there was any neces- 
aity of sending her to Key West for condemnation I would have sent 
her there long age, but she can be condemned here, aa we now have | 
py court in this ci , just as well, before which I am bringing 

the prizes as fast as I can. : : 

The Calhoun, however, was re ly appraised and teken into 
service by the Government, and there is no doubt thet the amount 
will be paid to the captors. You will have to settle that part with 
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These facts, as I believe them to be, I will communicate to the 


Government of the United States at Washington City. 


I am, very respectfully, your obedient servan 
per fi H. H. BELL, 


Commodore. 


Major-General J. Banxneap MacnupaE 
Commanding Confederate Forces, Galveston, Tez. 


Latter Jrom Commodore Bell, U.S. Navy, to Major-General Magruder, 
C. 3. Army, transmitting warning of attack wpon Galveston by the 
orces. 


Federal } 
U.3. Steam Stoor Brooxryrn, 
Off Galveston, January 21, 1863. 
Sm: I address ha this note in the cause of humanity, requesting 
you to give immediate notice to the foreign consuls, foreign residents, 
and the peaceable citizens residing in the city of Galveston to with- 


draw therefrom without ey. : 
I will allow them twenty-four hours from 5 o’slock p. m. of this 
date. After that I will not be responsible for the consequences. 
The eity of Galveston, Pea surrounded by numerous batteries and 
filled with armed troops, henceforth be regarded and treated as 
any other fortified place in the hands of the enemy. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Ho Ba, 
Commadore, Commending U.S. Forces off Galveston, 


Major-General J. BanceBAD Magrupzr, 
Commanding Confederate Forces, Galveston, Tex. 


(Waatosore.] 
U. S. Sream Stoor Brooxtyn, 
Off Galveston, January 81, 1863. 
Sm: I have to request of you to give publicity to the enclosed 
notice to all foreign consuls and others of the danger attending their 
continued residence in the city of Galveston. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
.H. Bau, 
Commodore, Commanding 0. §..Forces off Galveston. 
Monsieur B. Taséron, 
CG Agent of France and Vice-Consul of Spain 
at Galveston, Tex. 
[Satenalorure.) 
U. S. Sraau Stoor Brooxxyy, 
Of Galveston, January 31, 1868. 
Whereas the city of Galveston is occupied and garrisoned by the 
troops of the Confederate States, and the said troops are ently 
employed in erecting defenses in and around the said city in defiance 
of the aws of the United States, the foreign consuls and foreign sub- 
jects and all other parsons concerned are hereby warned that the city 
of Galveston and its defenses are liable to be attacked at any day by 
the forces of the United States under my command. 
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Twenty-four hours will be given from 5 o'clock p. m. of this day 


for innocent and helpless perecns to withdrew from the seid city of 
Galveston and ite vicinity. 


H. H. Bet, 
Commodore, Commanding U. §. Forces off Galveston. 


General order. 
Fiacsar Harrrozn, 
New Orleans, January 21, 1863. 


Hereafter no officer will be permitted to remain out of his ship 
after 12 o'clock midnight, except with the special permission of his 
commanding officer. No officer whatever will absent himself from 
his veasel beyond twenty-four hours without special permission from 
the admiral or senior officer present. 

This order will be strictly enforced and all infringements thereof 


will be punished with the greatest severity. 
D. Q. Farsagor, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding. 


Letter from Rear- Admiral Farragut, U. 9. phar | fo Lieutenant-Colonel 
Irom, U.S. Army, regarding the withdrawal of the 7. 8. S. Estrella 
from Berwick Bay. 
Furagsare Hartrorp, 

New Orleans, January 21, 1863. 


_ Sua: T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your commun- 
ication, enclosing a document from Brigadier-Genera! Weitzel in rela- 
tion to the ponbons in Berwick Bay. In reply I have to say that it 
is the firat [ knew of the gigantic operations in that quarter or I cer- 
tainly would not have taken the Keirefla from thera to place in Lake 
Pontchartrain. In my last conversation with the commanding gen- 
eral he certainly expressed no such views to me, but appeared glad 
that I had ordered the Estrella around to the lake un could get 
others of more suitable force for flanking the position at New Orleans. 
Before ordering the Estrella around, I wrote to the commanding off- 
cer of the flotilla to know if he was in any danger of being attacked 
or if he could spare a boat for the lake service, to which be replied 
that he could spare her, as he knew of nothing to prevent it, as the 
Cotton was destroyed. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. G, Farracor, 


Rear-Admiral, Commanding. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Rion B. Inwin, 
Acting Adjutant-General, Department of Gulf. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Farragut, U. S. Navy, transmitting extract 
; from the New York Journal of iinew: es 
No. 22.] Fuacsare Harrrorp, 
New Orieans, January 21, 1863. 
Sr: I wes much rised to see an artiole in the New York Jour- 
nal of Commerce, of Jannary 8, stating that the operations on the 
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Burhanks, late of the Goifon, and manned by the Cotton's crew, alg Be by four or five 
‘ of inf y a vee all the points on the jake are strongly pick- 
sted, and at Indian Bend there aie ¢ unders in ‘position. I propose starting at 
8 o'clock in the morning to examine Indian Bend. Captain Wiggin’s informatian is from 
contesbands near Indian Bend, who lat there yesterday. 

A. P, Cooxs, 


Lieutenant-Commender. 
Major-General AvetR. 


Navy, to assume command of-the Matile blockade. 


Fraaser Harrrorp,— - 
New Orleans, February 138, 1863. 
Sm: You will proceed without delay off Mobile with the vessel 
under ‘your cotimand and relieve Commodore R. B. Hitchcock in 
the command of the blockade of that port.* Pee 
Recent intelligence received from deserters induces me to beliéve 
that the enemy have two ironclads and four or five gunboats which 
aré protected with iron. aS ee eee 
e commander of the Jackeon was of the opinion when he left the 
vicinity of Grant's Pees that they were endeavoring to clear away 
the obstructions, so as to get into the [Mississippi] Sound and make 
’@ raid upon Ship Island, where we are preparing to receive them. I 
sent an order for the Often to proceed to =e Island and take the 
Jackzon’s station in the sound, and I ‘will send the Sachem as soon as 
she is repaired, perhaps.a week hence.. My own impression, raft 
ig that Admirel Buchanan will take advantage of the firat very calm, 
rk night to attack the blockaders, and is making a feint on Grant’s 
Pass to distract our forces. You will therefore keep a good. lookout 
for both attacks, leed him off (if he comes outside) as far as possible 
and I think the ironclads will find it diffeult to get back. I would 
heave a few 15 and 20 pound cylinders prepared for the solid shot to 
use on them, as they are said to be of 4-inch iron. 
Wishing you every success, I remain, 
Your obedient servant, 


Order of Rear-Admiral Farragut, 0..8. 1 og tied Captain Alden, Te0. 
e 


D. G. Fanracor, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Commender James ALDEN, 
Commanding 0. 8. S. Richmond. 


Tnatructions the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Farvagut, 
Uv. 8. fom stolen eg dll ers official investigation: 


Navy Deparment, February 14, 1863. 
Sm: Referring to your several dispatches respecting the disaster 
’ at Galveston, you are informed that. it is the desire of the Department 
that the conduct of the surviving officers should be investigated by » 
‘court-martial. 


* See revocation of this order, February 20, 1869. 
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The officer mentioned in hee No, 32 who corroborated the enemy's 
exaggerated statement of the losses on board the Harriet Lane should 
also be tried by court-mertial, as well as Acting Master Hannum, 
should he be released and again come under your command. 

loss of the vessels at Sebine Pass requires investigation, should 
the ¢fficers and crew be released and rejoin you, and the culpable 
officers, if they deserve, should be court-martisled. 

You spesk in your No. 16 of bringing Captain Hazard before a 
court. His case should be investigated by « court of enquiry, and 
if the facts warrant it he should be sent home for the further action 
of the Department. Ec 

The escape of the Oreto appears to be a matter deserving official 


enquiry, 

the Monongahels left Hampton Roads on the 3d instant for your 
aquedron. Captain McKinstry’s orders are to proceed to New 
Orleans, touching at Key Weat or Havana. 

The Lackawanna also sailed from Hampton Roads on the 7th 
instant for your squadron. Captain Marchand’s orders are to pro- 
ceed to the Gulf and report to you, touching at Key West. 

I am, reapectfully, your obedient servant, 
Gmron Wires ; 
Secretary of the Navy. 
Rear-Admiral D. G. Farraaut, 
Comdg. West Gulf Blockdg. Squadron, New Orleans. 


Letter jrom Rear-Admiral Farragut, U. S. be to Captain Alden, 
' U.S. Navy, referring to the Mobile blockade and possible attack upon 
Ship I sland, 

Fvracsmip Hantrorp, — 

New Orleans, February 15, 1863. 
Dzar Capra: I find that while I was worried to death about the 
Clifion she bad run down past the city and the first. news I heard of 
her she was at Ship Island, and as that was the place I wanted her I 
forgive all the Le eaeg which ried not have occurred in con- 
veying the orders to her. But you will have to go and take the place 
of Hitchcock, whose vessel is entirely broken down, and he has now 
been on the-blockade some six weeks and ia afraid to leave the sta- 
tion, although he is in the most halpless condition. You must there- 
fore get round there as scon as possible. It is the only place I have 
any fear of an attack, and we must have a vessel there ready to meet 
the force of Buchanan. They will not, in my opinion, attempt to 
come out: of Grant's Pasa and attack Shi and, and if they do 
Madigan says he is ready for them. The Clijton and Jackson ought 
to be able to keep them in check in the sound. The moment the — 

‘orado arrives 1. will order Odie back into the river, unless Porter 

succeeds in getting dawn SY reduction of Vicksburg; then I think 
all the other places will fall, but I am now urging the general to make 
a demonstration eps [Port] Hudson,.and I was in hopes to do it 
before you left, but now I find that I can not postpone the relief of 
Commodore Hitchcock any longer, as the demoralizing effect would 

be 'tco great if any disaster was to happen at Mobile. Z 
I am glad to hear that the vessels were not sunk off Charleston, 


but are all safe in Port Royal, There is no end to the demoralizing 
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November !—Pensacola Bay. At 8 o’clock this morning the U. S. 
gunboat Pembina arrived here. 

November 2, Sunday——Peansacola Bay. The prize steamer Carolina 
at 9 a. m. steamed out of the harbor. 

November 4.—Pensacola Et. _ At 4 p.m. the U, S. mail boat Con- 
necticut and the steamer Ela Sykea arrived here from New Orleans. 

November 5.—Pensacola Bay. The Connecticut left this morning 
for New York. The Hatteras arrived here at 3 p. m. 

November 6,—Pensacola Bay. The weather continued so rough all 
day that we could not gotosea. At6 p.m. the U.S. gunboat Xenne- 
beck arrived here from Mobile. 

November 7.—Pensacola Bay. At 10 a. m. the flagship made aig- 
ual for us to get underway. The iaeoale started out ahead of us. 
We keep company with the fi ip ailday. At7 p. m. we arrived 
off Mobile, where we vd ed about en hour while the admiral com- 
municated with the Brooklyn. At 8 p,m. we started again, the flag- 
ehip going ahead and the f'ennessee bringing up the rear. 

November 8—At 7 #. m. we came in sight of the light-house at 
South West Pass. There is a large French frigate lying off the Pass. 
She saluted the admiral with seventeen guns, which was returned by 
the Hartford with eleven guns, At 3:40 p. m. the Aagship made sig- 
nal for us to get underway and proceed over the bar. We got under- 
way arid started up the Pass, but, unfortunately, we stuck fast on 


the bar. At 5 p.m. the Hartford steamed up to Pilot Town and. 


came to anchor. 

November 9.—South West Pass, The flagship and the Tennesses 
went up to New Orleans last night. At 5 p. m. we arrived at the 
Head of the Passes, At7:30 p. m. we arrived at Fort Jackson. We 
passed the gunboat Varuna, which was sunk in the river. ‘There was 
a steamboat alongside of her and there were men working on her. 

Novernber 10. Wias issippi River. At 8:30. a. m. we passed the 
gunboat Kineo, opposite the Chalmette Batteries. At 9:30 a, m. we 
arrived at New Orleans. The bag ed Pensacola, Mtesissippi, Clif- 
ton, Cayuga, and Tennesese were also here. : 

November 13.—New Orleans. Ati p.m. the Hever and Kineo went 
up the river, At 2p. m. asalute of seventeen guns was fired from the 

artjord in honor of the French admiral, who had visited the flagship. 
‘The salute waa answered by a French corvette. : 

- November {4.—New Orleans. General Butler has a pemeo ship 
anchored in the middle of the river, where he has all of the guerrilla 
prisoners confined. They were allowed to come out on the upper 
deck to-day to get the rir. 

Movember 15—New Orleans. At 5 p. m. the U. S. mail boat 
Roanoke left here for New York. She took a great many passengers. 
The gunboet Katshdin came down the river at half past 5 p. m. and 
anchored ahead of us. SSA. 

November 22,—New Orleans. Commodore Morria visited the Eng- 
lish sloop of war Rinaldo this morning. : ; 

November 24.—New Orleans. This morning the mail steamer 
Greole urrived here. The U.S.S. McClellan arrived here at 10 a, m. 

November 89.—New Orleans. At 12 o'clock the gunboat Katahdin 
came down the river. She had the yellow fing atthe fore, Abté& p.m, 
the U.S, mail boat Creole left here for New York. 
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December 4—New Orleans. The ironclad gunboat Essex came 
down the river this morning and went slongside of the storesbi 
Fearnot. Workmen are engaged iron plating the little stern-whee 
steamer ¢alled the Ape. She is to run on Lake Pontchartrain. The 
plates are 1}-inch iron, to protect the engine and boilers, There ia 
quite fleet of little steamers on the lake, The rebels have a steamer 
celled the Cotton, which our bonts have been trying to capture for 
some time, but they can not get the rebel to come out from under the 
battery which protects the entrance to some small creek. 

December 4.—New Orleans. -The U. 8. mail boat Cahawhe arrived 
here this evening from New York. 

December 6.—New Orleans. The Hssec went up the river again 

morning, 

December 6.—New Orleans. The little steamer Ave made her trial 
ap down tho river thia afternoon. 

ecember 9.—New Orleans. The U. S. gunboat Itasca came down 
the river this afternoon, with the gunboat Winona in tow. 

December 10.—New Orleans. At 6 p. m. the mail boat Cohawha 
left here for New York. The two members of Congress from Louis- 
jana went as passengers in her. 

December !1.—New Orleans, At il p.m. the U.S. gunboat Alba- 
trogs arrived here from Mobile. 

December 16.—New Orleans. This morning at 8 a. m. the U. S. 
transport Verth Star, one of the transports belonging to General 
Banks's expedition, arrived here. During the day the following trans- 
pre arrived, loaded down with troops: New Brunswick, United 

tates, Northern Light, 8. R. Spuulding, and MMinois, ‘The levees were 
erowded with people watching the arrival of the great expedition. 
At 3 p. m. the cornet was hoiated at the forse. General Banks hae 
taken up his quarters for the present in the St. Charles Hotel. 

December 16—Missisaippi River. At 42. m, all hands were called. 
We were soon underway, standing up the river, The gunboat Alba- 
tross followed in our wake. We passed a | pp many of our camps 
over 40 miles from New Orleans. Some of the pickets are stationed 
nearly to Donaldsonville. We paesed the steamer Sallie Robinson 
about 4 p.m. Most of the sugar mills that we passed to-day were 
gioding sugar. At 4:30 p. m. we arrived at Donaldsonville, where 

ere is a very large encampment of our troops, The U. S. gunboat 
Winona is here at anchor. She is perfectly riddled with shot. She 
was fired into by two batteries of artillery and had twenty-seven shots 

ut into her. She: had only one officer killed in the action. The 

ssexz, coming to her aid, soon made the rebels skedaddle. We 
stopped st Donaldsonville only long enough to communieate with the 
Winona, and then proceeded on up the river before dark. We loaded 
the guns with grape, canister, and shrapnel. At 6 p. m. we came up 
with three of our gunboats at Bayou Goula. 

December {?.—Baton Rouge. At 2 a. m. the transports came in 
sight. At 2:30 we got underway and took the lead of the fleet. At 
4a. m. we beat to quarters, as we were nearing Baton Rouge. We 
waited for the transports to come up with us, when Brigadier-General 
Auger and staff came on board of us. We then started up the river 
again and arrived at Baton Rouge at70.m. The Mssexis at anchor 
here. There are some rebel troops at the back of theeity. We got out 
all of our boats to land the troops. The troops began to disembark 
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I must further report that while lying here we have re oy zed to In case & Sled —- mekes her Spee off gd at Pc 
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Hudson, and, in fact, they have very few troops there now (so they” 


report). I wish, therefore, that you would let Commodore Palmer 
have Lsxtrella, Arizona, and Switzerland to keep up the blockade 
between the mouth of this river and Port Hudson as stringently as 
possible. 

I destroyed yesterday 339 barrels of sugar and molasses and captured 
one of their flatboats with 2 hogsheads of sugar, which we took for the 
: . 7 : A na T ‘ . . . . : a 
ship’s company. We destroy everything that we find in the shape of 
boats. I hey have only a few left, one or two, which are secreted in 
Bayou Sara. 

Phe cavalry which made the recent brilliant raid arrived in Baton 
Rouge on the 2d, with the loss of but 1 man killed and 5 wounded, 
after having cut nearly all the railroads and destroyed an immense 
; . | . 6 bs ‘ i 
amount of Confederate property and stores. The rebel papers say 
that it exceeds in dash and daring any exploit that has been performed 
during the war by either side. : 

ry? . = . . . 
Wishing you every success in the capture of Alexandria, and in our 
glorious cause, I remain, . 
Very truly, your friend, 
[D. G. Farracut], 
Rear-Admiral 

Acting Rear-Admiral Davip D. Porter, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Hlagship Benton. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Farragut, U. 8, Navy, transmitting report regarding a naval 
reconnoissance in Red River. 


No. 88. | Fiacsuip Harrrorp, 


Above Port Hudson, May 6, 2863. 

Sik: Since my last dispatch, Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 

“av : I oworle ¢ thee N wif feesaade Se 
having finished his work at Grand Gulf, determined to come down in 
person and cooperate with General Banks in the reduction of Alexan- 
dria. He arrived off Red River about 1 a. m. yesterday morning. 

I have sent up Red River the three small gunboats, Albatross, 
Extrella, and Arizona, to make a reconnoissance and ascertain the 
true state of Fort De Russy, and also to ascertain, if possible, whether 
any reinforcements had been sent down to the rebel General Taylor 
from Arkansas. , 

On the arrival of the A/batross at Fort De Russy, two steamers, the 
eee Duke wd Mary T, were found to be there prepared as gun- 
oats, and were apparently removing the guns from the fort. The 
steamers opened fire upon the Albatross. All the further particulars 
of the reconnoissance will be found in the report (A) of Lieutenant- 
Commander Hart. 

ry. M4 

The Albatross lost 2 killed and 4 wounded. One of the former, I 
regret to say, was Mr. I. B. Hamilton, a Red River pilot, sent from 
this ship; he was a young man who had just received i branch, and 
leaves sisters and a widowed mother in New Orleans, who were 
entirely dependent upon him for their support. He had a brother in 
General Grant’s army, from whom no intelligence has been received 
for some months. 

Mr. A. D. Merritt, pilot of the Adbatross, was wounded by the same 
shot which killed Mr. Hamilton, and although both of his hands were 
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wounded, he, with commendable zeal and patriotism, offered his 
services-to Admiral Porter, who ‘took him up with his squadron. 
I herewith enclose the fleet surgeon’s report of casualties (B). 

Feeling now that my instructions of October 2, 1862, have been 
carried out by my maintenance of the blockade of Red River until the 
arrival of Admiral Porter, and learning both from the Department 
and from the newspapers that the onblas are on their way down to 
me, I shall return to New Orleans as soon as practicable, leaving the 
Hartford and Albatross at the mouth of Red River to await the result 
of the combined attack upon Alexandria, but with orders to Commodore 
Palmer to avail himself of the first good opportunity to run down 
past Port Hudson. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. G. FARRAGUT, 
Rear- Admiral. 
Hon. Grpron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 


[Enclosures. ] 


U.S. S. ALBATROSS, 
. Off Mouth of Red River, May 6, 186%, 

Sir: Your orders of May 3, directing me to proceed with the U.S. 5. 
Albatross under my command, accompanied by the U. S. steamers 
Estrella, Lieutenant-Commander A, P. Cooke, and the Arizona, com- 
manded by Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Daniel P. Upton, to make a 
reconnoissance up the Red River, there to ascertain about the passage 
of transport steamers that possibly may have passed out of Black River 
to reinforce the rebels on Red River within the last week, then by 
observation, as well as by enquiry, ascertain if Fort De Russy was 
occupied or abandoned, and then to return and report to you the result 
of my observations, were received. As near as circumstances would 
permit I have carried out your instructions, and I very respectfully 
submit the following report: . 

At 9:45 a. m. (May 3) the Addatross left her moorings from along- 
side the Mississippi River bank and entered the Red River, followed 
by the steamers stroll and Arizona. 

After proceeding a short distance it was ascertained that the ordi- 
nary speed of the Albatross and Arizona much exceeded that of the 
Estrella, and that the three vesséls would necessarily occupy « greater 
length of time in accomplishing the duty required. than was at first 
supposed. ; 

At midday captured a skiff containing a negro and three white men 
who were endeavoring to cross the river; their names were William 
S. Mills, ferry master; James ‘M. Bunch, a Confederate soldier; and 
James A. Kayes, a farmer. I detained them as prisoners. 

When we reached the neighborhood of the mouth of Black River I 
sent my boats with officers to visit all the houses there and to gain 
information with regard to steamers and troops from all who knew 
anything about things. We learned that there had been neither steam- 
ers nor troops passing for some time past. 

At sunset we reached a point on the Red River, which was about 12 
or 13 miles below Gordon’s Landing, or Fort De Russy, where we 
secured our steamers to the trees on the banks of the river. 
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Captain Upton, of the Arvzona, sent a boat with muffled oars to the 
nearest house up the river and secured two Frenchmen, the only male 
occupants. Through an interpreter they freely gave us all the infor- 
mation they were in possession of, which was that Fort De Russy was 
to be abandoned, and its guns were to be taken to Alexandria; no 
troops had gone up the river. These men were detained and treated 
kindly until we passed their houses, and they were put on shore. 

On the following morning, at 5 a. m., Ray 4, the steamers got 
underway and stood up the river in the following order: Albatross, 
kstrella, Arizona. We entered a part of Red River that was exceed- 
ingly crooked, and instead of soft mud we now had a sandy bottom. 
Great care was required in turning the sharp bends so as not to ground 
on low points and sand bars. It was slow work, and in consequence 
we did not reach the first picket station of the fort until nearly 7 

‘o'clock; no musket was fired by the guard to announce our approach; 
a pile of pine knots was ready to be ignited. A man came off and 
announced himself as being a strong Union man and offered assistance; 
we received him on board and we found him of some use to our pilots. 
As we steamed along the lookout aloft reported the smoke of steamers; 
our Union man told us that it was the smoke of two rebel steamers that 
were carrying away the /ndianolw’s X1-inch gun and the ironwork of 
Fort De Russy to Alexandria. 

We gave the men breakfast and then cleared the ship for action, 
got everything in place, and everybody appeared to understand that a 
hard fight might possibly be in store for them, and it was indecd satis- 
factory to see how willingly the officers and crew entered into the 
proper spirit. Your orders directed me to throw a few shell from a 
point below Fort De Russy, in order to satisfy myself that the place 
was abandoned. It was unnecessary to do so, for we saw by the smoke 
of the steamers that its immediate neighborhood was occupied, and I 
thought it best that the attack on the steamers, if it should be neces- 
sary to make one, should be commenced quite suddenly with a view to 
surprise them if possible. 

At 3:20 passed another picket station with its pile of pine knots; 
here again no alarm was given as we went by. 

At 8:40 saw ahead of us the sharp bend in the river and an open 
space that lies directly opposite the fort. A high piece of woods 
screened us from view, a all three vessels steamed along slowly and 
carefully. 

The Parrott gun on our bows was carefully pointed, and three broad- 
side guns were ready to discharge the very moment that we should 
emerge into the open view of our enemies. As we appeared before 
them a glance showed us the position of the river steamers and the 
situation of everything connected with the low fort. Two large rebel 
iron steamers, the Grand Duke and Mary T., had their bows moored 
to the earthworks in such a way that their hulls were below the top 
of them; both boats pointed downstream, so as to head almost directly 
for the broadside of a vessel that was passing the cleared space and 
until she turned the sharp bend. There were three casemates on the 
battery, and alongside of one of the steamers was a flatboat with a very 
large gun, the XI-inch gun in all probability that was said to have 
been taken from the ill-fated ironclad Zndianola: it was ready to be 
towed away. There was a heavy raft of large-sized logs stretched 
wcross the stream and secured by chains to trees on either bank, and 
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also by strong-moorings to the bottom, in order to prevent the current 
from taking it downstream. 

On the left bank of the river were 30 or 40 cavalry, with carbines, 
statio ned behind the levee. With all this in plain view Idid not hesi- 
tate to bring the steamer into action, and commenced with a discharge 
of five guns—the 30-pounder Parrott on the forecastle, three 32- 
pounder broadside guns, and the rifled 12-pounder Dahlgren howitzer 
on the quarter. My starboard side was presented to the enemy. The 
Confederates returned it promptly, and it was kept up on both sides 
vigorously until a dense cloud of smoke gathered between us; when it 
cleared away we went at it again. The enemy: had the most guns and 
sent their shot and grape thick and fast; another cloud of smoke 
obscured us, and we took advantage of the occasion to turn our steamer 
so as to present the port battery tothe enemy. When partly turned a 
32-pounder ball came through the wheelhouse, carrying away the wheel, 
killing John W. Brown, seaman, and Mr. Hamilton, a pilot, belonging 
to the flagship Hartford, that was zealously assisting the pilot of the 
Albatross, Mr. Archibald D. Merritt. Mr. Merritt was thrown some 
distance and had both his hands wounded by the splinters of the wheel; 
he did not consider himself disabled, and although urged repeatedly 
to report himself to the surgeon he continued to give directions and 
advice until the action was ended. As soon as the wheel was gone came 
acritical time; scarcely a moment was to be lost. The relieving tackles 
were manned and the executive officer, Mr. DuBois, was ready for 
the emergency. There was no pausing or wavering on his part; had 
there been it might have resulted in precisely such a catastrophe as 
happened to the Queen of the West at this same place. 

The current of the river and the eddies were working at cross pur- 
poses, and it seemed that the steamer for awhile could not be man- 
aged. Our bows were aground and then our stern, as we went ahead 
or backed, and it required the nicest management and undivided atten- 
tion. Noone but.acool man could have been able to accomplish what 
was desired, and Mr. DuBois did all that was required; he received 
prompt attention both from those in charge of the engine and those in 
charge of the helm. 

The cavalry on shore was making efforts to pick off our men at the 
relieving tackles, and the solid shot and grape began to tell seriously 
upon our hull. We were hit repeatedly, a second shot passing under 
the wheelhouse, tearing the decks; a shot passed through the hull near 
the water line; another passed clean through both sides and just grazed 
the stream drum; another one went through the smokestack. The 
mainmast was cut half in two close to the deck; the foremast was hit 
about 15 feet from. the deck; another shot cut the foreyard in two, 
which was lashed to the rail; the same shot in its nea tore up the 
deck and scattered splinters in every direction. e were hulled 
eleven times, and serious damage was done to our rigging and spars. 
We were forty minutes in action, fighting at a distance of not over 500 
yards, and during that time we fired fourteen broadsides that were 
well directed, and while turning our head around so as to head 
downstream we used our muskets and rifles. 

The Albatross went into the action all alone; two steamers were 
before her guns with a greater number of guns than she carried; on 
the upper decks of those steamers were sharpshooters, ensconced behind 
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large square timbers and cotton bales, and, besides, there was a force 
of cavalry on shore that was constantly firing upon the steamer. 

I could not require my brave crew to do any more than they had 
done, and I withdrew from my precarious position as deliberately as 
| had entered it, firing as I went, having done all that lay in my 
power to disable the enemy; but they were behind earthworks, cotton, 
and heavy pieces of timber, and I was in a thin, frail steamer, whose 
sides a Minié ball could easily penetrate. 

I might have been greatly assisted by the captains of the /stredla and 
the Arizona if they had obeyed my orders and had come to my assistance. 

I was near enough to-be heard, and I ordered them to come to me, 
and, fearing that my voice was not sufficiently strong, I asked Mr. 
DuBois to repeat my orders through his trumpet, and after .his 
trumpet was knocked out of his hand by a Minié ball he repeated my 
orders without it to them to come up. 

| feel quite sure that with both the other steamers I could have 
driven them (the rebels) away, have blown up the raft, and recaptured 
the /ndianol@s XI-inch gun and cleared the river. 

It appeared to me, however, that I ought not to make the attempt 
just then, a second time, unless I could get a hearty and willing 
cooperation from the other two captains, and, besides, I had a nnaoled 
ship, with wounded and dead men to look out for. I gave orders to 
the other captains to follow me down the river, and I returned. 

The conduct of our people exhibited the greatest bravery; they 
were ready and quick to obey. 

The men on the main deck were in charge of Acting Master Charles 
P. Wasbburn, worked well, and did their duty well. 

The Parrott gun on the bows was admirably served by Actmmg Master 
George H. Mundy and made telling shots; after one of his good shots 
there were clouds of steam that went up from one of the steamers. 

The powder division, in charge of Acting Ensign William Harcourt, 
was in good order and efficient. 

On my return down Red River I carried out your instructions with 
regard to the firewood. I offered the price per cord as you directed 
and think that it will be an inducement to several men to cut and cord 
up a quantity. : 

We met gomg up the Red River the Upper Mississippi fleet, under 
the command of Rear-Admiral Porter, and he desired me to say to 
you that he took the liberty of ordering the steamers Astred/a and 
Arizona to join his fleet, and he also required a pilot, and Mr. A. D. 
Merritt, although wounded so as to be unable to use his hands, cheer- 
fully volunteered to accompany him and was accepted. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN E. Hart, 
Lieutenant- Commander, U, S. Navy. 


Rear-Admiral D. G. Farracut, 
Western Gulf Squadron, 


eo Po 


U.S. Fiacsure Hartrrorp, 
Mouth of Red River, May 6, 18063. 
Sir: 1 respectfully report the following casualties on board the 
UL S.S. cl/bodross during the engagement up Red River on yesterday, 
the dth instant, viz: 
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Killed.—Mr. I. B. Hamilton, pilot, cannon shot; John W. Brown, 
seaman, cannon shot. 

Vounded.—George Fife, seaman, cannon shot, thigh, severe; Mr. 
A. D. Merritt, pilot, hand, slightly; James Dunn, seaman, slightly; 
Frank Vincent, landsman, slightly. 

Total, 2 killed, 4 wounded. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully; your obedient servant, 
J. M. Foutz, 
Fleet Surgeon. 
Rear-Admiral D. G. Farraaut, 
Commanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron. 


Letter of congratulation from the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Farragut, 
U, 8. Navy. 


Navy DrpartTMENT, June 15, 1863. 

Sir: I have from time to time acknowledged the receipt of your dis- 
patches detailing your movements since your successful and gallant 
pe of the Port Hudson batteries in ascending the Mississippi, but 

esire more especially to express the satisfaction that your recent oper- 
ations have given the Department. 

In blockading Red River, in maintaining possession of the Missis- 
sippi between Port Hudson and Vicksburg and cutting off supplies 
from those rebel strongholds, in intercepting large quantities of stores 
in transitu, in destroying the river transportation of the enemy, and in 
preventing his reinforcements reaching points successively attacked by 
our Army, you have carried out the wishes of the Department, well 
served your country and her cause, and inflicted serious injury upon 
those ih arms against the Government. I congratulate you upon these 
achievements. 

Having effectually kept up a surveillance of that portion of the Mis- 
sissippi which circumstances will now permit Acting’ Rear-Admiral 
Porter to take charge of, it is hoped that affairs have arrived at sucha 
state as to admit of your giving your attention to other important 
interests on the Gulf coast, and I trust that your future operations may 
be as successful and as gratifying as your past. 

The Department is pleased to learn that the force off Mobile has 
been very successful recently in capturing the blockade runners to and 
from that port. The numerous captures are evidence of the lively 
trade that is carried on in that quarter and suggest the importance of 
increasing vigilance. - 

Your attention has within the past few weeks been drawn to the 
state of affairs about the Rio Grande, and I venture to refer again to 
this subject and to the importance of correcting, as far as may be in 
your power, the evils existing. 

Very respectfully, etce., 
GIDEON WELLEs, 
' Secretary of the Navy. 
Rear-Admiral D, G. Farraaut, 
Commanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron, New Orleans. 
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Hpbgrs. Derr. oF Misstsstprl AND EASTERN LOUTSIANA, 
Suckson, Miss., April 29, 1863. 

Six gunboats, averaging 10 tons each, opened terrific fire upon our 
batteries at Grand Gulf at 7 a. m., and continued without intermission 
six hours and a half, when they withdrew; several boats apparently 
damaged. One, disabled, lying on Louisiana shore below. Our loss 
3 killed, including Colonel | William] Wade, General Bowen’s chief of 
artillery; 12 or 15 wounded. Repairs are being made, expecting a 
renewal of attack to-morrow. Transports loaded with troops in sight 
but inactive. 

= J. C. PEMBERTON. 

General S. Cooper, 
Richmond. 


TuLLAHoMA, [TENN.], April 29, 1863. 
General Pemberton reports the enemy in force at [Hard Times] 
opposite Grand Gulf, with barges, indicating intention to attack Vicks. 
burg. Depends on Army of Tennessee to defend northern Mississippi. 
That army can make no large detachments, except the cavalry near 
Courtland, which is opposed by 10,000 to 12,000 Federals from Corinth. 

J. K, JOHNSTON, 

General S, CooPER, 
Richmond. 


Reports of Captain Kelso, C. S. Army, commanding Confederate gunboats, regarding 
attack on Fort De Russy. 


Fiacsuip Granp Duxe, May 4, 1863. 

Mavsor: A ship of war mounting four guns ona side came up and 
opened fire on us this morning. We have some wounded, and I think 
on the Cotton some killed. The fire lasted about sixty minutes. We 
had to temporarily abandon the Cotton. We will return for her, as 
the enemy dropped down, as I thought, to secure a flank fire on ‘us: 
hut it is likely he, the enemy, is badly damaged. 

1 have the honor to remain, major, respectfully, your obedient 
servant, ate 7 

J. KELso, 
: Captain, Commanding Gunboat Fleet. 

Major E. Surcer, 

Assistint Adjutant- General. 

P. S.—The enemy, three in number—the picket guard reported 
before we left—had all gone down the river at the highest rate of 
speed, A boat answering the description of the Calhoun laid behind 
the woods and assisted in the attack. She put two or three shells 
through us. We could not direct our attention to her, as it could not 
be exactly discovered where she was stationed. 

The enemy set us on fire repeatedly, but it was extinguished by the 
energy of the steamboat men. I will shortly, major, make a full 
report, 
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Fiacsuie Granp Duke, May 13, 1863. 


Major: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of this fleet since the 1st instant. Continuous fever, con- 
fining me to bed during a portion of the time and incapacitating me 
for work of any sort, has delayed the submission of this report till now. 

In obedience to Special Orders, No. 106, and emanating from Head- 


- quarters District of Western Louisiana, 1 proceeded to Fort De Russy 


on the night of the 1st instant. I immediately made a full examination 
upon my arrival at the fort of the works and the position of the sub- 
merged guns. This examination was made after night, and the report 
made immediately. I found nothing to amend upon a renewed exami- 
nation in the morning. 

In twenty-four hours the submerged 32-pounder gun and all the 
undamaged property, excepting some pieces of railroad iron, was 
recovered and placed on board the barge ready to be towed to Alex- 
andria, La. Just as this work was completed an advance of the ene- 
my’s gunboats (three in number) was reported by the pickets under 
command of Lieutenant [H. A.] Frederic, of the Signal Corps. 
Captain George Hite, of the steamer Countess, was immediately 
ordered by me to take the barge in tow. This he did, and steamed 
out of sight and danger up the river. In ten minutes after the enemy 
made their appearance. The leading ship proved to be a steam pro- 
peller with two masts, mounting four guns on a side, and a pivot gun 
of heavy metal on bow and stern. From the best information procur- 
able, and the report of the pieces, the broadside guns were 32-pounders 
rifled cannon. This Fae OOr a position about 500 yards from us. 
The remaining vessels of the enemy’s fleet took position in favorable 
and shelling distances behind the woods farther down the river. We 
fired twice on the leading vessel before she replied. 

The engagement now became general, and for one hour the contest 
was hotly disputed. In twenty minutes after the engagement com- 
menced the Cotton, under command of Lieutenant E. T. King, was dis- 
abled by the cutting of her steam pipe. Lieutenant King, however, 
continued to fight his boat with unflinching coolness. In a very short 
time after it was reported to me that all the steering apparatus of the 
flagship was shot away. In fact, all the mechanical contrivances by 
which communication is conveyed from one part of the boat to another, 
bell ropes, speaking tubes, etc., were shot to pieces. 
reported to me at the same time that he thought his boat unmanage- 
able. The fight continued, however, with unabated energy until the 
leading gunboat of the enemy withdrew, apparently uninjured. This 
gave me the impression, and it was equally the impression’ of Lieuten- 
ant King, that, having divined our crippled condition, the enemy were 
drifting down the river in order to secure a position from which they 
could deliver the fire upon our unprotected flank. I therefore directed 
an examination to be made of our condition. This resulted in ascer- 
taining that by passing the word from man to man the boat might be 
handled exclusively through the engines. Upon a brief consultation 
with my officers, I determined to run up the river a short distance, 
repair damages, and return. It seeming to me clear that should the 
three boats select their positions—as was practicable with them, owing 
to our damaged condition—that our destruction would be probable. 
We therefore ran up the river, repaired damages as rapidly as possi- 
ble, and returned to the fort. 


Captain White ~ 


— 
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In the midst of the fight I observed with indignation and regret that 
the barge had been cast off from the Countess and had floated down 
avainst the reft. The Coffon, it was ascertained, could not be repaired 
at the fort, and it was absolutely necessary to save the barge and her 
valuable freight. I therefore took the Cotton and barge in tow and 
proceeded slowly toward Alexandria, La. The Countess made her 
appearance subsequently, and relieved us of the barge. 

‘he Grand Duke was set on fire tive times, but owing to the cool- 
ness and energy of Captain J. M. White, his officers and men, the fire 
was each time auoaaet: 

I can not conclude the report, major, without bearing testimony to 
the signal good conduct of the officers and men of the Crescent Artil- 
lery. First Lieutenant W. Hervey and First Junior Lieutenant T. H. 
Ilandy behaved in a manner to excite the admiration and rivet the 
confidence of everyone who witnessed their intrepid conduct.  Ser- 
geant A. Mordis and Sergeant J. J. Dalton also deserve special notice 
for their admirable deportment during the action. . When the alarm 
of fire was repeatedly given I did not observe a man relax his ener- 


gies at the pieces. To Lieutenant KE. T. King too much credit can not. 


be awarded. He discharged his duties with a fearlessness and com- 
posure which inspired confidence in those around him, and elicited the 
applause of all whose position enabled them to observe him. 
The conduct of Lieutenant M. Fogarty is reported to me by his 
commanding’ officer as deserving of high praise. 
| beg leave to refer the enclosed list of wounded and missing on both 
boats. 
I have the honor to remain, major, your obedient servant, 
J. KELso, 
Commanding Gunboat leet, off Grand Eeore. 
Major E. SurGet, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


{ Enelosure. } 
3 GUNBOAT CoTTON, 
Station, Grand Heore, May 12, 1863. 
List * of wounded and missing of Captain |i. W.| Fuller’s company, 
Saint Martin’s Rangers, May 4, 1863, on board C. 5. gunboat Cotton, 
as follows: Wounded, officers 1, enlisted men 6, crew 3. Missing, 
enlisted men 1, crew 3. 
EH; Kaine: 
Lieutenant, Commanding Gunboat Cotton. 
J. GAUTREAUX, 
Acting Orderly Sergeant. 


List * of wounded of the Crescent Artillery on board flagship Grand 
Duke, May 4+, 1868, as follows: Enlisted men wounded, 7. 
W. Hervey, 
First Licutenant, Commanding Crescent Artillery. 


* Nominal list omitted, 
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[ Endorsement. | 


. HeapauartreRs Disrrict WrsteRN LOUISIANA, 
Natchitoches, May 14, 1863. 


Sg , : | 
Respectfully forwarded, Captain [J.] Kelso, in command of the 

gunboats Grand Duhe and Cotton, was sent down to. Fort De Russy to 

remove the guns, ordnance stores, and other public property left at | 


that point, which was successfully accomplished and the enemy delayed 
in his advance up the river for forty-eight hours. 
kK. Tayor, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Order of Commodore Bell, U.S. Navy, to Acting Volunter Lieutenant 
Wade, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. bark: Arthur, to blockade 
Aransas Pass. 

U. 8S. Srram Stoor BROOKLYN, 
Off Galveston, March 16, 1863. 

Str: Proceed to your station off Aransas Pass and keep a strict 
blockade of that port and the adjacent coasts, and you will frequently 
sight the vessel blockading off Pass Cavallo. 

You are expected to report to the officer commanding the blockade 
off Galveston, as opportunities occur, the necessities of the bark 
under your command; also all occurrences on that part of the coast 
which are of public interest. 

Very respectfully, 

ras i. H Bers, 

| Commodore. 

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Tnos. F. Wapr, 

Commanding U. S. Bark Arthur, off Galveston, Tex. 


Order of Commodore Bell, U.S. ee to Lieutenant- Commander 
Read, U. S. Navy, to proceed to blockade duty in Sabine Rover. 


@ U.S. Sream Sioor BRooKLyN, 
Off Galveston, March 16, 1863. 
Sir: At midnight following get underway and proceed off the 
Sabine River and take charge of the blockade there, in company with 
the Cayuga, keeping the commanding officer off Galveston informed, 


as opportunities occur, of the state of things at that pass and of your 


coal and provisions on hand. 


Commander William H. Macomb is expected to be the senior officer 


on this coast. ac : 
Upon your arrival at Sabine send the Scéota down to this station. 


Very respectfully, 
H. H.-Baun, 


Commodore. 


‘Lieutenant-Commander ABNER Reap, Es a 
Commanding U. 8. Gunboat New London, off Galveston, Tex. 


——— 
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I have received a communication from Captain Alden, dated just 
below Port Hudson, informing me that they are enabled to have tele- 
vraphic communication with the admiral when he is down the a at 
a point a little above Port Hudson. The admiral was engage in 
blockading the mouth of Red River in order to cut off el S 
supplies of provisions from reaching the garrison at Port ees ‘ 

Paymaster John O. Bradford arrived here a few days sinee trom the 
Colorado, off Mobile, to report for duty as fleet paymaster, eae une 
to find his appointment as such here, but it was not here and the adm1- 
ral had left no instructions in regard to him. I have therefore given 
him, at his request, a leave of absence for thirty days and Ta 
to go to Washington to see the Department in relation to his appoint- 
ment and the duties and requirements connected with it. 

Lieutenant-Commanders Law and Wilson are ordered north in 
accordance with an order to that effect received by me from Admiral 
Farragut. Commander Samuel Swartwout, late of the / ee 
having been relieved by Commander Sartori, also returns north wit 
the other two above-named officers in the Circassian. Captain 
McKinstry, of the Monongahela, having been condemned my medical 
survey, also returns north in the army transport Ympire City. 

‘Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
; Henry W. Morris, 
Commodore and Senior Officer. 
Hon. GipEoN WELLES, eae : 
Secretury of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


Congratulatory letter from Commodore Morris, U.S. Navy, to asenianant-Commands: 
Cooke, U. 8. Navy, referring to various vessels, 
U.S. 8. PEnsacora, 
New Orleans, Aprit 15, 1863. 

Str: Your two telegrams are received. I congratulate you on your 
success in the capture and destruction of the Queen of the West. 

In conformity to your request for another gunboat, I send you the 
steamer Reliance, she being the only vessel that is available. I will 
send you the Sachem as soon as her repairs are completed, which I 
hope will be in a week from now. When she arrives, I wish you to 
send me back the Pelvance, if you can possibly spare her. are 

I am very anxious to return the Clifton to her station in the 
Mississippi Sound as soon as she can be spared from Berwick Bay, aus 
her services are greatly needed in the blockade of Grant’s Pass. 
Inform me by telegraph when you have coal enough. I shall send 
over soft coal for the use of the Reliance. 

Farr "AG sett r te. 
rg es Henry W. Morris, 
Commodore and Senior Officer. 


ures 
Lieutenant-Commander A. Pp. Cooke, ea 

Commanding U.S. S. Estrella. 

v 


2 cd 
P.S.—-The Reliance has no person on board to act as paymaster’s 
steward. If Mr. Teatf, who acted as such on board the late Deana, is 
now available, please order him as such to the Reliance, if he is willing 
to serve. 
Henry W. Morris, 
Commodore and Senior Officer. 


. two steamers. 


_ the vessels were nearly 3 miles awa y: 


WEST GULF BLOCKADING SQUADRON. | ree 


Order of Commodore Morris, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander Cooke, U. S. Navy, 
congratulating him on the destruction of the steamers Queen of the West and Diana. 


U.S. S. Pensacoxa, 

New Orleans, April 22, 1863. 

Str: Captain Chase, of the fieliance, reports, April 18, that he 
arrived at the bar of Berwick Bay on the 15th and could not get over 
the bar, there being but 6 feet of water on it, and that he would have 
to return here for coal. 

If she comes back I must detain her here, as she is very much needed 
as a steam tugboat and dispatch boat. I onl y intended her to be tem- 
porarily attached to the squadron in Berwick Bay, until I could get 


the Sachem repaired and sent around to you. She will be ready to 
start from here in three days. 


——. 


Your report of the capture of the Queen of the West and the destruc- 


tion of the Diana is received. 1 congratulate you upon your suc- 
cessful achievements. Your telegraph mentioned the destruction of 
the Diana and Hart, but your report says nothing about the latter 
vessel. I have ordered hard coal to be sent to you. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Henry W. Morris, 
Commodore and Senior Officer. 
Lieutenant-Commander A. P, Cooxr, 
Commanding U. &. 8, Estrella, and Senior Officer, Berwick Bay. 


Extract from the diary of Acting Third Assistant Engineer Baird, U. 8. Navy, U.S. 8. 
Calhoun. 


April 14, 1863.—I had the midwatch; the fires were banked. I was 
on co: now and then. About 2 o’clock I saw two lights as if on 
boats, up the lake, and they were moving. Somehow I thought they 
were on vessels and told the officer of the deck (Sargeant), but he was 
a phlegmatic old fellow and was not enthused. ‘He noted it and later 
he reported it. The light came nearer and nearer, but very slowly. 
At 4 I was relieved and I turned in, thinking F had overrated the 
importance of those lights. At5 the lookout reported the lights as on 

At 5:10 I was awakened by ‘All hands to quarters!” 
for we had no drum, nor fife, nor bugle; it was the call by the boat- 
swain’s mate. I was so sleepy I waited a moment to see if there was 
any excitement; I heard the cable slipped and then a gun fired; then I 
got'out in a hurry. The engine was going ahead slowly; day was 
breaking. There were three vessels, and one of them had opened fire 
onus. They were the rebel ram Queen of the West and the transports 
Grand Duke and Mary T. The latter was laden with troops. I did 
not go to the engine room, but joined Jordan, Bostwick, Brown, and 
Dr, Whitehead, who stood together on the hurricane deck. We were 
steaming away fromtheenemy. The -Ayizonaand Lstrella were headed 
toward the enemy, and I could see the Arizona’s beam working. Brown 
and Dr. Whitehead began to remark about our leaving; then one of 
them, said, ‘‘Why, even the Zstrella is headed toward the enemy.” 
Jordan then put the helm down and we headed up, and as soon as the 
80-pounder Parrott would bear, it was fired at extreme elevation, for 


Brownand Dr. Whitehead who 
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stood over the gun, both said they saw the shot as it left the gun and 
traced its trajectory and saw it strike the Queen. I did not see the 
shot, but I heard it fired, heard its flight, and its landing on the Queen, 
its explosion and the rush of steam that followed. The (Jucen had 
been cotton-clad above, just as Jordan was hay-cladding the Calhoun. 
The Queen was armored like the ana around her machinery, and 
being much larger, afforded room in the casemate for her larget guns, 
but she had no armor on her upper deck. So the shell we fired, being 
a percussion shell, had struck on her roof, exploded, cut uv steam pipe, 
and set fire to the cotton. The engineers were driven from the case- 
mate and no pump could be started; in a few moments the Queen of 
the West was in a blaze; 26 of her people were scalded or burned to 
death. The boats of our fleet took off her crew, and in about two 
hours (7:40) her magazine exploded and she was no more. Phe Grand 
Duke wad Mary 7. escaped by superior speed and a good pilot. his 
was arvemarkable battle. The captain of the Qucen was named Fuller; 
he had commanded the /. A. Cotton in all of her fights against us. 
fie was quoted as saying: ‘*There is that d— - Calhoun. , I would 
rather see the devil than that boat.” It was learned later that these 
three vessels were on their way to Berwick Bay to capture or destroy 
the Calhoun and /stredla, exactly as had been done to the Westfield 
and L/arriet Lane in Galyeston Bay on the Ist of January, Mhey had 
the Diana ready to help: they did not know the Clifton and Arizona 
had reinforced us; they did not expect to find us in the oped waters of 
Grand Lake. They had taken the Queen from us, and she was the 
strongest ship they had. We got our anchor and then went down the 
lake to Brashear City, and noted a large fire and apparent explosion 
in the direction of the Teche. The Zstre//a followed us down. 

The steamer Sheldon brought in about fifty rebel prisoners from 
Berwick. | 

Lieutenant-Colonel J. G. Chandler, quartermaster-general, stretched 
a telegraph cable across the bay from Brashear to Berwick, and thus 
the rivers were connected to New Orleans. About 5:20 we left 
Brashear City and went up the Teche and tied to the Ay/zona. Banks’ 
army had again invaded and overrun the Teche country. 


Report of Major-General Banks, U. S. Army. 


Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, Lorn ARMY CORPS, ee 
Bouligny’s, beyond New Lberia, La., April 17, 1863. 

Genprat: I have the honor to inform you that we set out on the 
Lith instant upon the expedition, the preparations for which were tem- 
porarily interrupted by the necessity for cooperation with the navy in 
the passage of the fleet by Port Hudson, 

% % * x % * * 

We met the enemy about 2 o’clock in the afternoon, and after a 
brisk engagement drove him back until his line of defense was revealed, 
and took up a position which enabled us to reconnoiter his works to 
advantage. Here night interrupted us. ee: | 

Early the next morning the attack was resumed. We soon drove 
him into his works and advanced upon them, keeping up a heavy fire 
of artillery to silence his guns and prepare the way foran assault. At 


. 








i ee 2 : 
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nightfall we had disabled the gunboat Diana and driven her out of 
action, almost entirely silenced the enemy’s artillery, and advanced on 
both sides of the bayou to within about 400 yards of the works. 

* * * * * * * 


The gunboat Arizona got aground and it took four hours to get her 
off. 


r 


v ¥ % * x * Ft 


e have pursued the enemy closely more than 50 miles; we have 
destroyed the Queen of the West, and have compelled him to destroy 
the gunboats Dianu and //art, with supplies of subsistence and ammu- 
nition, camp equipage, and quartermaster stores; we have captured 
and destroyed his salt works below New Iberia; his infantry has dis- 
persed over the prairies and in the woods, so that negroes tell us 
nothing but cavalry and artillery passed beyond New Iberia, and there 
is no thought among the prisoners and inhabitants that he will make 
any stand this side of Alexandria. 

On the 9th I learned, by letters from Major-General Richard Taylor, 
commanding the Confederate forces in this district, to Captain Fuller, 
commanding the gunboats, he was preparing to attack us heavily in 
the [Bayou] La Fourche, seeking to regain that region and the waters 
of Berwick Bay. 

On the 12th we opened an attack which has destroyed his army and 
his gunboats. There is not a gunboat lefton the Teche! 

General Taylor in his letters to Captain Fuller refers to the Grand 
Duke as nearly ready to receive her guns and the Mary 7. as not to be 
waited for, because she will not be r sady in time to take part in his 
contemplated recapture of the La Fourche. 

I think the Web) is the only gunboat now in condition to defend 
the Butte-ad-la-Rose, and have ordered our ¢unboats to attack and take 
that place, aided by a detachment of infantry. I shall follow the 
enemy, without pausing, to Opelousas. 

* * : “+ 


* ; * * * 
Great credit is due to the energy and efficiency shown by the offi- 
cers of the navy in.this operation, * *>* | 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. : . : N. P. Banks, 


ia Major-General, Commanding. 
Major-General H.. W. Haturck, \ 
General in Chief: , 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Lowry, U. 8. Navy, commanding 


. S. S. Sciota, regarding the grounding of that vessel while on a - 


PECONNOUSSANCE. Sy a ae 
U. S. Gungpoart Scrora, 
Off Galveston, Tex., April 15, 1863. 

Sir: In obedience to your request I got. underway at 5:30 p. m. for 
the purpose of making a reconnoissance and looking into the harbor 
of, Galveston from the northward. 

Not having dny landmarks, I was governed by my lead and former 
bearings, steering precisely as on previous reconnoissance. At 6:05 
p. m.—the leadsmen giving 2 and 2+ fathoms—I suddenly touched bot- 
tom, when putting my helm ‘thard a port” and stopping engines, I 
found myself hardeand fast avround. 
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instructing Lieutenant Jones not to let his men show themselves in the 
boat, and to endeavor to capture any party of the Federals that should 
land. On Saturday, at about 11 o’clock a. m., 13 men in two small 
boats‘from the Federal gunboats landed at about 600 yards from the 
light-house. Three of the men approached very cautiously to within 
afew yards of the light-house, when, upon a demand, they surrendered; 
the other men, having 400 yards the advantage of my men, started at 
the double-quick step to their boats. My men immediately gave chase, 
being gallantly led by Lieutenants Jones and Wright. The boat from 
the Cayuga, with Captain McDermut, mortally wounded, and 5 sailor 
men, captured. The boat from the Vew London, with its captain and 
the notorious traitor Taylor, escaped. I have since learned, under 
a flag of truce that everyone in the boat was wounded except one. 
Captain Read lost an eye, besides receiving another wound. Taylor 
was also wounded dangerously in two different places. 

It becomes my melancholy duty to inform you that Second Lieuten- 
ant KE. T. Wright, of Company D, Twenty-first Texas Volunteer Infan- 
try, was instantly killed by a Harper’s Ferry ball through the brain 
while gallantly leading and urging on the men under his command. 
No one else of the men of my command was at all wounded. 

Too much credit and praise can not be given to Lieutenant W. J. 
Jones, of C Company, Twenty-first Texas Volunteer Infantry, for his 
gallantry and good conduct on the occasion. Captain MceDermut, of 
the Cayuga, died at 2 p.m. on the same day of the wounds received. 
Assistant Surgeon Barton and Acting Assistant Surgeon Murray did 
everything they could to relieve his sufferings and to save his life, but 
in vain. Immediately after his death I dispatched a flag of truce out 
to the Federal fleet under Major H. A. Hamner and Second Lieuten- 
ant F. HH. Bailey, proposing either to bury the body on the next day 
with the honors of war or to surrender the body to Captain Read 
if he wished it. He chose the latter, and sent Doctors Bayoth | Bogert] 
and Kendall, of the Federal Navy, for the body. They took charge 
of it and carried it on board ship, intending to send it to his family 
in New York. 

At the request of R. V. Cook, captain, commanding Company D, 
Twenty-tirst Texas Volunteer Infantry, I shall send the body of the 
gallant Lieutenant E. T. Wright to his relations in Columbus, Colo- 
rado County, Tex. 

I have the honor to bring to the notice and consideration of the 
commanding general that in order to properly defend Sabine Pass I 
have found and still find it necessary to keep troops, scouts, and pick- 
ets on the Louisiana side of the channel. Though that is not a part 
of the district under the command of the brigadier-general com- 
manding the eastern subdistrict of Texas, I consider it a military 
necessity, and shall so continue to act unless otherwise instructed by 
the brigadier-general commanding. I am advisedly informed that all 
the beef, mutton, and pork used on the Federal gunboats are procured 
on Lake Calcasieu, Calcasieu Parish, La. This country 18s very remote 
from the commands of Generals Taylor and Sibley or any other gen- 
eral commanding in Louisiana. It is all-important that these depre- 
dations should be stopped. 

I have already instructed Captain [J. A.] Ware, commanding the 
cavalry squadrons, to keep scouts on the Louisiana shore and to ‘ap- 
ture all parties of Federal depredators upon or landing upon the coast. 
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I understand that northern Louisiana has recently been added ae ee 
command of the major-general commanding the district of ee re 
if so, I hereby make application that Calcasieu Parish, ee oe ded - 
and constitute a part of the eastern subdistrict of Texas, and that my 
command be extended over the same. 


honor to be, very respectfully, 
I have the honor to be, very resp EY ee 


Lidcutenant- Colonel, Commanding Texas Volunteer Infantry, 
Commanding Sabine Pass, ete. 
Captain A, N. MILLER, | 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


reutenant- Commander 
Order of Commander Mullany, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenan 
oe Lewis, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. 8. Ltasca. 


U.S. S. BIENVILLE, 
Of Galveston, Tex., April 20, 1863. 
i : i ‘a under your command 
Str: You will please proceed, with the /¢asca under y ; 
off Sabine Pass and there report to Commander Abner Read for tem- 
porary blockading service on Ga ieee : 
" Very respectfully, your obedient servan 
pa see ee Ji R. M. MULLANY, 


Commander and Senior Officer. 


Lieutenant-Commander R. F. R. Lewis, : ae 
Commanding U. 8. Gunboat Itasca, off Galveston, Len. 


Capture of Butte-d-la- Rose, April 20, 1863. 
Report of Lieutenant-Commander Cooke, U. 8S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Estrella. 


U.S. Gunpoat EstTre.a, 
Butte-a-la- Rose, La., April 22, 1863. 

srr: On the 19th instant I sent the Arizona, Captain Upton, to 
ce this place, and on the 20th, during the forenoon, ae 
it with all the gunboats, the C/¢fton and the Arizona leading and the 
Calhoun and Estrella following. Captain Crocker pushed the Bee 
ahead very gallantly and received the first fire. Captain See a 
lowed close in the Arizona with the same spirit, and they both euereS 
the battery and a gunboat lying there. After firing two or nag shots 
the gunboats started up the Atchafalaya at full speed and the Z oe 
followed. The fort immediately ceased firing and surrendere ; ve 
the Clifton followed the Arizona in pursuit of the rebel gunboat. : ss 
bayou being so narrow and intricate our vessels could not wor 
advantage and she escaped. Fort Burton at Butte-d-la-Rose is a at- 
tery of two old siege guns, one 24 and one 32 pounder, with aie 
son of about 60 men, commanded by Captain Holmes, of the ee 
Regiment. We took the whole garrison prisoners. There was a ange 
quantitity of ammunition and a supply of commissary stores, all In 


ood condition. ue 
: The gunboat we encountered is a steamer that was formerly called i 
the Mary T. She has been fitted up as a Southern war vessel, Be My 
tected with cotton bales, and carries two 24-pounders, two light 





= 
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12-pounders, and a small howitzer, besides a company of sharpshoot- 
ers. Her present name is the Coffon, in honor of Captain Fuller’s old 
boat inthe Teche. <A few days ago there was another one here of the 
same style, rather larger, called the Grand Duke. It was intended 
that these vessels should accompany the Queen of the West in her expe- 
dition to Grand Lake, but they arrived too late. The enemy are fitting 
other steamers in the same way up Red River. 
Very respectfully, 
A. P. Cookr, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding. 
Commodore Morris, U. 8. Navy, 
U.S. WS. Pensacola, New Orleans. 


Extract from diary of Acting Third Assistant Engineer Baird, U. 8. Navy, U.8. 8. 
Calhoun, 


’ 


April 20, 1865.—Vhe Clifton, Calhoun, Arizona, and strella go up 
Bayou Chene, into it up the Atchafalaya River, approach Butte-a-la- 
Rose, and make a dash around the bend at 11 0’clock and take the fort. 
The fight was short, sharp, and decisive. It was done after the style 
of Daddy Farragut; we rush in. The contrabands had told us cor- 
rectly that ‘* De Loozy-anna Tigers in de fote done practice at de tar- 
eet off de pint until dey can hit him in de bull’s eye.” Sure enough 
the Cl/flon and Calhoun were struck several times, though the rebels 
had but four guns (82-pounders). The Cl/fton had the stub end of 
one aiv-pump link shot away, but fortunately the other one carried the 
load. Our boats had everyone been smashed by the trees in the nar- 
row bayous and we had nota boat to put in the water. The Grand 
Duke was at the fort when we came and she ran away. We pursued 
her and by good fortune shot away the boom that carried her stern 
hoat and dropped it into the water. She escaped by superior speed 
and turning power. We got the boat, and it was the one we used in 
landing that day and in bringing up the Louisiana Tigers, who were 
now our prisoners. They were well-dressed, neat, polite, and edu- 
cated youne men. The /s¢re//a took them (50) back to Brashear City. 
We fired but three shots and believe all hit; certainly one hit the 
Grand Duke. Vhe Tigers said the ships looked most formidable and 
appeared as if they would run right over or through the fort. We 
rushed right up to it and the four black vessels, all firing, made asav- 
age appearance. Soon as the transports came we landed 800 soldiers 
inthe fort; it could accommodate about 70; the rest went on the ground 
back of it, which would have been swamp excepting that the rebels had 
felled all the cypress trees, burned the branches, ete., and it made a 
sort of covering for the moss, which was safe to walk over. They 
had cleared this land so as to defend against an attack from a lake into 
which the Opelousas River emptied, evidently fearing an attack from 
the north. 

The hits we received in that fight did not hurt us much. One was 
on the hull just above the copper, near the stern, and though it 
crushed a plank yet it broke no frame; it was a glancing blow. One 
tore away some of the upper works whieh trees had loosened, and the 
third struck the shaft, probably glancing, for it left onlya mark. — Its 
hegira through the wheelhouse could not be traced because that cover- 
ing had been so badly shattered by the trees that it was already in 
splinters. 2 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Cooke, U. 8. Navy, forwarding captured flag. 
U.S. Gunsoat Estrevia, April 21, 1563. 
Dear Str: Accompanying this is the Confederate flag of the garri- 
son at Fort Burton, Butte-a-la-Rose, which we captured on the morn- 
ing of the 20th instant. You richly deserve the distinction of recely- 
ing it for the gallant and dashing manner in which you pushed your 
vessel under fire and received the first shot of the enemy. 
Yours, truly, 
As. P. Coors, 
Lieutenant-Commander and Senior Officer. 
Captain FREDERICK CROCKER. 


(Telegram. ] 
DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, 
Opelousas, April 23, 1563. 
The commanding general congratulates you upon your victory and 
begs you to accept his sincere thanks for it. It is of great importance 
tous. One regiment, including the four companies on the gunboats, 
is ordered from Brashear to Butte-d-la-Rose to take post there and hold 
it to the last extremity. The commanding general wishes you to have 
one gunboat at Butte-d-la-Rose to strengthen the defenses. We will 
provide additional floating batteries as soon as possible. 
Ricuarp B. [rwiy, 
Assistant Adjutant- (General. 


Lieutenant-Commander A. P. Cooke, 
Commanding U. S. Gunboats. 


Letter from the Seeretary of the Navy to the Secretary of War regard- 


ing traffic carried on through Matamoras, Mewico. 
Navy Department, April 21, 1563. 
Srp: I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a communica- 
tion I have this day addressed to the Hon. Mr. Chass, Secretary of 
the Treasury, in reference to the constant apd extensive | trattic that 
appears to be carried on by both foreigners and citizens of the United 
States with the insurgents through the port of Matamoras, on the Rio 
Grande. As stated in the communication to Mr. Chase, the only sure 
means of checking this illicit and injurious intercourse seems to be in 
occupying with our military forces the left bank of the Rio Grande, in 
Texas. 
Very respectfully, etc., 
: GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, 
Secretary of War. 


Report of Commodore Bell, U. S. Navy, regarding the escape of the 
steamer Fou into Mobile. 
U.S. Srram Stoop BROOKLYN, 
Pensacola Bay, April 21, 1863. 
Sir: I observe by a paper from Mobile that the steamboat /oa was 
run in under the guns of Fort Morgan at 3a. m. of the 15th instant, 
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mat if the officers had done their duty in supporting Lieutenant- 
mander Hart the steamers which attacked the Adbatross (Grand 
2and Mary 7.) would both have been captured and the guns of 
Indianola, or some other guns, recaptured, as Commander Hart 
dhe saw the guns upon the lighter. 
he engineer of the Wedd informed me that the Albatross put a shot 
rough the steam pipe of the Mary 7., cutting 3 feet of it and seald- 
x badly several of her men. An explosion also took place“on board 
Grand Duke, burning several of her crew, some mortally, result- 
from the igniting of some cartridges. Thus both vessels were 
y to surrender, and would have done so had the Extrella and 
ona gone up to the Albatross’s assistance, who, from her crippled 
dition, was unable to keep up the action without assistance; but, as 
as, both were abandoned and lost. 
s 1 informed the Department, I shall bring Lieutenant-Commander | 


Order of Commodore Bell, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant- Comman 
Lewis, U. S. Navy, commanding the U. S. S. Ltasca, to blockade. 
Brazos Santiago. } * 


U. S. Sream SLoop BRooxK yn, 
: Off Galveston, June 13, 1863 
Srr: You will proceed in the /fasca to Brazos Santiago and stop the 

trade through that inlet, where the U. S. consul at Matamoras repr 
sented vessels as frequently going in and out, some of them lighter-' 
ing contraband of war, arms, munitions, military clothing, etc., fro 
the Rio Grande, which the French have stopped in that directio 
You will look carefully after one or more privateers, schooner 
which have been reported as going out from Brazos, and you will 
also extend your visits and observations to the Rio Grande, where’ 
there is an extensive trade in contraband, and which it is desirable to 
break up as far as it may be in your power. I would suggest your 
anchoring always on the United States side of -the Golda line, 
which, by treaty with Mexico, 1848, is defined as ‘‘ commencing in the 
Gulf of Mexico 3 leagues from the land opposite the mouth of the Rio 
Grande, or opposite the mouth of its deepest branch, if it should hav 
more than one mouth emptying directly into the sea, thence up the 
middle of the river following the deepest channel.” You will return 
> this blockade Ppa 25th eae looking into the intermediate : ie 

inlets, viz, Corpus Christi, Aransas, Pass Cavallo, Velasco, San Luis, ee . . (ee. 
and report the Se of vessels you may see inside of them. i ee of Captain Goldsboroug ie U.S. ay , iy Ee the dhs- 

You are requested to economize your coal. a _. position of the cargo of the prrze schooner LLunter. 
Very respectfully, sae U.S. Srram Frigate CoLorabo,* 

ro ; . Off Mobile, June 14, 1863. 
Sir: Owing to the unseaworthiness of the prize schooner Hunter, 

have directed that her cargo, consisting of 48 bales of cotton, now 
.the navy yard, Pensacola, be sent north by the supply steamer |. 


ooke and Upton before a court-martial the moment Port Hudson 
alls at the first favorable opportunity. : 
Very respectfully, 
pec. D. G. Farracut, 

ss Rear-Admiral. 
_GipEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 





He BEEL, 
Commodore. 
Lieutenant-Commander R. F. R. Lewis, 
Commanding U. S. gunboat Itasca, off Galveston. 


ermuda. Rec 

Acting Master’s Mate E. L. Hubbell, who was witness to the cap- 
re, has been ordered to accompany the cotton and deliver it to the 
der of the U. S. district judge of the eastern district of Pennsylvania. ° 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ts . J. R. Goitpsporouen, 


Sa Captain, Cone Division, West Gulf Blockading Squadron. 


on. GipEoN WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 


ra 
8 


Report of Rear-Admiral Farragut, U. S. Navy, referring to the rais- 
ing of the U. S. S. Indianola. a 


FLacsute MONONGAHELA, 
Port Hudson, June 13, 1863. 
Srr: In my report of [April 6] I informed the Department that I 
had not been able to find the wreck of the ironclad gunboat Zndianola 
lt appears that I was deceived by the people who represented the 
vessel on the right bank of the river as the /ndanola, which it appears. 
was the mock or sham gunboat. 
Acting Rear-Admiral Porter informed me that he had visited the 
/ndianola, and found that she would be out of water by this time, and 
that he had suggested to the Department the propriety of making a 
contract for raising her. We have vessels of Admiral Porter’s in her. 
immediate vicinity now all the time. 
The two guns, the [X and XI inch, are on a battery near Shrevepor 
so stated to me by one of the engineers of the Webd, whom we took. 
prisoner a few days since. I informed the Department of my sendin 
the Albatross, Arizona, and Estrella up to reconnoiter Fort De Russy 
before venturing up to Alexandria, and I have every reason tc believ 


ai 


report of Captain Marchand, U. §. Navy, commanding U. S. &. 
Lackawanna, regarding the capture of the steamer Neptune. 


U. S. Stream Stoop LACKAWANNA, 
‘At Sea, Lat. 96° 18' N., Long. 85° 41' W., June 14, 1863. 
trAL: I have the honor to report that whilst at anchor off 
at daylight of the 13th instant, the black smoke of a steamer 
n to the southward and westward, and by signal from the senior 
I slipped cable and gave chase. Was 

gained gradually and at sunset the chase was in sight. The 


smoke continued visible until 2 o'clock in the morning of the- 
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ta NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS, 


Letter from Lieutenar 
j weutenant-Commande ig 
adier-General McArthur, U ole 4 apace Hie 
ah rag rtnur, U. S. Army, regarding reported outrages 
wired at Waterproof, La., by troops of his command. 


ine U.S. S. Benton, 

a Of Natchez, February 21, 1865 
Sir: I have the honor to inform you that (C: ane ures 
eR eee L n you that Captain Johnston, com- 
eat — ‘ a orest Rose, reports that the troops at Water- 
ie cher et er Japtain [Jos. M.] Anderson, have been commit- 
netics Y au Tages, and have I understand even attempted rape 
oa set nderson’s command are in no discipline, as was shown at 
rs 2a attack upon that place, when men and oflicers ran down 
ms _ and begged to be set across the river, Finding that Cap- 
ae ‘ , ston would not listen to them, they were obliged to defend 

a Selves ‘ LO 4 . : : 
nselves. Had it not been for the gunboat they would have b 
destroyed. I make this r ‘ecling ich is rR 
ee lake this report, feeling that such is my duty. 
ery respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
eS Jas. A. Greer 
Lieut. Commander, Comdg. Benton and Ath Dist. Miss Squadron 
General McArruur, 3 
Commanding U.S. Forces, Vicksburg, Miss. 





Order of Lieutenant-C 
| Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8. Naw ng 
a eae Gal ler Greer, U.S. Navy, to Acting Vol- 
i ee eutenant Laning, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. S 
vattler, regarding convoy duty. em 
rte U.S. S. Benton, 
/ + Zz) iM 4 
=. re if Natchez, February 21, 1864. 
Mea Gea set underway to-morrow morning at 4 o’clock and 
Ne) 1e Champion No. 5 and New Champion, with their coal 
i i you meet a boat belonging to the Third I istrict, when you will 
urn os convoy over to her and immediately return to this place 
ery respectfully, your obedient servant, 
i a 
Lieut. Co or, Cor Hes ie a 
e ommaide r, Comdg. Benton and 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Jamns LANING, 
Commanding U. 8. 8. Rattler. 





B f . 
feeport of Lieutenant-Commander famsay, U.S. Navy regarding the 
armame ae pe arya j et 
rmament oF I ort De Russy, and other information regardin 
affairs in Red River, 
U. 8. S. Cuocr 
ee Re Pa AW 
: 5 7 ) 
ae Off Mouth Red River, F ebruary 21, 1864 
foo ; 1ay eke honor to inform you that I have seen two letters 
> tre or Tal ; 4 ; ; ; ; 
a a se ort De tussy, the latest of which was written Janu- 
ary 2 cae ee me gs informs his father that on that day there 
ed in Kort De Russy 1 IX-i un, 1 6 nder rifle 
; + tus: A-inch gun, 1 64-7 ler r 
| 30-pounder rifl Pe 24) fe siete ie 
ed, and 8 24-pounders. He 
oi ide 2 S. e stated also th: 
Pe se rifled : | als iat there 
1s a raft in the river some few miles below Fort De Russy; that 
wr 9 / 
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the gunboats could not possibly take the fort, but that “if a land 
force gets in the rear of us, we (the rebels) will all receive a piece 
of paper called a parole.” From the tenor of these letters I should 
suppose the writer to be an officer. They were in the possession of 
two refugees from Shreveport, who left there about the Ist of Feb- 
ruary. They report that at that time there were at Shreveport three 
gunboats, the A/¢ssouri, the Webb, and the Cotton (formerly the 
Mary T), and that there was not water enough for them to get over 
the Falls. The refugees also report. that they saw two 32-pounders 
going in the direction of Alexandria, and were informed that they 
were for Fort De Russy. 

Three hundred seamen had arrived at Shreveport from Mobile to 
man the gunboats. Negroes report that the raft is now breaking up, 
in consequence of the backwater from the Mississippi. The water 
rose until there was 26 feet at the mouth of Old River. It is fall- 
ing again, and to-day there is only 23 feet. Scurry’s brigade is still 
about Simmesport and on Bayou de Glaise, and has pickets in 
Morgan Bend and abreast of us. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Frank M. Ramsay, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 3d Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrer, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Commander Townsend, U. S. Navy, acknowledging confi- 
dential orders in preparation for the Red River expedition. 


U. S. Tronciap Steamer Essex, 
Off Donaldsonville, La., February 21, 1864. 

Avira: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your cir- 
cular“ to commanders who will join the expedition, ete.,” and to re- 
port that the #’ssew will be in readiness when you call for her services. 
You understand her condition; her history tells what it must be; yet 
I do not think it will militate against her fighting qualities. She 
has a first-rate battery, and—I trust I may unpretendingly say— 
officers and men who will make a good use of it. 

You direct us to be prepared with a full supply of ammunition, 
coal, and provisions. We have, I think, a sufficiency of ammuni- 
tion and provisions. There is plenty of coal here now, but I do not 
think it prudent or judicious to take on board more than 1,800 
bushels. Until recently, for eleven months out of twelve, the Z’'ssew’s 
bunkers were virtually empty. The preponderating weights at the 
extremities and the heavy wear and tear she has experienced have 
hogged her considerably. Since we have had a good supply of coal, 
I have kept the amidship bunkers filled, thus somewhat reducing the 
defect. But filling the forward bunkers would aggravate the evil. 
Besides, it would bring her nose too much down. We draw water 
enough forward, and when underway make water enough already. 
I think, admiral, that you will agree with me it is most judicious not 
to fill the forward bunkers. Should you think differently, we can 
fill up with coal at the mouth of Red River. 
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[Telegram. ] 


: New Orveans, May 30, [31?], 8:30 p. m, 1865. : 

_ Your dispatch is received. I feel under many obligations. The 4 
first detachment of troops, about 4,000, leave here some time to-night. 
E. R. S. Caney, 

Major-General, 


rom Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8S. Navy, to Major-General Sheridan, 
. Army, seeking information regarding surrendered men and material of 


he ¢. S. Navy. \ 

: MissIssIpP1 SQUADRON, 

a Flagship Tempest, Mound City, June 1, 1866. 

Gznerat: I enclose a copy of a telegram from Major-General 

nby, dated 26th ultimo, relative to the surrender of men and ma- 

al of the rebel Navy. 

understood by this that the surrender of the men and material 

he C. S. Navy within the limits of my command is to be made to 

as commander of the Mississippi Squadron and that such men 

Report of Liewsnant-Commander Bitshogh, V. 6. Navy, regarding readines fot MEN GUE Porte will be surrendered to Acting Hear-Admiral ‘Thatcher, 
Army, and referring to steamers Cotton and General Gutman — mn nander of the West Gulf Squadron, as being within the limits of 

ommand. 


his course would be regular and proper, and I hope that it will be 


Lieutenant-Commander W. E. Frrauveu, U. 8. Navy, 


Mouth Red River. . 


U.S. S. Ouacurra, «#4 
; Mouth of Red River, May 81, 1865. ~ 
Sir: I have the honor to inform you that General Canb apprised : 
me on the evening of the 27th ultimo of the surrender of the rebel = 
forces in what is known as the Trans-Mississippi Department and 
requesting two gunboats to be detailed to convoy troops and trans 
ports up the Red River. Since then I have received the enclosed tel 
graphic dispatch, asking for a larger number. I have now at this 
point the Lafayette, Benton, Ouachita, Nenwood, Collier, and Litt 
feebel. The Fort Hindman, Gamage, and Argosy will be here by t 
morrow morning. All these vessels are in readiness for immediat 
use, and no delay will occur in convoying the transports. I do not. 
expect to use all these vessels, but will keep them in the event of thei 
being required. From the lawless condition of the soldiers and: 
others up Red River and Ouachita River, which has been represented. 
to me by persons on the recent flag truce, I think it may be necessar ; 
to take up a sufticient force to intimidate them in case of a arene 
tated attack upon the transports. ‘The river is so high that there is 
no danger in vessels going up as far as Alexandria. From the en 
closed telegraph dispatch I expect the transports containing the 4,000. 
men to arrive to-night or early in the morning, and, as everything igag 
in readiness, I think the expedition will proceed without delay t ‘a 
Alexandria. The rebel steamer Cotton (formerly the Mary T.) and 
General Quitman (which brought out exchanged prisoners under a- 
flag of truce, and the rebel representative of Kirby Smith to Gen- 
eral Canby, and commissioner of exchange), will remain at this- 
point in a disabled condition, and will not be able to return for 
length of time. I shall not permit either of them to move either up 
or down the Mississippi until their proper transfer takes place. 
General Buckner and Captain [Jonathan H.] Carter, formerly of: 
the U.S. Navy, are still at New Orleans, or on their way up. 
Tam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


rendered to both squadrons. 
Will you be good enough to acquaint me with the steps you may 
to avoid confusion and insure regularity in the terms of the 
ender of the men and material of the C. S. Navy. 
The limits of the West Gulf Squadron extend from the Mexican 
to just eastward of Pensacola, and up the Mississippi only to 
rleans, and of this squadron from New Orleans up the Missis- 
embracing its tributaries and connecting rivers and bayous. 
Very respectfully, yours, 

S. P. Ler, 


_ Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippt Squadron. 


Major-General P. H. Suermpay, 
Commanding U.S. Forces, West of the Mississippi. 


of Lieutenant-Commander Foster, U. S. Navy, regarding conditions in 
Red River and the position of the Confederate steamers Missouri and 


MissIsstPPI SQUADRON, 
Flagship Tempest, Mound City, June 1, 1865. 
miraL: In obedience to yours of the 19th May, ultimo, I have 
he honor to make the following report: 

On the 25th ultimo I had a long conversation with Colonel Scy- 
nsky, the rebel commissioner of exchange. During our conversa- 
p he told me that the Red River was higher than it had been for 

sand that any class of steamers would have no difficulty in its 
Mayigation, and the only danger to be apprehended would be from 
medoes, which have been laid down within the last ten or twelve 
s. From what he acknowledged to me, the principal part of 


r; oe W. E. Firzaues, mare placed at the following points: Alexandria, Snaggy Point, 
aeut. Commander, U.S. Navy, Comdg. U.S. 8. Ouachita, f ad near Fort De Russy. He also told me that only two or three pi- 


had any knowledge of them whatever. These statements have 
erified to me by several reliable men that have come down the 
recently. When I left Red River the Missouri was lying above 
alls at Alexandria, and the Mattie S. in the mouth of Red River 


Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Len, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


ved. The same portion of the rebel naval force should not be 
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d down any articles of public property the removal of which 
uld be to the public interest. 

Send duplicate invoices of property retained at the said navy yard 
d the value of same. Place a really reliable officer in charge 
ereof, take all névesswry action promptly, and report fully. 

Report to me for discharge all pilots whose services are not needed. 
Respectfully, yours, 3 P. Ime: 


Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippe Squadron. 


‘Lieutenant-Commander J. P. Foster, © 
Commanding Third Division, Mississippi Squadron. 


is in a disabled condition, having broken quite a number of hi 
Wheel arms on her trip down the river with rebel commission 
These are the only gunboats that they pretend to have. 
T have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours, 
Jas. P. Foster, ~% 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Third Division. 


Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Ler, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Mound City. 


Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander Fos er, 
U. S. Navy, to receive the surrender of men and material of the C. S, Na 


.in Red River. 
Mounp Crry, June 1, [1865], 
Sik: Your report of this date, called for by my order of the 28th ™ i, GeneraL: Your telegram of May 26 states by the terms of the 
ultimo, is received. ; nvention entered into to-day the men and material of the Con- 
| enclose a copy of General Canby’s telegram of the 26th ultimgg ; Eaderate States Navy, in the terms, are to be surrendered to Missis- 
respecting the surrender of the men and material of the Confederate Bi A Wrost Gutt squadrons. | 
States Navy to the Mississippi and West Gulf Squadrons. I under- Ey vaderstand by this that the surrender of the men and material 
stand by this that the surrender of the men and material of the Con. | the Cintaderate States Navy within the limits of my command 
federate States Navy within the limits of my command is to to be made to me as commander of the Mississippi Squadron, and 
made to me as the commander of the Mississippi Squadron, and th “that cae men and material of the Confederate States Navy as 
such men and material of the Confederate States Navy as may may be at Galveston and other Gulf ports will be surrendered to 
at Galveston and other Gulf ports will be surrendered to Acting fiction Rear-Admiral Thatcher, commander of the West Gulf 
Rear-Admiral Thatcher, commander of the West Gulf Squadron, as ES Bon as being within the limits of his command. 
being within the limits of his command. _ This course would be regular and proper, and I hope that it will 
Return immediately to Red River and take prompt and proper be observed. The same portion of the rebel naval force should not 
steps for receiving the surrender of the men and material of th be surrendered to both squadrons. Will you be good enough to 
Confederate States Navy up Red River to me as commander of this ‘give me an official copy of the convention and acquaint me with 
squadron. See that the formal oflicial papers clearly state that the i i se ou may take to avoid confusion and insure regularity in 
surrender of the same is to this squadron only. Take proper steps “the tortie of surrender of the men and material of the Confederate 
for the paroling of the men, and bring the material to the mouth of “States Navy within the limits of my command, which extends from 
Red River. Hold a survey on the same and report the result i New Orleans up the Mississippi, embracing its tributaries and con- 
duplicate, showing the number, kind, and value of the vessels, gun ecting rivers and bayous. 
ordnance material, and all other naval material and supplies. In a aes: tie honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
voices must be taken of this property as soon as possible, without . a S. Pen, 
Waiting for its arrival at the mouth of Red River. Detail a business : * « Y . Stee i : 
like officer to attend to this matter, and have the survey held by com- . Acting Rear- Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron 
petent officers. Major-General KE. R. S. Cansy, : 
Obtain the services of one or two persons well informed of the Commanding the Department of the Gulf, New Orleans. 
location of torpedoes in the Red River, and take prompt and efficient 
measures for their removal. : 
Make a full report of the number, kind, and location of the tor-.” 
pedoes removed, and of the disposition made of them. i 
I enclose a copy of a letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Christensen : 
to Lieutenant-Commander Fitzhugh, dated 27th instant, with the # 
endorsement of the latter; also triplicates of my orders to you of the 
28th ultimo. Cooperate cordially with the military authorities, 
Forward the enclosed communication to Major-General Canby by. 
the earhest opportunity. Retain the A’enwood if you find it neces 
sary, and advise me of so doing. i 
If there is a Confederate States Navy yard up Red River, take & 
possession of it, send me duplieate invoices of property there, and © 


{ Ienelosure. | 


Mowunp Crry, June 1, | 1865]. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitzhugh, U. S. Navy, regarding the receiving 
a of surrender of men and material of C. S. Navy, in Red River. 





U. S. S. Ovacurra, 


Alexandria, La., June 3, 1566. 


i Sm: I have the honor to report that in obedience to your orders 
© of May 28, 1865, relating to the surrender of the men and material 
of the C. S. Navy to the Mississippi and West Gulf Squadrons, I 
started up the Red River with the Benton, Ouachita, Fort Hindman, 
and tug Mern, in company with Major-Gene val Herron and_ his 
steamer, the /da May, in advance of the troops. ‘We met with no 
resistance whatever, all whom we saw being apparently well dis- 
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posed. The vessels arrived off that place last evening, and this 
morning I met Lieutenant Commanding J. H. Carter, commanding . 
naval forces, Trans-Mississippi Department, and received from him» 
the ironclad J/issouri and the parole of himself, officers, and crew. 
(which I respectfully herewith submit). 

Lieutenant Commanding J. H. Carter informs me that the Missouri 
is the only naval vessel on the Red River or its tributaries, but tha 
there is a quantity of property at Shreveport, La. The Champion, - 
one of the pump boats, captured in the late expedition up this viver 
is here, but belongs to the Quartermaster’s Department and has been 
turned over to the Army. 

The steamer Cotton, Lieutenant Commanding Carter informs me, 
has never been paid for, and is turned over to her original owners, 
which right I shall question, as she is known to have taken quite an 
active part in naval operations. The steamer General Hodges is = 
lying here at the bank, and a number of other steamers between this 
and Shreveport, but as they are all claimed by private individuals they - 
may avoid seizure. The I/issouri I have brought below the falls 
and am cleaning up, preparatory to his lea ving for the mouth of the ~ 
river. She is a very formidable vessel, plated with railroad iron, 
resembling the Zennessee in some respects, but differs from her, 
however, in having a wheel in a recess aft. Her battery consists of 
one 11-inch gun, one 9-inch, and one heavy 382-pounder. She has 
been built of green timber, calked with cotton, leaks badly, and, I 
understand, is very slow. From all I can judge of her, I do not con- 
sider her of any use as an ironclad. I have detailed several officers 
and 51 men to carry her down. I shall send her and the Benton down 
to-morrow, with directions for her to remain at the mouth of the ~ 
river until further instructions. i 

I shall take the Kort Hindman and proceed up the river in com- 
pany with General Herron to-morrow to Shreveport, to receive such 
property as may belong to the Navy. The river is falling, and it, 
will not be prudent to carry a vessel drawing more water than the 
Fort Hindman, which draws 5 feet. Vessels of this draft can remain 
above the falls about two weeks, and it will not be prudent to remain: 
longer than that length of time. Two light-draft tinclads will 
be amply suflicient to patrol the river during the time it will be 
navigable. 3 

T hope to be down to the mouth of the river in a few days, when 
T hope to be able to give you the full result of this expedition. 

Tam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. E. Firzuucy, 
Lieutenant-Commander, U. 8. Navy. 
Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. LEE, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


rain, C. S. Navy; Second Lieutenant R. B. Larmour, C. S. Navy; 
mae tieuane J . C. Holcomb, C. S. Navy; Passed Midshipman 
William H. Shaw, ©. S. Navy; Acting Master’s Mate Robert Aik- 
man, C. S. Navy; Pilot Benoist W. Ray, C. S. Navy; Pilot Proctor. 
Antrim, C. S. Navy; Pilot Joseph Boisseau, C. S. Navy; Assistant 
Surgeon John E. Duffie, C. S. Navy; Assistant Paymaster W. A. 
Hearn, C. S. Navy; Commodore’s Secretary Thomas sf Clark, C. ef 
Navy; Second Assistant Engineer C. Covent, C. S. Navy; Secon 
| Assistant Engineer John E. Esnard, C. S. Navy; Second Assistant 
Engineer F. P. Jones, C. S. Navy; Second Assistant Engineer A. 
Clayton, C. S. Navy; Second Assistant Engineer J. W. Dorsey, C. 8. 
Navy; Third Assistant Engineer M. J. Duty, C. S. Navy; Third 
Assistant Engineer U. H. Quirk, C. S. Navy; Acting Carpenter C. 
Moore, C. S. Navy. 
Rave Teal M Cue quartermaster; H. Fillebrand, first-class fire- 
man; J. C. Osborne, ship’s steward; J. Johnson, first-class fireman ; 
Peter Williams, first-class fireman; John Dawson, first-class fireman ; 
William McKinney, first-class fireman; Francis Delbrill, quarter- 
master; I. J. Lucar, quarter gunner; M. Minot, quartermaster; M. C. 
Lawson, ship’s steward; T. H. Arnod, ordinary seaman; William 
_Tinnley, ordinary seaman; B. L. Hight, ordinary seaman; William 
-P. Riley, ordinary seaman; M. Pursell, ordinary seaman; Isaac 
Aaron, ordinary seaman; Jacob Grunhaup, seaman. 
Officers, 24. Men, 18. Total, 42. 


j - iral Lee 
Letter from Major-General Reynolds, U. S. Army, to Acting Rear-Admira : 
U. S. Navy, peqieniixe assistance of gunboats in Red and Ouachita Rivers to 
insure transportation of troops and supplies. - 


Heapquarters DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS, 
Little Rock, Ark., June 4, 1865. 


ApmiraL: The occupation of points in the southwestern portions 
of this department has rendered the carrying of troops and supplies 
“by way of Red River important and necessary. I have the honor 
to request that you will issue such orders to commanding officers of 
gunboats on Red River as will secure the passage of boats plying 
under authority from these headquarters without interruption. The 
recent disbandment of rebel troops has compelled hasty action, and 
points have already been occupied by troops in this department. A 
copy of a letter (sent by steamer cleared by my order) to the com- 
manding officer of the Third Division is furnished for your informa- 
tion. Anticipating the action of that officer, I respectfully request 
that you will approve. 
' T have the honor to be, yours, respectfully, 
J. J. Reynowps, 
Admiral S. P. Ler, ; Major-General. 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Ienelosure. ] 


List of Confederate naval prisoners paroled at Alexandria, La., June 3, 1865, 
by Lieutenant-Commander W. FE. Hitshugh, U. 8. Navy. 


_ Officers.—Lieutenant Commanding J. H. Carter, C. S. Navy; Act-" 
ing Master FE. Alexander, C. S. Navy; Acting Master Robert Ben- 
thall, C. S. Navy; Acting Master J. M. Douglass, C. S. Navy; First 


Lieutenant F. M. Roby, GC. S. Navy; Fivst Lieutenant William 0. 


[Enclosure. ] 


Heapquartrers DEPARTMENT or ARKANSAS, 

Little Rock, Ark., June 4, 1865. 
_ Caprarn: The city of Camden, on the Ouachita River, having been 
recently occupied by troops of this department, I have the honor to 
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request that you will permit steamboats carrying troops or supplies 


under authority from these headquarters to pass up Red and Ouachita 


Recent devel | 
rivers to points, within , developments and _ 
events have rendered immediate action necessary, hence this direct 


rivers to points within this department. 


ee. : = ry . » . 
request to you. The attention of Admiral Lee has been invited to 


this matter, : it is expec ive 1 
atter, and it is expected that you will receive instructions for: 


your oe guidance from him. 
rave the honor to be, very respectfully, ete., 
J. J. Reynowps, 
Major-Gener 
Lieutenant-Commander W. E. Firziruen : #58 
b] 
for are 
Third Division, ete. 


Letter from Major-General Canb i . 
jor- y ,U. S. Army, to Acting Rear-Admi 
Navy, transmitting copy of general order embracing the terms ees ah fs 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF 
Tp yn : : 
+ iy ne New Orleans, June 6, 1866. 
Apmirau: I have the honor to acknow 
ALD acknowledge the rece 
communication of the Ist i Bey cas a 
Saleen te Gaunt e Ist instant, and to enclose an official copy of 
ae . relating to the convention entered into on the 26th 
imo for the surrender of the Confederate forces and property in 
t gears wey Department. : 
gence ee of the supplemental articles [in the Terms of the 
eda ota t| provides for the surrender of the men and 
Saat ea t M rebel wate to commissioners appointed by the re- 
spective squadron commanders. I hav 1 
ectly S. ve no reason to believe. th: 
ae ne ne yehieve that 
a a not - carried out in good faith, and I am advised officially 
ok . nava property at Alexandria has already been turned 
7 o your representative, Commander Fitzhugh, U. S. Navy 
cea kes e ; : 4 . . « . 
: ¥ same sree will no doubt be pursued with any other property 
tha a ve found within the limits of your squadron 
Tee Se : ain ne J 
ery respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
E.R. S. Canary 
VWajor-G l 
: . J ye 2N) 2 
Rear-Admiral S. P. Ler, U. S. Navy : Bam 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Mound City, 1 


’ 8. Na , reviewin 
g d 


ee PS en SQUADRON, 
‘lagship Tempest, Mow Mi ii } 
Sir: Lieutenant os w ee ee ieee, 
. c = « aie . 4 7 » We i , 
of 3ist May, that on the 27th General iene oat ne ae 
| y, the 9 reneral Canby apprised him of 
a ONE by n of the 
nae ee ree ae | ee west of the Mississippi and requested 
gunboats might be detailed to conv "troops 
See fe eee ie ne ailed to convoy 4,000 troops on 
ans od River. On the 380th G y 
BE Pons reneral Canby requeste 
that an ironclad might be sent as far up Red River me, 





* So NIN 
See p. 228 7 
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nd a tinclad into the Ouachita (or Washita), all of which Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Fitzhugh arranged to do. 
He states that from the lawless condition of the soldiers and 
others on Red and Ouachita rivers, as represented to him by per- 
gons on a recent flag of truce, he thinks it may be necessary to take 
up a sufficient force to intimidate them in case of a premeditated 
attack on the transports; the river is so high that there is no dan- 
ger in sending vessels as far as Alexandria. 
Lieutenant-Commander Fitzhugh expected the transports with 
e 4,000 troops to arrive on the night of the 31st or early in the 
morning of the Ist instant. 
© Thave no particulars as yet concerning the surrender of the rebel 
naval force on Red River. I gave minute instructions to Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Foster on the Ist instant regarding receiving 
the surrender and taking charge of the property, and when his 
report is received will notify the Department. I enclose a copy of 
my letter of instructions to Lieutenant-Commander Foster, and 
request that the Department will review it and give me such in- 
structions as it may consider necessary. 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours, 

S. P. Lex, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Hon. Gipron WELLES, 


Secretary of the Navy, Washington, LEG 





/ 


Report of Major-General Herron, U. S. Army, referring to the surrender of the 
C. §. §. Missouri and Cotton (or Mary T.) in Red River. 


Heapvquartrers Norriern Disrricr or LOovuISIANA, 
Shreveport, La., June 8, 1860. 


GuneraL: We reached Grand Ecore on the dth instant, leaving 


the Twenty-first lowa Infantry and two squadrons of the Sixth 
wok” * Late on. thé 


Missouri Cavalry as garrison at that place. 
evening of the 6th we reached Shreveport, the troops, however, not 
etting here until the evening of the 7th instant. ¥ ee eT hore 
ig an immense amount of private property, cotton, etc., along this 
river waiting an opportunity to get down, and I believe it should 
be pushed through while the river is up. The country is badly off 
for supplies, and I hope all parties will be permitted to bring them 
up. It will do much toward restoring good feeling. Captain Fitz- 
hugh, of the Navy, accompanied me to this point, and leaves to-day 
for the Mississippi. He received from the rebel naval officer the 
ironclad gunboat Missourd and a supply steamer, the Cotton. We 
found in the quartermaster’s department but two boats, the Cham- 
pion and Beauregard. ° we 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. F. J. Herron, 
Major-General. 


Major-General N. P. Banks, 
Commanding Department of the 


Gulf. 
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@ 
The within named will not be disturbed by the United States au- 
‘thorities so long as they observe this parole and the laws in force 
here they reside. 


steamer Missouri, and transmitting report and list of paroled prisoners, 


Mississtppr SQUADRON, 
Flagship Tempest, Mound City, June 10, 1865, 

Sir: I transmit enclosed a copy of a report from Lieutenant-Com 
mander W. E. Fitzhugh concerning the surrender of the rebel naval 
force in Red River, with its enclosures; also (2) a list of the rebel 
oflicers and men paroled by him. 

T shall order the J/éssouri to this place or Memphis, provided’ sh 
draws no more water than the ironclads of the squadron which aré 
ordered here. If she does, I will keep her at the mouth of Red River, 
to be disposed of as the Department shall direct in the case of the 
Tennessee. i ; 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours, . 


j Gro. L. ANDREWS, 
Brig. Gen., U. S. Vols., Provost-Marshal-General. 


list of officers and men of the C. S. Navy paroled by Lieutenant Commander 
W. EB. Fitzhugh, U. S. Navy, at Shreveport, La., June 7, 1865. 


Oficers.—Acting Master Linus Musgrave, C. S. Navy; Super- 
tendent Ordnance John Roy, C. S. Navy; Navy Agent Stephen 
Rollins, C. S. Navy; Acting Gunner William J. Fleury, C. S. Navy; 
Acting Boatswain George Hale, C. S. Navy; Second Assistant Engi- 

S. P. Lun, ‘neer John Bunicum, C. 8. Navy; Second Assistant Engineer J[ohn] 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. si E eee Sy nea ae 
% ~ swain’s mate; William Taaffe, wardroom steward; Charles Brooke, 
seaman; James Kelly, seaman; James Arthur, seaman; Michael 
Hyde, seaman; G. W. Solomon, ordinary seaman; Robert Murphy, 
reman. 


Hon. Gipron Wetxes, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D.C. 


[Enclosures. ] 


partment, commanded by Lieutenant Commanding J. H. Carter, C. S. Navy, 
surrendered at Shreveport, La. by Lieutenant Commanding J, H. Cart 
CO. S. Navy, to Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee, U. S. Navy, May 26, 1865, and 


4 i -Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander Foster, 
paroled at Shreveport, La., June 7, 1865, Order of Acting Rear , Yy; 


-U. §. Navy, to facilitate transportation of troops and supplies in Red and 
Quachita rivers. 





Name. Rank. Vessel. Residence, 





Mounp Crry, June 12, [1865]. 


Charles Brooke......-.------... Sealants nessa roneteeh cs C.S. 8. Webb.....| Galveston, Tex. A =e 
witian O”Buen SARS ee, ee Master-at-arms Sie Nae C. 8. S. Missouri... Do. Sir: Maj or-General Reynolds has sent me a copy of a communica- 
OberbMturphye seeks.) see: Gpidchustsnik es SEES . SoS. Webb... 0. ; : : : 

James Kelly... Daisies serkoate ae | Seaman.........5-.0s0+2+020+./-..-.d0....-..-.. oe Do. ion addressed by him to Lieutenant-Commander Fitzhugh, request- 
Rte ee ae ae eee ea ng that steamers from his headquarters be allowed to pass freely on 
eee HS Seychs Seeeas cee en | Warlroom Stowardiseee const |e ees See zs Do. he Red and Ouachita rivers and asking me to approve this. 

eA GAINS ae. cecan coecaeoees oatswain’s mate...........-.| >. 8. S. Missouri...) Louisiana, 4 é : * ° 
Gia W. sGOlomOn se tess ees | Ordinary seaman.............- ener Os mmeeeees Do, Under my instructions to cooperate cordially with the Army im 








all things, the above request has doubtless been complied with. You 
will give all the necessary facilities to army transports on these 
and other rivers within the limits of your division. - 

‘ Respectfully, yours, 


_T, the undersigned, commanding oflicer of Confederate States naval 
forces, Trans-Mississippi Department, C. 8. Navy, do, for the above- 
named prisoners of war, belonging to the navy of the Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department, who have surrendered by J. H. Carter, Lieutenant, 
commanding C. 5. Navy, commanding said department, to Acting 
Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee, U. S. Navy, commanding Mississippi 
Squadron, hereby give my solemn parole of honor that the above 
named shall not hereafter serve in the armies of the Confederate 
States, or in military or in any capacity whatever against the United 
States of America, or render aid to the enemies of the latter until 
properly exchanged, in such manner as shall be mutually approve 
by the respective authorities. 


S. P. Les, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Lieutenant-Commander J. P. Foster, 
Commanding Third Division, Mouth of Red River. 





Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, transmitting reports regarding 
surrender of Confederate naval property in Red River. 


J. H. Carter, 
Lieut., Comdg. N. D. T. M. D. Confederate States. 
Done at Shreveport, La., this 7th day of June, 1865. 


W. E. Firzauen, 
Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. 3d Div., on part of United States. 


MissIssIPpPI SQUADRON, 
Flagship Tempest, Mound City, June 20, 1866. 
mr: I transmit enclosed the following reports regarding the re- 
~ cent surrender to this squadron of rebel naval property in Red River: 
1, June 13, 1865, Lieutenant-Commander Foster, general report 
of movements and dispositions made in connection with surrender 


Approved. : 
‘rebel property, transportation of troops, etc. 


SP. deE, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron 
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2. June 13, Lieutenant-Commander Foster, enclosing paroles given 
. 7 7 ‘ J ~ a 
to 1 ebel naval prisoners at Shreveport, La., on 7th June. 

3. List of prisoners so paroled.* 
ee June et ee canner Foster has decided to keep 
Missouri and Mary 7. at mouth of R iver, eS 
dialer pe oe ee f Red River, and not send them to 

ams, according to his intention expressed in his report of 
the 18th (1) until he receives instructions, ete. 

3, June 20, Lieutenant-Commander Iitzhugh’s general report. 
; 6. Dupli vate of Lieutenant-Commander Fitzhugh’s receipt to 

» ‘ gy a) RF y : ° ‘ 

sale Fark. C. 2 Navy, for the ironclad Afissouri. 

aieutenant-Co r Fitzhugh in his repor 
Pees os nang er Fitzhugh in his report (5) states that it 

as represented to him that the Cotton, formerly the Mary T. 
although I possession of the Confederate States Navy, was not the 
property of the Confederate States Government, but had been 
delivered to her original owners; he seized her, however, as a public 
vessel. 

7 he can be of no use to the Navy, and I request to be instructed 
as to whether I shall have her turned over to a Treasury agent or 
restore her to her alleged private owners. : 

] shall send for the two pumps referred to in (5), which Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Fitzhugh verbally informs me came out of the 
ee boat ¢ hampton, employed by Rear-Admiral Porter, destroyed 
during the Red River expedition, and probably paid for by Gov- 
ernment. If they are fit for the purpose, I will use them in raising 
ee sunken vessels and coal barges of this squadron. I have ordered 
the Missouri to be sent here if there ig water enough for her. 

IT have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours, 
a . ; S. P. Ler, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. Gipron We r.es, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


[Enelosure No. 1.] 


U.S. S. Lararerrs, 

3 Off Mouth Red River, June 13, 1865. 

Si: T have the honor to report that three and a half days after 
leaving Cairo T arrived at this point. On my arrival, I found that 
the Benton, Lafayette, LYenwood, Ouachita, Gamage, Collier, Little 
Rebel, and Fort Hindman were up Red River, by order of Lieuten- 
ant-Commander Fitzhugh. I immediately proceeded up Red River 
and ordered them to return to the mouth, except the Gamage and 
Fort Hindman and those ordered to return by Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Fitzhugh, and ordered them to remain here until my return 
_On arriving at Alexandria I found that Lieutenant-Commander 
Mitzhugh had received the surrender of the rebel steamer Afissourt 
turned over to you as commander-in-chief of the Mississippi Squad- 
ron. After placing proper officers and crew on board of her, he sent 
her to the mouth of Red River. He then proceeded to Shreveport 
in the Gamage, where he found the Mary 7. turned over to her 
owners, and believing her a legitimate prize to our Government 
seized her and bronght her down to the mouth of Red River. Neither 





* See p. 235. 
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at Alexandria nor Slfreveport did we find any naval ordnance or 
-Inaterial whatever. 


After paroling the officers and men of the two vessels he returned 


to the mouth of the river. 


On receiving the*surrender of the Mary 7’. an inventory of every- 


~ thing on board was taken, which I have sent to you. 


I am now, in obedience to your order, holding a strict and careful 
survey on these vessels, and as soon as it is completed I shall start 
them to New Orleans, in company with the Lafayette and Choctaw, 


believing it will meet with your approval, as they are both in a very 
bad condition and can not be sent North. I have retained the 
~ Kenwood and will send her to New Orleans with these vessels for 
- the purpose of carrying the officers to Mound City who are deatched. 


When the survey is completed, I will send you the return in duph- 
cate, showing the kind and quality of ordnance and ordnance stores 
and all other naval supplies. Inventories will be taken without 
delay. 

I have ordered Lieutenant-Commander Lull, Acting Volunteer 
Lieutenant John Swaney, and Acting Chief Engineer Robert Tate 
to make the survey. 

I have ascertained from Red River pilots and well-informed citi- 
zens that all the torpedoes have been removed from Red River, and 
that the river is free of all obstructions of the kind, and that no 
danger need be apprehended in its navigation. 

General Herron does not consider it necessary to have more than 
one vessel in Red River at the present time, and in accordance with 
his wishes I have sent the Gamage to Alexandria, to remain there 
and cooperate with the Army in any way that may be desired. 

Lieutenant-Commander Fitzhugh reports that he found no navy 
yard up Red River, nor did he find any provisions or property worth 
removing. He found two large marine pumps (Latties), one of 
which is now on board the Mary 7.; the other is about 40 miles above 
Alexandria, which I will send for as soon as practicable, and send a 
duplicate of the survey stating their value. 

I have ordered Lieutenant-Commander Fitzhugh, with the 
Ouachita, to Mound City, with orders on his arrival there to make a 
full and detailed report to you of all his proceedings in the surrender 
of the Missouri and the seizure of the Mary 7., also the condition 
of the river above the falls. 

Since I left this place to go to Cairo, the river above the falls has 
fallen 12 or 15 feet, and in a very short time will be navigable only 
by the smallest vessels. On going up Red River I turned back about 
70 miles below Shreveport, on meeting Lieutenant-Commander Fitz- 
hugh, on his report, believing it useless to go farther. 

In conclusion let.me say that I think Lieutenant-Commander 
Fitzhugh executed your orders in a very prompt and efficient manner 
and as well as any other officer could have done under the circum- 
stances. } 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servent, 
Jas. P. Foster, 
Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Third Division Mississippi Squadron. 


Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Les, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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[Enclosure No. 2.] 


U. S. S. Larayerrn, 
Off Mouth Red River, June 13, 1865. 
Sir: I have the honor to enclose paroles* extended to seamen 
attached to vessels belonging to the Confederate Navy, ‘Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servent, 
Jas. P. Fosrrr, 
Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Third Division M ississippt Squadron. 
Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Len, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Enclosure No. 4.] 


U. S. S. Larayerrs, 


\y Off Mouth Red River, June 14, 1865. 
y Sir: In my letter of yesterday I stated to you that I would dis- 
patch the I/issouri and Mary T. to New Orleans, but upon reflection 


and reading your letter of instructions, I have concluded to detain 
them here until I hear your decision in relation to them, as I can look 
out for them here without any cost to the Government, as a portion 
of the crew of the vessels remaining here can attend to them. 

You will please inform me what disposition to make of the General 
Price, General Bragq, the Benton, the tugs, and mortar boats, which 
are all ready to move. I would send these boats now, but do not 
know whether it is intended to send them north or south. Just 
before leaving Cairo you told me you would issue a general order in 
relation to them, but, as yet, I have not received it, nor has Captain 
Fitzhugh. 

I will proceed to New Orleans with the Choctaw and Lafayette, but 
will return as soon as I see the admiral. I had intended going down 
to see the vessels in the lower part of the division, and concluded that 
IT would at the same time deliver these vessels myself, 

T am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servent, 
Jas. P. Foster. 
Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Third Division M ississippt Squadron. 
Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Ler, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Enclosure No. 5.] 


U.S. S. Ovacuita, 
Mound City, June 20, 1865. 

Sir: In obedience to your order of May 28, 1865, directing me, in 
the absence of Lieutenant-Commander J. P. Foster, to proceed up 
Red River and receive in your name the surrender of the persons 
and property found there belonging to the rebel Navy, I entered 
the mouth of Red River on the evening of June 1, 1865, in com- 
pany with steamer Jda May, conveying Major-General Herron and 
staff. The U. S. steamers Benton and Fort Hindman preceded us 
by a few hours, the tug Fern accompanied the Ouachita, and Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Lull was ordered to convoy the fleet of army 





* See p. 234. 
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teamers which were to follow by the U. S. steamers Lafayette, 
“Gamage, and Little Rebel, and to send the Kenwood and Collier 
up the Washita [Ouachita] River as far as Monroe. 
_. Owing to detention on the part of the da May we did not arrive 
at Alexandria till &p. m., June 2. I at once had an interview with 
Lieutenant Commanding J. H. Carter, C. S. Navy, commanding 
he naval defenses of the Trans-Mississippi Department, and ar- 
anged for the paroling of his command on the following morning, 
une 8, on board the C. S. S. Cotton. 
This having been accomplished, I received on the same day the 
“surrender of the C. S. S: A/éssouri, took possession of her, and, plac- 
ing on board a crew -from the U. S. S. Ouachita, sent her to the 
mouth of Red River, in company with the Ouachita, Lafayette, 
Benton, and Fern. 
Leaving the Yort Hindman anchored at Alexandria, below the 
alls, I ascended the river to Shreveport in the Gamage, allowing 
Lieutenant Commanding J. H. Carter, C. S. Navy, to precede me 
in the Cotton. Arriving at Shreveport on the morning of June 7, 
paroled the remaining officers and men, and was then informed 
that the Cotton, although in possession of the Confederate States 
Navy, was not the property of the Confederate States Government, 
-but that it had been delivered back to its original owners. I seized 
‘her as a public vessel, and also took possession of a few articles at 
‘the navy store house. The Beauregard and the New Champion, 
formerly the pump boat Champion, were found in possession of the 
onfederate States Quartermaster Department, and were taken pos- 
ssion of by Major-General Herron. Two pump-boat pumps were 
found, one on board the Cotton and one on the bank 40 miles above 
Alexandria, where we were obliged to leave it. 

As the river was falling very rapidly, I left Shreveport for the 
mouth on the morning of the 8th on the Cotton, but made slow prog- 
‘ress owing to the unsound condition of her wheels. Some distance 
above Grand Ecore I met Lieutenant-Commander J. P. Foster, on 
the steamer Star. I then proceeded to the mouth of Red River with 
the Cotton. 
~ Above Alexandria the country appeared to have been very little 
_ affected by the war; the people seemed to be very glad that the war 
_ was so nearly over. 
. Tam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. E. Firznucen, 
Lieutenant-Commander, U. 8. Navy. 


Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Les, 


Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
§ 





~ Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitzhugh, U. S. Navy, regarding statement of 
_ Major-General Herron, U. S. Army, that after ten days gunboats would not 


be required in Red River. 
U.S. S. Ouacurra, 
Mound City, Tll., June 27, 1865. 
Sir: I have the honor to report that in my communication of June 
20, in reference to the expedition up Red River, I omitted to state 
that previous to my departure from Shreveport on June 8 I had an 
interview with Major-General Herron, in which he informed me 
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a “ 


that he thought that the presence of a gunboat in Red River would 
not be required after ten days, and that not above Alexandria 
Major-General Herron also desired me to express to you his thanks 


for the hearty cooperation on the part of the Navy. 
T am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. E. Frrznvenu, 
Lieutenant-Commander, U.S. Navy. 
Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Len, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander Foster 


U. S. Navy, to return to Red River for execution of orders of importance. 


Mowunp Crry, June 30, 1866. 


Sir: Dispatches of the utmost importance are awaiting you at Red 
River, in the hands of the senior officer present. Return there in: 


stantly and execute the orders. 
Respectfully, yours, 
S..P. ms, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander J. P. Fosrrr, 
New Orleans. 


Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, transmitting reports of surve 


on surrendered vessels Missouri and Cotton (or Mary T.). 


Mississtppr SQUADRON, 
Flagship Tempest, Mound City, July 13, 1866. 


\ Sir: I transmit enclosed reports of survey (1) on the ironclad. 
) on the Mary T, or Cotton, late rebel vessels, the 
former surrendered and the latter seized up Red River. I respect: 
fully refer the Department to my No. 288 of June 20 and request in- i 


Missouri, and (2 


structions as to the disposition of the Mary 7., now at this place. 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours, 

S.2. Lem 

.leting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. Gripron WeLies, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
{ Enclosures. ] 

U.S. S. Ovacurta, 

Alewandria, La., June 3, 1866. 


GENTLEMEN: You will be pleased to make a strict and careful in- 
ventory of all stores found on board the ironclad Missouri, this day 7 


surrendered, and report the result in writing, in triplicate. 

Very respectfully, 

W. E. Frrzuvucn, 
Lieut. Commander, U.S. Navy, and Senior Officer Present, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Joun Pearce, 
U.S. S. Fort Hindman. 
Ensign P. Frazer, 
U.S. 8. Benton. 

Acting Gunner THos. Dunvor, 


U.S. S. Benton. 


Acting 


ys 
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A 
U.S. S. Missourr (late Confederate), 
Alexandria, La., June 4, 1865. 
Sm: In obedience to the above order we respectfully annex a list 
fall stores found en board this ship, marked “A” and “ B.” 


Respectfully, : s 
JOHN PEARCE, 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant. 
Persirer FRAZER, 

Acting Ensign. 
Tuomas Dun op, 

Acting Gunner. 


Lieutenant-Commander W. E. Firznucn, U. S. Navy, 
U.S. 8S. Ouachita. 


U. S. S. Larayertrr, 
Off Mouth Red River, La., June 14, 1865. 
Sir: In obedience to your order of this date, we have held a care- 
ful survey of the ironclad steamer A/issouri, lately surrendered by the 
rebel naval authorities to the Mississippi Squadron. We have the 


\ 
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- honor to submit the following report: 
~ We found the A/éssouri to be a casemated ironclad steamer of the 
~ following dimensions: 
_ Length over all, 183 feet; breadth of beam, 53 feet 8 inches; depth 
of hold, 10 feet 3 inches; length of casemate at base, 130 feet 6 inches; 
length of casemate at top, 105 feet; width of casemate at base, 53 
feet 8 inches; width of casemate at top, 29 feet; height of casemate 
_ from water’s edge, 11 feet 6 inches; draft of ship (reported), 8 feet 6 
» inches. 
~The armor consists of railroad iron of the pattern known as T 
rail, placed diagonalty upon the sides of the casemate, with the 
crowns placed alternately in and out, and locked into each other, and 
spiked with common five-eighths-inch spikes, one in the center and 
one at each end of each alternate rail. Upon the bow and stern 
‘faces of the casemate the rails are laid vertically and are secured in 
the same manner as those upon the sides. We suppose that the rails 
upon the sides were laid diagonally, to prevent cutting. 
_. The thickness of the armor is 4$ inches, though the rails do not 
- lock closely enough to make it solid. 
-@ The armor is backed by 23 inches of yellow pine; the casemate at 
_@  itsbase terminates in a knuckle, as in the case of the ironclads 7'ennes- 
' seeand Atlanta. A pilot house is situated at the forward end of the 
| casemates, raised 19 inches above the deck; the deck of the casemate 
' consists of yelloW pine, supported by deck beams of the same mate- 
tial, and is not covered with iron. 
' The forecastle of the vessel and the fantail are protected like the 
‘sides of the casemate. We are unable to ascertain how far below the 
ater’s edge the armor extends, but estimate it at about 6 feet. 
There are two gun ports in the bow face of the casemate and three 
‘meach side, opposite to each other, with corresponding gun circles 
‘upon the gun deck. 
The vessel is propelled by a single wheel contained in a recess in 
the after end of the casemate, but extending 8 feet 4 inches above 
16 
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its top and entirely exposed. The dimensions of the wheel are as | ¢ U.S. S. LAFAYETTE, 














follows: 

Diameter, 22 feet 6 inches; buckets, 17 feet long, 29-inch face. 

The armament consists of three guns. 

No. 1, a Dahlgren XI-inch gun (F. P. 115), said to have been 
captured on board the Zndianola, It is mounted upon an ingeniously 
contrived pivot carriage, the side of which is composed of T rails. 
This gun is placed to fire from the starboard port of the bow of the 
casemate or to pivot to the starboard forward broadside port. 

No. 2 is an old-fashioned 32-pounder siege gun, mounted on a 
carriage similar to that of No. 1, and placed to fire from the port 
bow port or to pivot to the port forward broadside port. 

No. 3 is a Dahlgren IX-inch gun (F. P. 572), also said to have 
been captured on board the /ndianola. It is mounted like the other: 
two guns and placed to pivot to either broadside from the after ports. 

There are gun circles for the center broadside ports, but no gun. 

The woodwork appears to be generally sound, though the vessel 
leaks quite badly. The interior arrangements generally are poor, 
The officers’ quarters consist of a sort of cabin in the after part of 
the casemate and of a few berths for the wardroom and steerage 
ofticers on the orlop, abreast the engines and wheel. There are two 
magazines and two shell rooms forward, one on either side and 
abreast the boilers. gt 

We did not deem it prudent to open them until the vessel is more ~ 
to rights. There is quite a large amount of ammunition on board. 

The machinery consists of two poppet-valve engines, connected to 
the shaft at right angles, and of the following dimensions: 

Leneth of stroke, 7 feet 6 inches; diameter of cylinder, 24 inches. 

Four double-flued boilers, 40 inches in diameter and 26 feet long; 
the flues are 15 inches in diameter. 

The boilers are placed fore and aft in the hull with the fire doors | 
forward and furnished with a single smokestack. 

There is one doctor engine for supplying the boilers. 

One small donkey boiler, 8 feet long and 26 inches in diameter. | 
Two small donkey engines, one for running the capstan, the other 
for running a fan blower of 3 feet in diameter and 14-inch breadth 
of blade. Also one small steam pump. The machinery and boilers © 
are in a very bad condition, and a large amount of repairs would be — 


Off Mouth of Red River, La., June 14, 1865. 
Sir: In obedience to your order of this date, we have held a strict 
_. and careful survey of the steamer Mary 7. (Cotton), late surrendered 
by the rebel nav&l authorities to the Mississippi Squadron, and we 
have the honor to submit the following report: 
We find the Mary 7. to be an ordinary side-wheel river steamboat 
of the following dimensions: 
-. Length over all, 185 feet; breadth of beam, 34 feet 6 inches; depth 
of hold, average, 8 feet 9 inches; draft, 3 feet forward, + feet 10 
- inches aft. 
~The hull of the vessel is in sound condition, though requiring some 
slight repairs. The cabin and other woodwork are very much out 
' of order, and would require extensive repairs to render her fit for 
“use. The machinery consists of two poppet-valve engines of the fol- 
lowing dimensions of cylinders: 

Diameter, 22 inches; stroke 8 feet. 
There are four two-flued boilers of the following dimensions: 
Length, 26 feet; diameter, 40 inches; flues, 15 inches. 
The boilers are supplied by a donkey engine of 12 inches in di- 
ameter and 20 inches stroke. One donkey boiler 8 feet long and 36 
inches in diameter. One donkey engine 8 inches in diameter and 
20 inches stroke for hoisting in and out cargo and for running the — 
‘steam capstan. The machinery and boilers are in perfect order and 
of the very best pattern and construction. 

The wheels are of the following dimensions: 
- Diameter, 32 feet; length of buckets, 12 feet; face of buckets, 22 
inches. 
The wheels are very much broken, and new ones will be required. 
The Mary 7’. was used by the rebels as a cottonclad, and her main 
deck is at present enclosed by a bulkhead; the cotton was screwed 
- between this and an exterior bulkhead, since removed with the cotton. 
There are two gun circles upon the forecastle, but no guns and no 
ordnance stores of any kind on board. 

We find the accompanying list of stores, etc., on board. 

- We estimate the value of hull, machinery, fixtures, etc., and stores 
-. on board to be about $56,000. 


: ery respectfull Epwarp P. L 
required to render them fit for service. The steering gear consists poreeeD Ys eS eS 
of three balanced rudders, placed under the fantail. The steering Bose f 
wheel is exactly under the pilot house, upon the gun deck. oa 


Acting Chief Engineer. 
JNO. SWANEY, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant. 
Lieutenant-Commander Jas. P. Foster, 
Commanding Third Division Mississippi Squadron. 


We estimate the value of the hull, armor, and machinery of the 
vessel in their present condition, the ordnance and other stores on 
board, at about $100,000. 

We have the honor to be, your obedient servants, 
Epwarp P. Lott, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Ropserr Tare, 
Acting Chief Engineer. 
JNO. SWANEY, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant. 


Lieutenant-Commander James P. Foster, 
Commanding Third Division Mississippi Squadron. 


: Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, transmitting correspondence 
regarding the late Confederate gunboat Mary T., or Cotton, Jr. 


2 iil homies 


Se, 


MisstssIpPI SQUADRON, 
% Flagship Tempest, Mound City, July 24, 1865. 
' Sir: I transmit enclosed correspondence regarding the late rebel 
gunboat Mary 7., or Cotton, Jr., as follows: 
(1) July 24, J. E. Michel, of New Orleans, agent of New Orleans, 
Coast, and La Fourche Transportation Company, giving, as he states, 
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ly registered in the customhouse of said city; second, in April, 
62, she went up Red River under command of Captain J. J. Brown 
apart owner), where she remained entirely under his control until, 
y, March, 1863, when she was seized by the so-called Confederate 
~ Government, through Captain Fuller, of the rebel Navy. She was 
then fitted up as a gunboat and transport and called the Cotton, and 
pt possession of till the 7th June, 1865, when she was released by 
J... Carter, then commanding Confederate States naval forces in 
Trans-Mississippi Department, to Captain Brown’s agent, who re- 
pted for her. This release was previous to the surrender by Gen- 
al Smith to General Canby. ‘Third, on, say, the 15th of June she 
as seized at Shreveport by the United States Navy, or, at least, by 
United States naval officer, who refused to give a receipt to the 
agent of the owners. Fourth, after said seizure she was taken up to 
ississippi to this navy yard, where she is now. 
I will further state that the owners are all loyal citizens, and 
have always been within the Federal line. 
These facts being stated, I will proceed to state that the object of 
my visit to this place is to gather full knowledge of how the boat 
tands. Whether proceedings have been begun, or not, against her ; 
‘begun, whether it is in the admiralty court sitting at Springfield ; 
and if not, whether an application on the part of the owners, sup- 
ported by proof, would be sufficient to have her restored. 
Hoping that you will take the above statement under consideration, 
and, for an early answer, I remain, sir, your most obedient servant, 
J. EK. MicuHet, 
Mound City [otel. 


“the main facts in the case” of her employment as a rebel gunboat 
etc., and asking for full information as to how her case now stands 
whether proceedings have been instituted against her, ete. He states 
that in April, 1862, she went up Red River under command of Cap- 
tain J. J. Brown, a part owner; that the owners are all loyal citizen 
and have always been within the Federal lines. It does not appeal 
likely that loyal owners would have sent the boat away from New 
Orleans with the large number that left at the time that Admiral 
Farragut took the city. A copy of my reply to Mr. Michel of this 
date is enclosed (2). The license * of the boat forwarded to me by 
Licutenant-Commander Foster and herewith enclosed (3), dat 
21st May, 1861, is given in the name of the Confederate States of: 
America to A. Dugas and R. Holmes, of New Orleans, the latter 
being named as master, to carry on the coasting trade for one year 
an endorsement * dated 18 June, 1861, names J. D. Phelps as maste 
in lieu of R. Holmes. The inspectors certificate,* also enclosed (4 
is dated 27th May, 1861, and is given “by authority of the United. 
States of America” to “A. Dugas and others, owners.” and “Ras 
Holmes, master.” : si “ 
When the Cotton was seized in June last, as reported in my No 
285, by Lieutenant-Commander Fitzhugh, she had on board a Latta’s. 
marine pump, out of repair, which, according to the enclosed report 
(9) from Acting I*leet Engineer Bickerstaff of this date, was taken" 
from one of the pump boats of this squadron, captured by rebels 
during the Red River expedition of 1864. . ‘nae 
I respectfully refer the Department to my Nos. 288 and 308 in: 
relation to this vessel. , (i 
. Yo-day I transferred the Cotton, with her officers and crew, to 
Commodore Livingston, to await your instructions. i 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours, 
Sos Hele 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commandin« areas oan 
‘ ear anding Mississippi Squadron. 


Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Ler, 
Flagship Tempest. 


rte 


MrssisstpPt SQUADRON, 
Flagship Tempest, Mound City, July 24, 1865. 
$m: Yours of this date is received, making a statement and asking 
‘for information respecting the late rebel gunboat Cotton, which 
Lieutenant-Commander Fitzhugh, then commanding the Third Div- 
jsion of this squadron, took possession of at Shreveport at the time 
of the surrender of the rebel naval force in Red River last month. 
No prize proceedings have been instituted against her, and she is 
‘here awaiting the action of the Navy Department. 

Respectfully, yours, 


Ilon. Gipron Wenuis, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


[ Endorsement. ] 





After making examination, should think the vessel should be sent. 
to New Orleans for adjudication. 


W [xves].3% 
[ Enclosures. ] 
: S. i, Ler, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
f Mr. J. E. Micuen, 
New Orleans, Coast, and La Fourche Transptn. Co., Present. 


Mownp Cry, July 24, 1866, ' 

Qs Sees |e ’ 7h ae va au ip : Y 
asin: The undersigned agent of the New Orleans, Coast, and La 

Fourche | ransportation Company, respectfully begs to submit to 

your consideration the following facts concerning the seizure by the 
‘ Q , nes is a , = ; = * rz 

{ oer States authorities of the steamboat Mary 7., or Cotton In: 

le main facts of the case are: First. the boat belongs to the New 

Orleans Coast, and La Fourche Transportation Company, a duly: 

constituted corporatic ler 's of is] a shy 
corporation under the laws of Louisiana, and, as suchj: 


en 


\ 
Orrice Freer Enornerr, U. 8. Misstssrppr SQUADRON, 
Mound City, 1lt., July 23, 1866, 
‘Sr: I have the honor to report that the marine pump which was 
on board the steamer Mary 7’. (or Cotton)-at the time she was sur- 
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rendered to the United States naval forces by the Confederates, was 


taken up Red River in March, 1864, on board the steamer Champion 
No. 3 by order of Rear-Admiral D, D. Porter, commanding Missis- 
sippi Squadron. 

She has a discharge pipe 16 inches in diameter and is provided 
with about 100 feet of iron and gum hose or suction pipe 10 inches 
in diameter. 

The marine pump brought up by the U. S. S. Nawnkeag was found 
on shore, and in the mouth of Cane River, and had been lost in the 
Champion No. 5 during an engagement in Red River. TI believe she 
was brought out of Red River by the U. 8S. S. Gamage. 

This pump is lacking the required suction pipe; there is none of 
any description now with it. 

I understand that the Champion No. 5 is now in the hands of an 
army quartermaster in General Canby’s command. 

{t was originally owned by V. C. Chinkle & Co., but I understand 
that the Navy Department paid for both the Champions and pumps. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. Brckersrarr, 
Acting Fleet Engineer. 
Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lex, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, transmitting copies of letters 
sent to district attorney and New Orleans, Coast, and La Fourche Transporta- 
tion Company regarding the steamer Mary T., or Cotton, Jr. 


MisstsstpP1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Tempest, Mound City, August 8, 1865. 

Sir: The Department’s communication of 3d August is received, 
directing me to report the case of the gunboat Mary 7, or Cotton, Jn, 
to the United States district attorney for the Southern District of 
IIlinois, to hold the vessel subject to the order of the court, and to 
inform the claimants that this course has been adopted. 

I enclose copies of my letters to the district attorney (1) and to 
the New Orleans, Coast, and La Fourche Transportation Company 
(2) of this date, in pursuance of these directions. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours, 
§.2Ps Der, 
<lcting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 

Hon. Gipron WELLEs, 

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


[Enclosures. ] 


Misstsstppr SQUADRON, 
Flagship Tempest, Mound City, August 8, 1865. 
GeNnTLEMEN: I am directed by the Navy Department, under date 
of 3d August, to report the case of the gunboat Mary T., or Cotton, 
/r., to the U.S. district attorney for the Southern District of ILli- 
nois, and to hold the vessel subject to the orders of the court. 
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This notification of the course adopted is given you by the Depart- 
ment’s direction. 
The vessel is still at this place in charge of Commodore Livingston, 
commandant Mound City Naval Station. 
Respectfully, yours, 
©: E Laam 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
New Oreans, Coast, AND 
La Fourcnr Transportation Company, 
New Orleans, La. 


MissIssrPP1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Tempest, Mound City, August 8, 1865. 

Si: The Navy Department, under date of 8d August, directs me 
to report to you the case of the gunboat Mary T7., or Cotton, Jr., to 
_ hold her subject to the order of the court, and inform the claimants 
_ that, this course has been adopted. 

The Mary T., or Cotton, Jr., was seized in Red River on June 7, 
ultimo, by Lieutenant-Commander W. E. Fitzhugh, U. S. Navy, 
whom I had directed to receive, as my representative, the surrender 
of the rebel property in Red River. It was represented to him that 
this steamboat, although for some time in the service of the C. S. 
Navy, had not been paid for by the Confederate States Government, 
and had been turned over to her owners; Lieutenant-Commander 
Fitzhugh considered, however, that circumstances justified him in 
seizing her, which he accordingly did. She was sent to this place, 
where she still is, in charge of Commodore J. W. Livingston, com- 
mandant naval station, Mound City. 

The license of the boat which was sent me in connection with the 
reports concerning her I have forwarded to the Navy Department in 
my No. 820, of July 24, where it is retained. It is dated May 21, 
1861; is given in the name of the Confederate States of America to 
A. Dugas and R. Holmes, of New Orleans, the latter being named 
as master, to carry on the coasting trade for one year; an endorse- 
ment dated June 18, 1861, names J. D. Phelps as master in lieu of 
R. Holmes. 

The inspector’s certificate accompanying the license is dated May 
27, 1861, and is given by authority of the United States of America 
to A. Dugas and others, owners, and R. Holmes, master. 

The enclosed copies of reports, ete., as follows, will give the details 
of the case. Lieutenant-Commander Fitzhugh will be directed to 
report to you in person, to give such further evidence as may be 
required. 

1, Major-General Canby’s General Order No. 55, stating the terms 
of surrender of the rebel forces were of the Mississippi. 

2. May 28, 1865, duplicate of my orders to Lieutenant-Commander 
Fitzhugh, to receive the surrender of the rebel naval forces in Red 
River. 

38-4. Official copies of reports to me from Lieutenant-Commander 
Fitzhugh, dated June 8 and June 20. 
5. Duplicate official report of survey on the Mary 7. 
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6. Dupheate official inventory of articles found on board of her. 
7. Copy of my notice to owners of Mary 7’, or Cotton, Jr. 
Please acknowledge receipt of this. 

r° Very respectfully, yours, 

\ S. P. Lez, 


YN Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadrom 


Ber of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, to Acting Master 
© Hall, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8S. Abeona, to proeeed to 
Memphis and Red River convoying Army transports. 


; Mounp Ciry, May 28, 1865. 
~ Sm: Proceed without delay to Memphis arid Red River, convoving 
the army transports to Memphis and to Red River, where it is 
necessary you should arrive with all practicable dispatch and deliver 
the enclosed communications to the commanding oflicer there, Lieu- 
enant-Conimander Foster, or, in his absence, Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Fitzhugh, and return here without delay, bringing the reply 
Order of Brigadier-General Brent, C. S. Army, to Captain Ratliff, C. §. Army, to ~ to the enclosures. ; : : : : ; 
act as commissioner for paroles. Hoist the guard flag going and coming, so that no senior officer 
Il stop you. 
Very respectfully, 


U.S. Dis. Arry. ror Sournern Distr. or Inurxors, 
Springfield, Ll. 





ALEXANDRIA, La., June 4, 1866, 

Capramn: In view of the fact that the Confederate forces and 
pubhe property, ete., of the Trans-Mississippi Department have been. 
surrendered to the United States by a convention executed by Lieu- 
tenant-General Buckner at New Orleans on the 26th of May, 1865 
it is hereby ordered that all Confederate officers and men belongin 
to or being in the section of country east of the Atchafalaya a 
west of the Mississippi shall report to the Federal post at or nea 
Morganza for the purpose of being paroled. Captain Ratliff, in 
virtue of special authority from Lieutenant-General Buckner, ig. 
hereby appointed commissioner on behalf of the Confederate authori-. 
ties to parole, in conjunction with the Federal authorities, all Con- 
federate officers and men in accordance with the printed forms pre- 
pared by Brigadier-General Andrews, U. S. Army, and in the ab 
sence of Captain Ratliff and his failure to designate an officer to. 
represent him, the senior Confederate officer present will act as com: 
missioner, All arms, except side arms of officers, and all public’ 
property will be turned over to the United States authorities. 

T am, captain, yours, respectfully, 


S. P. Lez, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Acting Master Samuen Hatt, 
4 Commanding U.S. S. Abeona. 


Be 
SS 


Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, to commanding 
~ officer of the U.S. S. Reindeer, to report for orders to commandant 
“naval station, Mound City, LU. 

ii Mounp Crry, May 28, 1866. 
Sir: Report with the Reindeer under your command to Commo- 
-dore J. W. Livingston, commandant naval station, Mound City, 
from whom you will receive further orders. 

_ Respectfully, yours, 

: A: S. P. Lex, 

*» Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Commanding Orricer or U. 8. S. Rerxprer, 
Mound City. 


_ [Same to commanding oflicers of U. S. steamers Alfred Robb and 
Volunteer. May 29, same order to Acting Master Charles Ackley, 
commanding U.S. 8. 7yler; Acting Volunteer Lieutenant William 
Flye, commanding U.S. 8S. Lexington. | 

ha 


J. L. Brent, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Caprarin W. B. Raturrr. 


[Same to Lieutenant Collins. ] 


(Telegram. ] 


Sr. Louis, May 27, 1866.” 

T shall leave here at 10 a. m. to-morrow and will be at Cairo soon 
as the boat can make that place. Shall be pleased to meet you. 
Please have a light-draft gunboat detailed to accompany me, as I may 
have occasion to go up Red River. 


Order of the Acting Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral 
(Lee, U.S. Navy, to name suitable place for laying up ironclads 
of his command. 
‘ Navy DerarrMent, 
; | Washington, May 29, 1866, 

_ Sir: The ironclad vessels in your squadron are to be laid up, and 
‘the Department wishes you to inform it what place, in your opinion, 
on the Mississippi above New Orleans, or on any of the tributaries of 


POR Sumeman, 
Major-General, 
Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Len, 
Commanding, etc., Mound City. 
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Lieutenant-Commander Cornwell left here by packet yesterday, in- | 


tending to take the Brown to bring this mortar from Fort Adams, - 

the others having been sent up by the @rossbeak, if he wishes her at ~ 

| Vicksburg ?], and if this mortar has not come up, send her down at = 

once to execute this order. ee 
Respectfully, yours, 

S. P. Les, 


Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander J. G. MircHe.y, U. S. Navy; 
Present. 


Instructions from Acting Rear-Admirdl Lee, U. S. Navy, to Lieuten- 
ant-Commander Mitchell, U. S. Navy, regarding the shipping of 
ordnance material. | 

Mowunp Crry, Itt, July 22, 1866. 
Sir: Enclosed are instructions of this date prepared for and ad- © 
dressed to the commanding officer of the General Lyon, which you~ 


will consider as addressed to yourself, with this exception, should the : : 


General Lyon be unable to bring up all the stores, you will remain a - Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, giving names of 


behind to ship by such other Government vessels as may be at or be- 
low Vicksburg; or should this course fail you, you will ship by some 
steamer bound for St. Louis, fixing rate of freight and sending in- © 
voice of ordnance shipped on each vessel to Lieutenant-Commander ~ 
Babcock and one to the ordnance officer at Mound City; freight tobe — 
paid on delivery by Lieutenant-Commander Babcock at Jefferson — 
Reserve. As soon as this service is performed, you will return here — 
and report to me. The fleet paymaster will be instructed to make 


arrangements to supply Acting Assistant Paymaster Holt with funds, Me 


should any be needed to pay for loading this ordnance material at 
Vicksburg. 
Use all possible dispatch. 
Respectfully, yours, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.: aa 
Lieutenant-Commander Joun G. MiTcHELL, a 
Mound City, Il. 


| Enclosure. } 


Mounp Ciry, July 22, 1865. © 
Sir: Lieutenant Phipps, late ordnance officer at Vicksburg, in- ~ 
formed me that there was some navy ammunition there. Proceed — 
with the General Lyon to Vicksburg and obtain this ammunition and, 
if the stage of water will admit, proceed with it direct to Jefferson 
Reserve and deliver it to Lieutenant-Commander Babcock, with an 
invoice; deliver a duplicate invoice to Gunner Ritter at the station. ~ 
Apply for necessary information respecting this ammunition from 
the Aicee commanding at Vicksburg, and to him and to the quarter- 
master’s department for any assistance you may need. If you meet 
Lieutenant-Commanders Cornwell or May, show them this order} 
they are hereby instructed to do all in their power to execute this 
order with dispatch. - 
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Use all possible dispatch in view of the short time remaining to 


- dismantle and lay up the vessels of the squadron preparatory to their 
' sale. The General Lyon and the other vessels must p 

F time to be dismantled for this sale, and in view of this necessity, if it 
_ be found impracticable to bring all the ordnance material from 
| Vicksburg, bring what you can of it and, if it can be obtained, a 
| list of what remains. 


e here in ample 


There is no coal at Vicksburg, and the paymasters at Natchez and 


a Memphis are ordered to sell the coal at those points, reserving enough 
| for vessels coming up. You must take sufficient coal here or at 
_ Memphis or Natchez. 


Read and deliver the enclosed letter to the commanding officer at 


_ Vicksburg. 
a Respectfully, yours, 


| S.P: Lam, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Pilot R. E. Bircw, 
Commanding U.S. S. General Lyon, Mound City. 


2 


officers detached from the Mississippi Squadron. 


Mounp Crry, July 22, 1865. 
Sir: The following-named officers have this day been detached 


| from vessel and squadron and given permission to await the action 
| of the Department at their residence, viz: 





Name. Rank. Vessel. Residence. 
a MoT Coleman=. ce. ceeetece Acting master........... ..| Mound City....... Flatlands, L. I. 
eummers 8.8. Spangler.............. MGUGs 525 etic asaeseens sas afecees G05. ccaseseuxs Cincinnati, Ohio. 
fe Francis E. Taylor..........|...-. OSs Pei sinte cae tees HasOXce.cccenseee Buffalo, N. Y. 
mrePeter Lake. ........... 000 Acting ensign. ............ Bontoniscs.c.cos New York City. 


Acting Assistant Paymaster C. O. Hodgdon, having been reported 


| by the fleet paymaster as having turned over his stores, provisions, 
| etc., and having made his returns, has this day been detached from 
» the U.S. S. Colossus and from this squadron and ordered to report 
| iby letter to Department for the settlement of his accounts. 


Very respectfuly, your obedient servant, 
5. 2. Lam, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Captain Prercrvat Drayton, 
Chief of Bureau of Navigation and Office of Detail, 
Washington, D.C. 


4 Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8S. Navy, to commandant 


naval station, Mound City, regarding transfer of the U. 8. S. 
General Pillow. © 
Mounp Ciry, July 24, 1865. 

CommoporE: Agreeably to your request of yesterday, the General 


| Pillow is hereby turned over to you, the Department having, as you 
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re 


informed me, authorized the transfer. The officers have been de- 
tached from this squadron and directed to report to you. 

The Department will require a list of the officers of the General 
Pillow and Mary 7. and the Bureau of Equipment and Recruiting 
a muster roll of their crews. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. Lug, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Commodore J. W. Livineston, _ 
Commanding Naval Station, Mound City. 


Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, to commandant 


naval station, Mound City, regarding captured steamer Cotton, or — 


Mary T. 
Mounp Ciry, July 24, 1866. 


Commopore: The prize steamer Mary 7'., or Cotton, is hereby 


turned over to you to await the instructions of the Navy Department. 

The accounts of the men on board have been transferred from 
down the river to the Great Western. 

The Mary 7. has more men than are needed to take care of her; 
this you can regulate. Her two officers have been detached from 
this Squadron and ordered to report to you. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. Les, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Commodore J. W. Livingston, 
Commanding Naval Station, Mound City. 


Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, naming two off- 
cers detached from the squadron. 


Mownp Ciry, July 26, 1866.) 


Sir: The following-named oflicers have this day been detached ~ 
from vessel and squadron and given permission to await at their — 


residences the action of the Department, viz: 








Name. Rank. Vessel. Residence. 
Nwillismas). aes.. 2 3. ces...5 Acting master............. WON GOMeecastecw at. ae ee Natchez, Miss, 
OmDonaldsonis is. s-2-25 022 BiTisien see ces mie eee @brondelete. conus ascnecke Palmyra, Wis. 








T would request that the action of the Department in regard 
all officers who are detached from the squadron and given permissi 
by me to proceed to their homes be forwarded directly -to the 
as to prevent future embarrassment, as, by order of the Departit 


Vi 
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- Jam engaged in reducing the vessels and personnel of the squadron 
as fast as possible and am closing up the squadron records. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. P. Lan, 
| Acting Rear-Admird, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 





= Captain P. Drayton, | 
Chief of Bureau of Navigation and Office of Detail, 
Washington, D.C. vit 


x 


| Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, giving list of 
; engineers detached from the squadron. 


Mownp City, July 26, 1868. 
Sir: The following-named engineers have this day been detached 
from vessel and squadron and given permission to await at their 
residences the action of the Department, viz: 














. a Name. Rank. Vessel. Residence. 
i i GRE VALInsOn Seercement ere Acting chief engineer...... Pittsburg. ........ Pittsburg, Pa. 

ee OPH, OAVON serene sce amet acees Oise october pense Carondelet. ....... Brownsville. 

i omasHODLONss. cee oe een se a Vs PER Se Pes HF ORB ee Ouachita.......... Cincinnati, Ohio. 
rh WHTRir MILA ere pave cine cae | eee dO a cinkccuatensocsests INGOSHO wae c cease Lockland, Ohio. 








The above officers*have been recommended by Acting Fleet Engi- a 
_ neer Samuel Bickerstaff as suitable engineers for the monitors now a 
@ inconstruction on the Western waters. - i 














: Vessel for which recom- 
E Name, Rank. mended. 
G,H, Atkingon........ Se omen aeRe Acting chief engineer................-- Marietta. vt 
Meme Onarles H. Caven......... 2-02... ceecceslecees CO ska os sdeattens ince teen mateenen Sandusky. Ht 
eee Thomas Hebron...............----...0-]----% OO eins Sisson weteiere tase meee Umpqua. is it] 
fee Wdlinm Mills. .... 2.0.0... eeeeceeeeeeeeefecees DONEAS ca deactccruese sh eeavacssctes Manayunk. Hi 








- Tenclose a copy of a note, of July 18, received from Chief Engi- 
~neer Loring referring to the kind of engineers he thinks required. 
Mr. Bickerstaff believes those that he recommends will answer the 
purpose. i 
Acting Chief Engineer Thomas Cook has this day been detached i 
from the U. S. S. Vindicator and ordered to report at Cincinnati, Ni 
Ohio, to Chief Engineer C. H. Loring for duty on board the U. S. Hi 
monitor Alamath. wih 
f Very respectfully, your obedient servant, Wh 
: S. P. Ler, Hi 
|. Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. Hh 
tain P. Drayon, 
Chief of Bureau of Navigation and Office of Detail, 
“ah Washington, D.C, 
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Mounp C 

Com) : F ry, August 12 
arate eae en eee vessels are hereby pat oe ae, 
ie oe - ound City, out of commission: Argosy Bro ia a3 

au, Moose, Naumbeng, Siren, Silver Lake, Fort Laurel, Phsle 
them for eae ae nuster rolls of the me ed "sae 
Bi taedtoieps cs eae enclosed ; re pe ae ee 

ou, and a lis P 
Very respectfully, yours, bot Unga hae poe NG tee 


aS 
ba 


om 


Acting Rear-Admir S. P. Ler 
Amiral, Commandi Tee ee 
oon odore J. W. Paitaain ing Mississippi Squadron, 

Commandant Naval Station, Mound City 


Report of Actin } | 
ting Rear-Admiral Lee, U f vi 
officers transferred with he U "gs SF i os ere el 


Misstsstrpr S 
] °, QUADRO} 

Sir: T have thi see Tempest, Mound City, August 12, 1865 
Livingston of the U "S ee the transfer to Commodore J ohn W. | @ 
wae A a a of the officers, Eee With her officers and crew.. Be< 

obert Boyd, jr., heuter 
assistant : A RB rant-commander ; Geo i 
George W. Walle: C. E. Merrifield, acting Saran aes 
es ae pene sae chief engineer; C. B. Agame pee cee 
William B. Ries ae eae See second assistant eiees: 

; ine Os g ‘d assistant i : : 
Ca pent engineer; H. C. Canute eee See 
acting ensign: AV ikert) Sree pune ensign; ae 
venor, actin; : . Ludlow, acting ensign; Ge : : 
fet cing aster nate; Be MDa, seg nates Sate: eB 
Paks : i Pec S oe 4 John R. Hall, acting pee i a 

aboay, act arpenter ; " im “3 gohn M, 
HL, Meeker, ee ee nies oses Kirkpatrick, first-class pilot ; John 

rave also thus transferred th 

eee ee : e Vol 
ePeaate — crew. Below is her Tate ote eran ae 
Adolpi H Boekin ee et ee Kenny actin i 
paymaster ; Willian pee ensign; P. J. Stone jr. acti © ace 
a ae fret fe aces C. Mudge, acting master’s mate: re Wactoe 
Fae e = fe engineer; Jos. Greppin, acting second at 
— ae ee : ¥o5e ush, acting third assistant engineer; J: assistant 
aoe rae = d eee engineer; Alex. W Power. ae veel 
assist er; E. ] seat a ae rer, actin 
cere . Hiner, first-class pilot; D. A. aan fae 

pe ; 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant 
’ 
Acting Rear-Admi S. P. Lz 
iral, Commanding Mississippi Bs 
ee ee Davin D. Pontva BL Ee Se 
Ree é 3 ) 
ief of Bureau of Navigation and Office of Detail 
W. ashington, Dp. -C. 







» Report of Acting Rear-Admira 
: t 


- acting master; 

> ensign; W. H. 

B.A. Gr N. H. McGuire, acting assistant surgeon ; 

4 Johnson, acting assistant 
assistant engineer; 1. 

@ A.C. Arnold, acting third a 


| first-class pilot. 
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1 Lee, U.S. Navy, giving list of officers 
th the U. S. S. Kate. 


Mounp Ciry, August 12, 1865. 


Sir: I have this day ordered the transfer to Commodore John W. 
Livingston of the S. 8. Kate, with her officers and crew. Below 


is a list of her officers and crew: 

George W. Rogers, acting volunteer lieutenant; Charles Ackley, 
James Ovatt, acting ensign; Henry N. Wells, acting 
H. C. Michael, acting ensign; John Scott, mate; George 


Tistadt, acting first 
assistant engineer ; 
George W. Kenney, 
ohn R. Montgomery, 


raonsferred we 


regory, mate; 
paymaster ; Charles 


M. Davis, acting second 
ssistant engineer ; 
first-class pilot; J 


acting carpenter ; Jesse Gray, 


ectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. P. Ler, 


Very resp 
ommanding Mississippi S quadron. 


Acting Rear-Admiral, C 


Rear-Admiral Davi D. PorTER, 
f Navigation and Office of Detail, 


Chief of Bureau o 
Washington, D. C. 





U. S. Navy, giving additional 


Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, 
from the squadron. 


names of officers detached 


Mounp City, August 12, 1865. 
Sm: The following-named officers have this day been detached 
dron.and given permis- 


from U. 8. barge Fitch and Mississippi Squa 
sion to proceed to their residences to await the action of the Depart- 


ment: 
Name. Residence. 

Ste 

Thomas M. Farrell....-- 


R. W. Alson...-------+- 


Harlem, N. Y., care of John McLeod 


Murphy. 
246 Brown street, New York. 





nder W. E. Fitzhugh was this day detached 
the U. S. district attorney 


at Springfield, Ill., as a witness in the case of the captured steamer 
Cotton, jr., or Mary T., and to report his address to the Department. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. P. Les, 
nding Mississippe Squadron. 


Lieutenant-Comma 
from the squadron and ordered to report to 


Acting Rear-Admiral, Comma 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 


Chief of Bureau of Navigation and Office of Detail, 


Washington, D.C. 
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— of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U.S. Navy, giving disposition 
of remaining vessels of the Mississippi Squadron and , ng 
to haul down his flaq. ee ue propos 


tion under your command in February, 1864. The number of bales 
adjudicated by the sourt as captured on that expedition is 207. The 
statements made to the Department give the number of bales actually | 
‘captured as 3,000. Enquiries as to the disposition of the balance H 
are being constantly made, and you will furnish the Department, i 
without delay, whatever knowledge you may possess on the subject. | 

Very respectfully, i 


nae oe MIssissippl SQUADRON, * 
: Flagship Tempest, Mississippi River, August 12, 1866. 
Sir: In conformity with the Department’s orders of 29th July, I 
have, after putting out of commission the vessels of this squadron 
intended for sale and turning them over to Commodore Livingston, 
ee orders for turning over to‘him the remaining vessels, the 
é “i pest, Late, and Volunteer, and the-hospital ship Red Rover... 
My flag will be hauled down on the 14th-instant. 
My address will be Washington, D.C.  ™ 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours, : 
\S. P. Lee 
; . : > = ; * . . ° . ‘ . ’ : 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron, 
Hon. Giron WExxEs, 
Y a 

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D.C. 


JIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


— 


~  Lieutenant-Commander E. K. Owen, 
Kaskaskia, Il. 


Sa a aes 


SSS SS 








Feplanatory report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. S. Navy, f 
regarding cotton captured dwring the Yazoo River expedition. i 


Kaskaskia, Inn., September 6, 1865. 


© Str: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
» munication dated 29th August. The number of bales of cotton actu- 
' ally captured by the naval forces under my command in the Yazoo 
River expedition in February, 1864, is 207 bales. The land forces, 
> under the command of Colonel James H. Coates’s regiment Illinois 
> Volunteer Infantry, captured and hauled in from the interior a large 
number of bales of cotton, but how many I do not know. The chief 
quartermaster of the land forces, by directions of Colonel Coates, 
made a written statement to me of 632 bales of cotton, marked 
| 0.8. A., which, by General W. T. Sherman’s letter of instructions 
_ tome, were to belong to the Navy as prize. The cotton was on board 
_ the transports belonging to the expedition and taken to Vicksburg 
» and there taken charge of by the late Major-General James B. Mc- 
_. Pherson, U. S. Volunteers. He assured me that General Sherman’s 
' instructions should be carried out, and that all C. S. A. cotton should 
| be delivered at Cairo, Tll., to Captain A. M. Pennock, U. S. Navy. 
~ Isent to Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter General Sherman’s letter to 
me, as also the list of the 632 bales of cotton spoken of heretofore. 
-Thave not the slightest doubt but that the transports brought out as 
- many as 3,000 bales, a very large number of which were undoubtedly 
(S.A. bales. The 207 bales already spoken of is the only cotton 
the Navy captured and brought out of the Yazoo River in the expe- 
dition of January, February, and part of March, 1864. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. K. Owen, 


Lieutenant-Commander, U. S. Navy. 


° 


Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, giving additional 
names of officers detached from the squadron. 





Mowunp Ciry 5 5 

ae een, eae Cc TY, August 13, 1865. 
Fee | g-named officers have this day been detached from 
* ts tae ne aan and given permission to await the action of” 
1e Department at their residences, their 
urtment : nices ir detachments “ 
on the 15th instant. eas :. 


bigs 
ee 
¥ fy M 









Name, c 
Rank. Residence. 








epee te cy County, N, Y. 
ridgepor ont; 

| St. anes ce ee 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Spencer House, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Davenport, Iowa. ’ 

178 Superior street, Cleveland, Ohio. * 
Erie, Pa. j 

















Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
2 
rope eee : S. P. Leer, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Chief of Bureau of Navigation and Office of Detail, 
Washington, D.C. 





Hon. Grp. WELLES, 


Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Licutenant-Commander Owen, Secretary of the Navy. 


U. S. Navy, to furnish information regarding the disposition of 
cotton captured during Yazoo River expedition 





Navy DepartTMENT 

: ‘PARTMENT, Aw Qs 

Str: The Department is in recei ea ee 
Fiala partment 1s in receipt of communications from several 
sources concerning the cotton captured on the Yazoo River expedi- 
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PO. Box20, Moody, Maine 04054 207-646-2595 
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OF THE 


CONFEDERATE STATES NAVY 


FI342 


FROM ITS ORGANIZATION oS 3 | 


TO THE SURRENDER OF ITS LAST VESSEL. 


ITS STUPENDOUS STRUGGLE WITH THE GREAT NAVY OF THE 
UNITED STATES ; THE ENGAGEMENTS FOUGHT IN THE RIVERS 
AND HARBORS OF THE SOUTH, AND UPON THE HIGH SEAS; 
BLOCKADE - RUNNING, FIRST USE OF IRON-CLADS 
AND TORPEDOES, AND PRIVATEER HISTORY. 


BY 


J. THOMAS SCHARF, A. M., LL.D. 


AN OFFICER OF THE LATE CONFEDERATE STATES NAVY, 


Author of “Chronicles of Baltimore,” ‘History of Maryland,” ‘History of Baltimore,” “History 
of St. Louts,” “History of Western Maryland,” “History of Philadelphia,” ‘History of 
Westchester County, N. Y.,” etc. Also, Member of Historical Societies of Virginia, 
Georgia, South Carolina, Maryland, Pennsylvania, New York, Wis- 
consin, Minnesota, Philosophical Society of Ohio, etc., etc. 


PROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED. 


NEW YORK: 
ROGERS & SHERWOOD, 
1887, 







Ta 


aground, jamn 
oerged. We w : 
taken up to av 
le prepared to ° 
found that the 
t be consumed -: 
ay in plain vie 
»le had assemb.. | 
2s had come to: 
‘ers, but we cot 
atity of railroa. 
board, and in 
angine to piece:. 
‘had been up c ° 
rights. At dai | 
el could be moy, | 
nly was getting | 
dred yards, anc | 
1e morning. T’ | 
| yards before t., 
wrist” by West. | 
‘ly one of the ei. , 
sher pin forged. | 
lenight. Meai; | 
, and at daylig]) | 
rery slowly, ati. . 
n us before the, ; 
d‘and the par, | 
rens remarked | . 
i he should figh'; 
‘emacy of the 1). 
ity as men andi, | 
| yards and the: 
to the numeri’ | 
| since the moi; 
it and in posse;, 
:d before our |’ 
» gave way, br’ 


‘in despair, he:\ ° 


ing up astern | 
eless, immovat.! 
S were scarcely |, 
ihe Hssex, nor ¢'' 
a mounted ‘ho 
t. Stevens did, 
isibility of burl) 
and the scaldiz | 
ounced his dete | 
set fire to the v 
w moments the : 
‘ed at all the g | 
‘hed the gun-de. 


The war ha: 
ors in.the bu. 
tories writte | 
sed away. 1) 
yer COITespor | 
ote of explar , 
ster’s report t> 

1} 


f 
! 


| 
} 
| 
} 


352 THE CONFEDERATE STATES NAVY. 


the Queen of the West was one of the first boats selected. 
She was strengthened as to her hull by heavy oak timbers, 
and as to machinery by a bulwark of solid wood-work twenty- 
four inches thick, extending from stem to stern, and so inclos- 
ing the boilers and engines that they were considered safe 
from shot and shell from guns of no heavier calibre than six 
or twelve pounders. When she ran the batteries at Vicksburg 
she was further strengthened by two rows of cotton bales, ex- 
tending entirely around her, from the guards to the upper 
deck. Her pilot-house was also similarly protected. To guard 
against the effect of plunging-shot, there was a layer of cotton 
bales upon the gun-deck. Her armament consisted of a bow 
gun, a large thirty-two-pounder rifled Parrott upon her main- 
deck, one twenty-pounder rifled Parrott, and three twelve- 
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* QUEEN OF THE WEST,” CAPTURED BY THE CONFEDERATES, FEBRUARY 4TH, 1863. 


pounder brass howitzers upon her gun-deck. Besides her offi- 
cers and crew, she usually carried a detail of sharp-shooters. 

The Queen of the West was first brought into prominerice 
in the naval engagement above Memphis on June 8th, 1862, 
in which she took a very active part. When the Confederate 
ram Arkansas made her first appearance in the Yazoo River, 
previous to her run into the Mississippi, one of her opponents 
was the ram Queen of the West. In the attempt to capture 
the Arkansas before Vicksburg on the 22d of July, 1862, the 
Queen of the West took a very important part. During the 
attack upon Vicksburg, in December following, she took an 
active part in the affair with the Confederate battery at Haines 
Bluff, near the mouth of the Yazoo. . 

In compliance with the instructions of Rear-Admiral Porter, 
on the morning of February 2d, 1863, the Queen of the West 
having made all arrangements deemed necessary to insure her 
safety, under the command of Col. Charles R. Ellet started 
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Ken Manko 
PO Box 20 
Moody, ME 04054-0020 
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* Ken, Ida Quality American Folk Art 
x For over 30 years 

* t& Kate Perkins Gove & Moody Maine 
Proprietors 207-646-2595 
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With the opening of our new shop this summer down in Perkins Gove, Ogunquit. Maine. we will be opening 
a page of history. For those of you who don’t know. this is where the collecting of American Folk Art had 
its humble beginnings. In 1913 Hamilton Easter Field started the Ogunquit School of Painting and Sculpture, 
where upon he invited a group of artists such as Robert Laurent. Wood Gaylor. Marsden Hartley. Stephan 
Hirsch. Bernard Karfiol. Yasuo Kuniyoshi. Niles Spencer. and William Zorach, to name a few, to spend the 
summer using the fishing shacks that lined the cove as their studios and living quarters. Field decorated 
these shacks with simple furnishings and accents such as decoys. weathervanes. homemade rugs. and 
unsophisticated paintings which he had purchased cheaply at local auctions and junk shops. Not only did 
the buying and collecting of these pieces catch on with the artists but with many of the people who visited 
them throughout the summer. We invite you to walk into one of the most historic and quaint little fishing 
shacks still in existence. Enjoy the smell of salt air. sounds of rolling rocks on pebble beach and the bustle 
of “the cove.” We feel that we are only temporary Keepers of this “little gem” so stop by and be a part of 
history... where it all began. 
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- . Some of the fishing shacks in Perkins Cove. In the early 1900’s... where it all began. Sp aoe 
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